
 



 

 
Adichie,Chimamanda Ngozi 
Americanah 

 
A story of love and race, a young man and woman from Nigeria who face 
difficult choices and challenges in the countries they come to call home. 
As teenagers in a Lagos secondary school, Ifemelu and Obinze fall in love. 
Their Nigeria is under military dictatorship, and people are fleeing the 
country. Ifemelu departs for America to study, while Obinze who had hoped 
to join her, discovers that post 9/11 America will not let him in, and so he 
plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. 
 

 
 
  

 
Adebayo, Ayobami 
Stay with me 
Yejide is hoping for a miracle, for a child. It is all her husband wants, all her 
mother-in-law wants, and she has tried everything - arduous pilgrimages, 
medical consultations, and appeals to God. But when her relatives insist 
upon a new wife, it is too much for Yejide to bear. It will lead to jealousy, 
betrayal and despair.  
 
Unravelling against the social and political turbulence of 1980s Nigeria, 
Stay With Me sings with the voices, colours, joys and fears of its 
surroundings. Ayobami Adebayo weaves a devastating story of the fragility 
of married love, the undoing of family, the wretchedness of grief, and the 
all-consuming bonds of motherhood. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Akhtar, Nasreen 
Catch a Fish from the Sea (Using the Internet) 
 
Takes readers into the uncertain world of internet dating. Nasreen is a 30-
something single British Asian who is well past her cultural best-before 
date. After years of shying away from all things marital, she discovers an 
unexpected yearning for love. Following a toe-curling interview for an 
arranged marriage, the author turns to the web for the one "extraordinary 
guy who would be happy with an ordinary girl". Amid joy and heartbreak, 
she finds friendship, faith and a belief that fate must run its course.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Albertine, Viv 
Clothes Music Boys 
 
Songwriter and musician Viv Albertine was the guitarist in the hugely 
influential female punk band The Slits. A confidante of the Sex Pistols and 
the Clash, Viv was a key player in British punk culture. A raw, thrilling story 
of life on the frontiers and a candid account of Viv's life post-punk, taking in 
a career in film, the pain of IVF, illness and divorce and the triumph of 
making music again, Clothes Music Boys is a remarkable memoir. 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alcott, Louisa May 
Little Women 
 
'Little Women' is recognised as one of the best-loved classic children's 
stories of all time. Originally written as a 'girls' story', its appeal transcends 
the boundaries of time and age, making it as popular with adults as it is 
with young readers. 
 

 

 

 
Alderman, Naomi 
The Power 

All over the world women are discovering they have the power.  
With a flick of the fingers they can inflict terrible pain - even death.  
Suddenly, every man on the planet finds they've lost control. 

The Day of the Girls has arrived - but where will it end? 

         
 
       

 
Ambler, Eric 
The Mask of Dimitrios 
 
English crime novelist Charles Latimer is travelling in Istanbul when he 
makes the acquaintance of Turkish police inspector Colonel Haki. & first 
hears of the mysterious Dimitrios - an infamous master criminal, long 
wanted by the law, whose body has just been fished out of the Bosphorus. 
Fascinated by the story, Latimer decides to retrace Dimitrios' steps across 
Europe to gather material for a new book. As he discovers more about his 
shadowy history, Latimer realizes that his own life may be on the line. 
 

 
 
 
 
        

 
Andrews, Deborah 
Walking the Lights 
 
Recently graduated actor Maddie lives the slacker life in mid-90s Glasgow 
with deadbeat boyfriend Mike. Estranged from her mother due to a violent 
step-dad, most of the young couple's meagre resources go on drink and 
drugs. Maddie and some friends harbour hopes of putting on their own 
production of The Tempest. As she moves from one low-paid acting role to 
another, and from the abusive relationship with Mike to talented artist Alex, 
can Maddie confront the past and find a way of living in the present? 
 

                                        
                                         
      

 
Armitage, Simon 
Seeing Stars 
 
Simon Armitage's new collection: a hyper-vivid array of dramatic 
monologues, allegories, parables and tall tales. Here comes everybody: 
The man whose wife drapes a border-curtain across the middle of the 
marital home; a Christian cheese-shop proprietor in the wrong part of town; 
the black bear with a dark secret, the woman who curates giant snowballs 
in the chest freezer. 
 

 



 
Atkinson, Kate  
When Will There Be Good News 
 
The third crime novel to involve retired private detective Jackson Brodie 
and is set in and around Edinburgh. It begins though in Devon where six-
year-old Joanna witnesses the brutal murder of her mother, sister and 
brother and barely escapes with her own life. 
 

 
 
   

 
Atwood, Margaret 
Hag-Seed 
 
Felix is at the top of his game as Artistic Director of the Makeshiweg 
Theatre Festival. He’s staging a Tempest like no other to boost his 
reputation & heal his emotional wounds. Or that was the plan. After an act 
of unforeseen treachery, he is living in a backwoods hovel, haunted by 
memories of his lost daughter & brewing revenge. Twelve years later, 
revenge arrives in the shape of a theatre course at a nearby prison where 
Felix and his inmate actors will put on his Tempest and snare the traitors 
who destroyed him. It’s magic! But will it remake Felix as his enemies fall? 
 

 

 
Atwood, Margaret 
The Handmaids Tale 
 
Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a religious totalitarian 
state formerly known as the United States. She is placed in the household 
of The Commander, her assigned name, Offred, means ‘of Fred’. She has 
only one function: to breed or be hanged. Yet even a repressive state 
cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her pre-revolution life in 
flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying landscape of torture 
in the present day, and between two men upon which her future hangs. 
 

 

 
Austen, Jane 
Pride and Prejudice 
 
When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, she 
thinks him arrogant and conceited. When she later discovers that Darcy 
has involved himself in the troubled relationship between his friend Bingley 
and her beloved sister Jane, she is determined to dislike him more than 
ever. In the sparkling comedy of manners that follows, Jane Austen shows 
the folly of judging by first impressions and superbly evokes the 
friendships, gossip and snobberies of provincial middle-class life. 
 

 

 
Aykol, Esmahan 
Hotel Bosphorus 
 
Kati Hirschel is the proud owner of Istanbul's only crime bookshop. When 
the German director of a film starring an old school friend is found 
murdered in his hotel room, Kati cannot resist the temptation to start her 
own maverick investigation. A crime story as well as a wonderful book 
about Istanbul and Turkish society, Hotel Bosphorus is told with humour, 
social insight and sincerity. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Barker, Kim 
Whiskey Tango Foxtrot 
 
Kim Barker is not your typical, impassive foreign correspondent she is 
candid, self-deprecating, and funny. At first an awkward newbie in 
Afghanistan, she grows into a wisecracking, seasoned reporter with grave 
concerns about the ability of US might to win hearts and minds in the 
region. 'Whiskey Tango Foxtrot' captures the absurdity and tragedy of our 
modern wars and gives us an unlikely but unforgettable heroine for our 
times.    
 

 

 
Barnett, Laura 
Greatest Hits 
 
If you could choose just sixteen moments to define your entire life, what 
would they be? Cass Wheeler has seen it all, from the searing heights of 
success, to earth-shattering moments of despair. A musician born in 1950, 
Cass is now taking one day to select the sixteen songs in her repertoire 
that have meant the most to her. Behind each song lies a story, from 
abandonment, her first love, to the moment she lost everything. But what 
made her disappear so suddenly from her public life and, most importantly, 
can she find her way back? 
 

 

 
Barry, Sebastian 
A Long Long Way 
 
One of the most vivid and realised characters of recent fiction, Willie Dunne 
is the innocent hero of Sebastian Barry's highly acclaimed novel. Leaving 
Dublin to fight for the Allied cause as a member of the Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers, he finds himself caught between the war playing out on foreign 
fields and that festering at home, waiting to erupt with the Easter Rising. 
 

 

 

Bates, Quentin 
Frozen Out 
 

A body is found floating in the harbour of a rural Icelandic fishing village. 
Was it an accident, or something more sinister? It's up to Officer 
Gunnhildur, a sardonic female cop, to find out. Her investigation uncovers a 
web of corruption connected to Iceland's business and banking 
communities.  
 

 

 
Bates, Quentin 
Thin Ice 
 
When two small-time crooks rob Reykjavik's premier drugs dealer, hoping 
for a quick escape to the sun, their plans start to unravel after their getaway 
driver fails to show.  
Back in the capital, Gunnhildur, Eirikur and Helgi find themselves at a dead 
end investigating the unrelated disappearance of a mother, daughter & car.  
Gunna and her team are faced with a set of riddles, but it begins to emerge 
that all these unrelated incidents are in fact linked.  
 

 



 

 
Bauby, Jean-Dominique 
The Diving-Bell and the Butterfly 
 
At 43, Jean-Dominique Bauby was defined by success. But in the course of 
a few bewildering minutes, the editor-in-chief of French Elle became a 
victim of the rare locked-in syndrome. The only way he could express his 
frustration was by blinking his left eye. 
 

 

 

 
Beauman, Ned 
The Teleportation Accident 
 
In the declining Weimar Republic, Egon Loeser works as a stage designer 
for New Expressionist theatre. His hero is the greatest set designer of the 
seventeenth century, Adriano Lavicini, who devised the so-called 
Teleportation Device for the whisking of actors from one scene to another - 
a miracle, until the thing malfunctioned, causing numerous deaths and 
perhaps summoning the devil himself.  
 
 

 

 

 
Beauman, Sally 
Rebecca's Tale 
 
On the 20th anniversary of the death of Rebecca, the first wife of Maxim de 
Winter, family friend Colonel Julyan receives an anonymous parcel 
containing a notebook - marked "Rebecca's Tale" - and two pictures. Has 
she kept her word to haunt him for ending up in the de Winter crypt? 
 

 

 
Bennett, Alan 
The Uncommon Reader 
 
When the Queen in pursuit of her wandering corgis stumbles upon a 
mobile library she feels duty bound to borrow a book. Aided by Norman, a 
young man from the palace kitchen who frequents the library, Bennett 
describes the Queen's transformation as she discovers the liberating 
pleasures of the written word. With the poignant and mischievous wit of 
The History Boys, England's best loved author revels in the power of 
literature to change even the most uncommon reader's life. 
 

 

 
Birch, Carol 
Jamrach's Menagerie 
 
It is London, 1857. Jaffy Brown is running through the squalid London 
backstreets when he comes face to face with the escaped circus animal. 
His young life is transformed by the encounter. Plucked from the jaws of 
death by Mr Jamrach, explorer, entrepreneur and collector of the world's 
strangest creatures, the two strike up a friendship. Brilliantly written and 
utterly spellbinding. 
 
 

 



 

 
De la Blasi, Marlena 
The Umbrian Thursday Night Supper Club 
 
Every month on a Thursday evening, a group of four Italian rural women 
gather in a derelict stone house in the hills above Italy's Orvieto. They 
cook, drink their beloved local wines, and talk. Surrounded by candle light, 
they tell their life stories of loves lost and found, aging and abandonment, 
mafia grudges and family feuds, and of ingredients and recipes whose 
secrets have been passed down through the generations.  
 

 
 

 

 
Borodale, Jane 
The Book of Fires 
 
It is 1752 and seventeen-year-old Agnes Trussel arrives in London 
pregnant with an unwanted child. Lost and frightened, she finds herself at 
the home of Mr. J. Blacklock, a brooding fireworks maker who hires Agnes 
as an apprentice. As she learns to make rockets, port fires, and fiery rain, 
she slowly gains his trust and joins his quest to make the most spectacular 
fireworks the world has ever seen. 
 

 
 

 

 
Boyd, Joe 
White Bicycles 
 
More than any previous sixties music autobiography, Joe Boyd’s White 
Bicycles offers the real story of what it was like to be there at the time. As 
well as the sixties heavy-hitters, this book also offers wonderfully vivid 
portraits of a whole host of other musicians,  from the great jazzman 
Coleman Hawkins to the folk diva Sandy Denny, Lonnie Johnson to Eric 
Clapton, Sister Rosetta Tharpe to Fairport Convention. 
 

 
 

 

 
Bradshaw, Rita 
The Rainbow Years 
 
World War 1, Amy Shawe gets off to a bad start as her unmarried mother 
dies in the 1919 flu epidemic. She gets the chance to marry an older 
apparently loving man but tragically she endures some difficult years with a 
violent husband, made bearable only by the arrival of a baby. When 
tragedy strikes, she joins the WAAF at the start of WWII; where her life 
changes again, will she get a chance of happiness? 
 

 
  

      

 
Brandreth, Gyles 
Oscar Wilde and the Candlelight Murders 
 
A young artist's model has been murdered and legendary wit Oscar Wilde 
enlists his friends Arthur Conan Doyle and Robert Sherard to help him 
investigate. Set in London, Paris, Oxford, and Edinburgh at the height of 
Queen Victoria's reign, this is a gripping eyewitness account of Wilde's 
secret involvement in the curious case of Billy Wood, a young man whose 
brutal murder served as the inspiration for The Picture of Dorian Gray. 

 



 

 
Breslin, Theresa 
Remembrance 
 
1915 - Scotland. A group of teenagers from two families meet for a picnic, 
but the war across the Channel is soon to tear them away from such 
youthful pleasures. All too soon the horror of what is to become known as 
The Great War engulfs them. From the horror of the trenches, to the 
devastating reality, they struggle to survive. . Remembrance is a powerful 
and engrossing novel about love and war. 
 

 
 

 

 
Bronte, Charlotte 
Jane Eyre 
 
The novel focuses on the romance between Jane and Rochester, but 
Bronte clearly reveals a feminist message through a heroine arguing for 
sexual equality and refusing to adhere fully to the restrictive expectations 
of early Victorian society 
 

 

 

 
Bronte, Emily 
Wuthering Heights 
 
Lockwood, the new tenant of Thrushcross Grange on the bleak Yorkshire 
moors, is forced to seek shelter at Wuthering Heights, the home of his 
landlord. There he discovers the history of the tempestuous events that 
took place years before: of the intense passion between the foundling 
Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, and her betrayal of him. As 
Heathcliff's bitterness and vengeance is visited upon the next generation, 
their innocent heirs must struggle to escape the legacy of the past. 
 

 
 

 

 
Brook, Rhidian 
The Aftermath 
 
Hamburg, 1946. Thousands remain displaced in what is now the British 
Occupied Zone. Charged with overseeing the rebuilding of this 
devastated city, Colonel Lewis Morgan is requisitioned a house on the 
banks of the Elbe, where he will be joined by his grieving wife, and only 
remaining son. 
But rather than force its owners, a German widower and his traumatized 
daughter, to leave their home, Lewis insists that they live together.  
 

 

 
Bugler, Suzanne 
This Perfect World 
 
Heddy Partridge was never my friend because I was pretty, popular, 
clever and blonde. Heddy Partridge was none of these things. Laura 
Hamley has everything: a loving and successful husband, two beautiful 
children, and an expensive home. But her perfect world is suddenly 
threatened when she receives an unwelcome phone call from Mrs 
Partridge, mother of Heddy, the girl Laura and her friends bullied 
mercilessly at school.  

 



 

 
Burn, Gordon 
Alma Cogan 
 
How does it feel to be never allowed to die? In his classic début novel, 
Gordon Burn takes Britain's biggest selling vocalist of the 1950s and turns 
her story into an equation of celebrity and murder. Fictional characters 
jostle for space with real life stars, from John Lennon to Doris Day and 
Sammy Davis Jnr, as Burn, in a breath taking act of appropriation, 
reinvents the popular culture of the post-war years.  
 

 

 

 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson 
The Secret Garden  
 
After the death of her parents, Mary is brought back from India as a 
forlorn and unwanted child, to live in her uncle's great lonely house on the 
moors. Then one day she discovers the key to a secret garden and, like 
magic, her life begins to brighten in so many ways. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Burton, Jessie 
The Miniaturist 
 
On a brisk autumn day in 1686, 18-year-old Nella Oortman arrives in 
Amsterdam to begin a new life as the wife of illustrious merchant trader 
Johannes Brandt. But her new home, while splendorous, is not 
welcoming. Johannes is kind yet distant, always locked in his study or at 
his warehouse office - leaving Nella alone with his sister, the sharp-
tongued and forbidding Marin. But Nella's world changes when Johannes 
presents her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of 
their home. To furnish her gift, Nella engages the services of a miniaturist 
- an elusive and enigmatic artist whose tiny creations mirror their real-life 
counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways. 
 

 

 
Byatt, A.S   
Oxford Book of English Short Stories.  
 
The first anthology to specifically take the English short story as its theme. 
The 37 stories featured here are selected from the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, ranging from Dickens, Trollope, and Hardy to J. G. 
Ballard, Angela Carter, and Ian McEwan, though many draw ingeniously 
from the richness of earlier English literary writing. 
 

 

 
Camilleri, Andrea 
The Shape of Water 
 
When a local politician is found dead in his car, half naked, in a seedy 
neighbourhood known for prostitution and drug trafficking, it's assumed 
that he died of natural causes in the middle of a sexual escapade. Hoping 
to avoid an embarrassing situation, Montalbano's superiors expect him to 
close the case quickly. But the inspector senses that not all is as it seems 
and determinedly launches a full investigation. 

 



 

 
Camus, Albert 
The Outsider 
 
In his classic existentialist novel, Camus explores the predicament of the 
individual who is prepared to face the benign indifference of the universe 
courageously and alone. 
 

 

 
 
Carofiglio, Gianrio 
Involuntary Witness 
 
A nine year old boy is found raped and murdered at the bottom of a well 
near a beach resort in southern Italy. A Senegalese itinerant peddler is 
accused in what looks like a hopeless case taken on by Guido Guerrieri, 
counsel for the defence. Faced with small-town racism fuelled by recent 
immigration from Africa, Guido attempts to exploit the esoteric workings of 
the Italian courts. More than a perfectly paced legal thriller, this is a 
relentless suspense novel that goes way beyond the genre 
 

 

 
Carr, J. L. 
A Month in the Country 
 
Tom Birkin, a veteran of the Great War and a broken marriage, arrives in 
the remote Yorkshire village of Oxgodby where he is to restore a 
medieval mural in the local church. Living in the bell tower, surrounded by 
the countryside, Birkin finds that he himself has been restored to a new, 
and hopeful, attachment to life. Now, long after, as he reflects on the 
passage of time and the power of art. 
 

 

 
Carrisi, Donato 
The Whisperer 
 
Six buried arms. Six missing girls. A team led by Captain Roche and 
internationally renowned criminologist Goran Gavila are on the trail of a 
serial killer whose ferocity seems to have no limits. And he seems to be 
taunting them, leading them to discover each small corpse in turn; but the 
clues on the bodies point to several different killers. Roche and Gavila 
bring in Mila Vasquez, a specialist in cases involving children, and 
discovers a 'subliminal killer' - the hardest to catch... 
 

 

 
Chandler, Raymond 
Farewell my Lovely 
 
Eight years ago Moose Malloy and cute little redhead Velma were getting 
married - until someone framed Malloy for armed robbery. Now his stretch 
is up and he wants Velma back. PI Philip Marlow meets Malloy one hot 
day in Hollywood and, out of the generosity of his jaded heart, agrees to 
help him. Dragged from one smoky bar to another, Marlowe's search for 
Velma turns up plenty of dangerous gangsters with a nasty habit of 
shooting first and talking later. And soon what started as a search for a 
missing person becomes a matter of life and death. 

 



 

 
Chevalier, Tracy 
Falling Angels 
 
In the wake of Queen Victoria’s death, two young sets of eyes meet 
across the graves at Highgate Cemetery. Smartly dressed Lavinia 
Waterhouse, whose mother clings to traditional values; and Maude 
Coleman whose mother longs to escape the stifling grip of Victorian 
society. Thrust together by the girls’ friendship, these two very different 
families embark on a new century that will shake the very foundations of 
their lives. 
 

 

 

 
Clanchy, Kate 
Antigona and Me 
 
A privileged North London writer, Kate Clanchy, chances upon a Kosovan 
refugee called Antigona. Kate offers Antigona a job as a cleaner & so 
begins a moving friendship that results in this journal of Antigona's escape 
from her war torn homeland, domestic torture and alien status in Britain. 
Clanchy apologetically describes Antigona as her servant, but her book is 
more than an exercise in absolving middle-class guilt.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Cline, Emma 
The Girls 
 
In the dying days of a floundering counter-culture a young girl is caught 
up in unthinkable violence. Evie Boyd is desperate to be noticed. In the 
summer of 1969, empty days stretch out under the California sun. Until 
she sees them - The girls. Incense and clumsily strummed chords. 
Rumours of sex, frenzied gatherings, teen runaways. Was there a 
warning, or is Evie already too enthralled by the girls to see that her life is 
about to be changed forever? 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Coben, Harlan 

Live Wire 

 

When former tennis star Suzze T and her rock star husband, Lex, 
encounter an anonymous Facebook post questioning the paternity of their 
unborn child, Lex runs off, and Suzze, eight months pregnant, asks Myron 
to save her marriage, and perhaps her husband's life. But when he finds 
Lex, he also finds someone he wasn't looking for: his sister-in-law, Kitty, 
who along with Myron's brother abandoned the Bolitar family long ago.  
 

 

 
Cocker, Jarvis 
Mother, Brother, Lover 
 
Jarvis Cocker is widely regarded as one of the most original and 
memorable lyricists and performers of the last three decades.  
Mother, Brother, Lover takes the reader on a thirty-year tour into the life, 
art and preoccupations of one of the great British artists of the late 
twentieth century.  

 

 

 



 

 
Colin, Beatrice 
The Luminous Life of Lilly Aphrodite 
 
As the clock chimes the turn of the twentieth century, Lilly Nelly Aphrodite 
takes her first breath. The illegitimate, orphaned daughter of a cabaret 
performer, she finds early refuge at a Berlin Catholic orphanage. From 
there follows a lifetime of reinventions. Her eventual transformation into 
one of Germany's leading silent-film stars, and a partner in a remarkable 
romance, could ultimately cost her everything she has worked for. 

 
 

  

 
Collins, Wilkie 
The Woman in White 

 
A mysterious figure in white appears on Hampstead Heath, before the 
narration moves to a large North Country house. Sections of the storyline 
are taken up by a variety of characters, through whose eyes we experience 
events in this romantic, gothic thriller. 
 

 

 
 

 
Common, Jack 
Kiddar’s Luck 
 
Life as a boy of the streets involved fighting and petty crime, but there was 
also the influence of an eccentric uncle who stimulated his interest in the 
written word and a benevolent teacher who encouraged his writing. He 
writes of the freedom Kiddar experienced in the streets: ' The street was 
my second home. Though for some time mainly passive among its 
activities I had the freedom of it by right and could come into its full heritage 
whenever I was able.'  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Cornwell, Bernard 
The Last Kingdom 
 
Uhtred is an English boy, born into the aristocracy of ninth-century 
Northumbria. Orphaned at ten, he is captured and adopted by a Dane and 
taught the Viking ways. Yet Uhtred's fate is bound up with Alfred, King of 
Wessex, who rules over the only English kingdom to survive the Danish 
assault. He is left uncertain of his loyalties but a slaughter in a winter dawn 
propels him to the English side and he will become a man just as the 
Danes launch their fiercest attack yet on Alfred's kingdom. 
 

     
 
       

 
Dafydd, Catrin 
Random Deaths and Custard 
 
Sam Jones is a perfectly ordinary Valleys girl. Except for the random 
deaths, that is. Which she only just manages to avoid. Like the time she 
swallows a fish finger whole before answering the door to the catalogue 
salesman. That random death leads to love, mind, which is a relief to Sam: 
people on her street will stop thinking she's a lesbian. Recognition of how 
the ordinary and eccentric are two sides of the same coin, this is a novel 
that will have you laughing and crying into your custard. 

 



 

 
Dahl, K.O 
The Fourth Man 

In the course of a routine police raid Detective Inspector Frank Frølich of 
the Oslo Police saves Elizabeth Faremo from getting inadvertently caught 
in crossfire. By the time he learns that she is the sister of Jonny Faremo, 
wanted member of a larceny gang, it is already too late, he is obsessed. 
Suspected, suspended, and blindly in love, Frølich must find out if he is 
before his life unravels beyond repair. 

 
 

        
 
 

 
Darling, Julia 
Crocodile Soup 
 
Gert Hardcastle is thirty-something and unlucky in love. She thinks she has 
found "the One" the enigmatic Eva, who serves coffee at the cafeteria in 
the museum where Gert works as a curator cataloguing Egyptian artefacts.  
In a narrative studded with relentless humour and giddy self-deprecation, 
Julia Darling introduces an endearing cast of characters whose shared and 
wayward search for love is irresistible.  
 

 
 

 

 
Davenport, Bea 
In Too Deep 
 
The window's so small I can't see what happens next. But I do know that 
Kim is dead & I that I helped to kill her. Kim, my lovely, only, best friend.' 
Five years ago Maura fled life in Dowerby and took on a new identity, 
desperately trying to piece her life back together and escape the dark 
clouds that plagued her past. But then a reporter tracks her down, and 
persuades her to tell her story, putting her own life in danger once again. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Davies, Peter Ho 
The Welsh Girl 
 
An engrossing war time love story set in the stunning landscape of North 
Wales during the final months of World War 2. Young Esther Evans has 
lived her whole life in the confines of her village. Then in the wake of D 
Day, one summer evening she follows a group of boys to the German 
POW camp boundary. As the boys heckle the prisoners, one soldier seems 
to stand apart. The consequences of their relationship resonate through the 
lives of a vividly imagined cast of characters. 
 

 

 
Dewitt, Patrick 
The Sisters Brothers 
 
Hermann Kermit Warm is going to die. The enigmatic and powerful man 
known only as the Commodore has ordered it, and his henchmen, Eli and 
Charlie Sisters, will make sure of it. Though Eli doesn't share his brother's 
appetite for whiskey and killing, he's never known anything else. But their 
prey isn't an easy mark, and on the road from Oregon City to Warm's gold-
mining claim outside Sacramento, Eli begins to question what he does for a 
living-and whom he does it for. 

 



 

 
Dennis- Benn, Nicole 
Here comes the sun 
 
At an opulent resort in Montego Bay, Margot hustles to send her younger 
sister, Thandi, to school. Taught as a girl to trade her sexuality for survival, 
Margot is ruthlessly determined to shield Thandi from the same fate. When 
plans for a new hotel threaten their village, Margot sees not only an 
opportunity for her own financial independence but also perhaps a chance 
to admit a shocking secret: her forbidden love for another woman. As they 
face the impending destruction of their community, each woman – fighting 
to balance the burdens she shoulders with the freedom she craves – must 
confront long-hidden scars. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Diamant, Anita 
The Red Tent 
 
Her name is Dinah. In the Bible her fate is merely hinted at in a brief and 
violent detour within the verses of the Book of Genesis that recount the life 
of Jacob and his infamous dozen sons. The Red Tent is an extraordinary 
and engrossing tale of ancient womanhood and family honour. Told in 
Dinah's voice, it opens with the story of her mothers - the four wives of 
Jacob - each of whom embodies unique feminine traits, and concludes with 
Dinah's own startling and unforgettable story of betrayal, grief and love. 
Deeply affecting and intimate, The Red Tent combines outstandingly rich 
storytelling with an original insight into women's society in a fascinating 
period of early history and such is its warmth and candour, it is guaranteed 
to win the hearts and minds of women across the world. 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Dibdin, Michael 
Ratking 
 
Police Commissioner Aurelio Zen has crossed swords with the 
establishment before - and lost. From the depths of a mundane desk job in 
Rome he is unexpectedly transferred to Perugia to take over a kidnapping 
case involving one of Italy's most powerful families. 
 

 

 

 
Philip K. Dick 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
 
The novel is set in a post-apocalyptic San Francisco, where Earth's life has 
been greatly damaged by nuclear global war. Most animal species 
are endangered or extinct from extreme radiation poisoning so that owning 
an animal is now a sign of status and empathy, an attitude encouraged 
towards animals. The main plot follows Rick Deckard, a bounty hunter who 
is tasked with "retiring" (i.e. killing) six escaped Nexus-6 model androids, 
while a secondary plot follows John Isidore, a man of sub-par IQ who aids 
the fugitive androids. In connection with Deckard's mission, the novel 
explores the issue of what it is to be human. Unlike humans, the androids 
are said to possess no sense of empathy. 
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Dickens, Charles 
Great Expectations 
 
A terrifying encounter with an escaped convict in a graveyard on the wild 
Kent marshes; a summons to meet the bitter, decaying Miss Havisham and 
her ward Estella; the sudden generosity of a mysterious benefactor - these 
form a series of events that change the orphaned Pip's life forever, and he 
eagerly abandons his humble origins to begin a new life as a gentleman in 
Great Expectations 
 

 
 

 

 
Dickens, Charles 
Bleak House 
 
As the interminable case of Jarndyce and Jarndyce grinds its way through 
the Court of Chancery, it draws together a disparate group of people: Ada 
and Richard Clare, whose inheritance is gradually being devoured by legal 
costs; Esther Summerson, a ward of court, whose parentage is a source of 
deepening mystery; the menacing lawyer Tulkinghorn; the determined 
sleuth Inspector Bucket; and even Jo, the destitute little crossing-sweeper. 
A savage, but often comic, indictment of a society that is rotten to the core. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Dickens, Charles 
Little Dorrit  
 
When Arthur Clennam returns to England after many years abroad, he 
takes a kindly interest in Amy Dorrit, his mother's seamstress, and in the 
affairs of Amy's father, William Dorrit, a man of shabby grandeur, long 
imprisoned for debt in the Marshalsea. As Arthur soon discovers, the dark 
shadow of the prison stretches far beyond its walls…  
 

 

 
Dickens, Charles 
A Tale of two Cities  
 
The fortunes of two men - Charles Darnay, an exiled French aristocrat and 
Sydney Carton, a disreputable but brilliant English lawyer - become 
entwined through their love for Lucie Manette. Drawn together to the 
streets of Paris, their fate is played out under the vengeful shadow of La 
Guillotine. 
 

 

 
Donaghue, Emma 
Room   
 
Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has held 
her captive for seven years. Through determination, ingenuity, and fierce 
motherly love, Ma has created a life for Jack. But she knows it's not 
enough...not for her or for him. She devises a bold escape plan, one that 
relies on her young son's bravery and a lot of luck. What she does not 
realize is just how unprepared she is for the plan to actually work. 
   

 



 

 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor 
Crime and Punishment 
 
Based on Dostoevsky's own experience of the justice and penal system of 
Tsarist Russia, Crime and Punishment is a dark tale set in the dingy streets 
of St Petersburg, concerning the actions of a murderer who decides to 
commit homicide as a matter of principle. A tragic novel built out of a series 
of supremely dramatic scenes that illuminate the eternal conflicts at the 
heart of human existence. 
 

 
 

 

 
Doyle, Roddy 
The Commitments 
 
The Commitments are spreading the gospel of the soul. Ably managed by 
Jimmy Rabbitte, brilliantly coached by Joey 'The Lips' Fagan, their twin 
assault on Motown and Barrytown takes them by leaps and bounds from 
the parish hall to the steps of the studio door.  But can The Commitments 
live up to their name? 

 

 

 
Doyle, Arthur Conan 
Hound of the Baskervilles 
 
The Baskerville family is haunted by a phantom beast "with blazing eyes 
and dripping jaws" which roams the mist enshrouded moors around the 
isolated Baskerville Hall on Dartmoor. The Hound of the Baskervilles is the 
classic detective chiller: Is this devilish spectre the manifestation of a family 
curse? Or is Sir Henry the victim of a vile and scheming murderer? Only 
Sherlock Holmes can solve this affair. 
 

 

 
Dunant, Sarah 
Sacred Hearts 
 
1570 in the Italian city of Ferrara, and the convent of Santa Caterina is 
filled with noble women who are married to Christ because they cannot find 
husbands on the outside. Enter 16 year old Serafina, howling with rage and 
hormones and determined to escape. Her arrival disrupts the harmony and 
stability of the convent, as overseen by Madonna Chiara, an abbess as 
fluent in politics as she is in prayer. She assigns the novice into the care of 
Suora Zuana, the scholarly nun who runs the dispensary and treats all 
manner of sickness, from pestilence and melancholy to self-inflicted 
wounds.  
 

 

 
Dunmore, Helen 
The Greatcoat  
 
In the winter of 1952, Isabel Carey moves to the East Riding of Yorkshire 
with her husband Philip, a GP. Woken by intense cold one night, she 
discovers an old RAF greatcoat hidden in the back of a cupboard. Sleeping 
under it for warmth, she starts to dream. And not long afterwards, while her 
husband is out, she is startled by a knock at her window. 
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Durrenmatt, Friedrich 
The Pledge 
 
Set in a small town in Switzerland, The Pledge centres on the murder of a 
young girl and the detective who promises the victim’s mother he will find 
the perpetrator. Here Friedrich Dürrenmatt conveys his brilliant ear for 
dialogue and a devastating sense of timing and suspense. Joel Agee’s 
skilled translation effectively captures the various voices in the original, as 
well as its chilling conclusion. 
 

 
 

 

 
Edwards, Kim 
The Memory Keeper’s Daughter 
 
In 1964, when a blizzard forces Dr. David Henry to deliver his own twins, 
he immediately recognizes that one of them has Down Syndrome and 
makes a split-second decision that will haunt all their lives forever. 
Compulsively readable and deeply moving, The Memory Keeper's Dughter 
is an astonishing tale of redemptive love. 

   
    
           
   
 

 
Egholm, Elsebeth 
Three Dog Night 
 
It's the coldest winter in memory as ex-convict Peter Boutrup moves to 
rural Denmark to start a new life. But when a young woman goes missing 
on New Year's Eve and Peter discovers the body of Ramses, an old 
acquaintance from prison, things start to unravel. Two days later the body 
of a young girl is found in the harbour - she is naked, attached to an anchor 
and her face has been torn off. Is this the body of the missing woman and 
is it connected with Ramses' murder? And could Peter's strange new 
neighbour, Felix, be involved?  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Eliot, George 
Adam Bede 

In the novel that Alexandre Dumas called "the masterpiece of the century," 
three unworldly people find themselves trapped by unwise love in the 
English midlands of the early 1800s. Adam Bede, a simple carpenter, loves 
too blindly; Hetty Sorrel, a coquettish beauty, too recklessly; Arthur 
Donnithorne, a dashing squire, too carelessly. Their innocence, vanity and 
imprudence lead them into a triangle of seduction, murder and retribution. 

 

 
 

 

 
Eliot, George 
Silas Marner  
 
Silas Marner, the linen weaver of Raveloe, once was a respected member 
of a narrow congregation, but the events that took place during one of his 
cataleptic foots led to the loss of everything that he valued. Now he lives a 
withdrawn half-life and is an object of suspicion to his new neighbours; he 
exists only for his work and his golden guineas. But when his precious 
money is stolen and, shortly after, is mysteriously replaced by the child 
Eppie. 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Eng, Tan Twan 
The Garden of Evening Mists 
 
It's Malaya, 1949. After studying law at Cambridge and time spent helping 
to prosecute Japanese war criminals, Yun Ling Teoh seeks solace among 
the jungle fringed plantations of Northern Malaya. There she discovers 
Yugiri, the only Japanese garden in Malaya, and its owner and creator, the 
enigmatic Aritomo. Despite her hatred of the Japanese, Yun Ling seeks to 
engage Aritomo to create a garden in Kuala Lumpur. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Faber, Michel 
Under the Skin 
 
Isserley, an unusual-looking woman with strangely scarred skin, drives 
through the Scottish Highlands, looking for just the right male hitchhikers. 
She picks them up, makes enough small talk to determine she's made a 
safe choice, then hits a toggle switch on her car, releasing a drug that 
knocks her victims out. She then takes them to the "farm" where she lives-
and where the "processing" takes place-a terrifying procedure involving the 
removal of various body parts. 

 
 

 
 

 
Fantlova, Zdenka 
The Tin Ring 
 
A moving tale of courage, love, tenacity, and hope, this remarkable memoir 
documents one woman’s experience during the Holocaust. Enamoured 
with a man named Arno, Zdenka Fantlová, is separated from her soul-mate 
due to the German invasion. During a brief reunion, Arno proposes with a 
ring made from tin. Following Zdenka from Terezin through Auschwitz and 
Kurzbach to Bergen–Belsen, this heart breaking account focuses on the 
compassion of the friends and family who shared in her ordeal. 

 
 

       

 
Farah, Nuruddin 
Hiding in plain sight 

When Bella, an internationally known fashion photographer, dazzling and 
aloof, is forced to return to Nairobi to care for her teenage niece and 
nephew, she feels an unfamiliar surge of protectiveness and responsibility. 
But when their mother unexpectedly resurfaces, reasserting her maternal 
rights and bringing with her a gale of chaos and confusion that mirrors the 
deepening political instability in the region, Bella must decide whether she 
can or must come to their rescue. 

 
 
 

       

 
Faulks, Sebastian 
Charlotte Gray 
 
In 1942, Charlotte Gray, a young Scottish woman, heads for Occupied 
France on a dual mission - officially, to run an apparently simple errand for 
a British special operations group and unofficially to search for her lover, an 
English airman missing in action. As the people in the small town of 
Lavaurette prepare to meet their terrible destiny, the harrowing truth of 
what took place in 'the dark years' is finally revealed. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Filer, Nathan 
The Shock of the Fall 
 
While on vacation with their parents, Matthew Homes and his older brother 
sneak out in the middle of the night. Only Matthew comes home safely. Ten 
years later, Matthew tells us, he has found a way to bring his brother 
back... 
 

 

 

 
Finley, Diana 
The Loneliness of Survival 
 
One secret, two loves and two world wars from 1914 to 2014.  
Anna’s carefree youth in Vienna is threatened by the rise of the Nazis and 
increasing anti-Semitism. A naive affair sends her life into a downward 
spiral; she is forced to make a terrible choice – one which will colour the 
rest of her life. One secret, two loves and two world wars from 1914 to 
2014; from Vienna to Palestine, India, England and Germany will Anna 
survive the heart-breaking choices that the world brings to her doorstep? 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Fish, Laura 
Strange Music   
 
Richly complex, Strange Music recreates the lives of three women - the 
poet Elizabeth Barrett in England, and in Jamaica on the Barrett estate, 
there is Kaydia, a maidservant and Sheba, an indentured labourer. All 
three women struggle to escape a tragic but ever-present past. 
 

 

 

 
Fisher, Dorothy Canfield 
The Home-Maker 
 
Evangeline Knapp is the perfect, compulsive housekeeper, while her 
husband, Lester, is a poet and a dreamer. Suddenly, through a nearly fatal 
accident, their roles are reversed: Lester is confined to home in a 
wheelchair and his wife must work to support the family. The changes that 
take place between husband and wife and particularly between parents 
and children are both fascinating and poignant. 
 

 
 

        
 

 
Flaubert, Gustave 
Madame Bovary 
 
When Emma Rouault marries Charles Bovary she imagines she will pass 
into the life of luxury and passion that she reads about in sentimental 
novels and women's magazines. But Charles is a dull country doctor, and 
provincial life is very different from the romantic excitement for which she 
yearns. In her quest to realize her dreams she takes a lover, and begins a 
devastating spiral into deceit and despair. 
 
 

 

 



 

 
Flint, Emma 
Little Deaths 
 
Summer 1965 Queens, New York, Ruth Malone wakes to find an open 
window and her two young children missing. After a desperate search, the 
police make a horrifying discovery and, noting discrepancies in Ruth’s 
appearance, leap to conclusions, fueled by neighbourhood gossip. 
Covering the case, tabloid reporter Pete Wonicke is inclined to do the 
same, but as he watches Ruth, he learns about police and press 
procedures. Soon he begins to doubt everything he thought he knew.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Ford, Richard 
Canada 
 
Fifteen-year-old Dell Parsons' parents rob a bank, his sense of normal life 
is forever altered. In an instant, this private cataclysm drives his life into 
before and after, a threshold that can never be uncrossed. A haunting and 
elemental novel about the cataclysm that undoes one teenage boy’s family, 
and the stark and unforgiving landscape in which he attempts to find grace. 
Powerful and unforgettable. 
  

    
 

       
 

 
Forna, Aminatta 
The memory of love 
 
In Sierra Leone, a devastating civil war has left an entire populace with 
secrets to keep. In the capital hospital, a gifted young surgeon is plagued 
by demons that are beginning to threaten his livelihood. Elsewhere in the 
hospital lies a dying man who was young during the country’s turbulent 
postcolonial years and has stories to tell that are far from heroic. 
 

 
 

       
 

 
Forster, E.M. 
A Room  with a View 
 
A young English middle-class girl, Lucy Honeychurch. While vacationing in 
Italy, Lucy meets and is wooed by two gentlemen, George Emerson and 
Cecil Vyse. After turning down Cecil Vyse's marriage proposals twice Lucy 
finally accepts. Upon hearing of the engagement George protests and 
confesses his true love for Lucy. Lucy is torn between the choice of 
marrying Cecil, who is a more socially acceptable mate, and George who 
she knows will bring her true happiness. 

 
 

 

 
Fossum Karen 
Bad Intentions 
 
When the body of the third friend is discovered, Inspector Sejer is put in 
charge of the investigation. He is troubled by the apparent suicide and has 
an overwhelming sense that the surviving pair has something to hide. 
Weeks pass without further clues and then, in a nearby lake, the body of 
another teenage boy floats to the surface... 
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Fox, Essie 
The Somnambulist 
 
When seventeen-year old Phoebe Turner visits Wilton's Music Hall to 
watch her Aunt performing on stage, she risks the wrath of her mother 
Maud who marches with the Hallelujah Army, campaigning for all London 
theatres to close. While there, Phoebe is drawn to a stranger who heralds 
dramatic changes in the lives of all three women. 
 

 

 
 

 
Freud, Annie 
The Mirabelles 
 
Annie Freud’s award-winning first collection, introduced readers to a 
remarkably versatile new voice; The Mirabelles delivers a similarly 
exhilarating cornucopia. However, in a new sequence derived from family 
letters, Freud has invented almost a new kind of writing: these poems are 
profoundly moving, and startling in their boldly unfashionable lack of irony.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Furst, Alan 
Spies of the Balkans 
 
In that ancient port, with its wharves and warehouses, dark lanes and 
Turkish mansions, brothels and taverns, a tense political drama is being 
played out. On the northern border, the Greek army has blocked 
Mussolini's invasion, pushing his divisions back to Albania - the first defeat 
suffered by the Nazis, who have conquered most of Europe. But Adolf 
Hitler cannot tolerate such freedom; the invasion is coming, it's only a 
matter of time, and the people of Salonika can only watch and wait. 
 

 
 

 

 
Galloway, Steven 
The cellist of Sarajevo 
 
'A universal story, and a testimony to the struggle to find meaning, grace, 
and humanity, even amid the most unimaginable horrors.' Khaled Hosseini, 
author of The Kite Runner Snipers in the hills overlook the shattered streets 
of Sarajevo. Knowing that the next bullet could strike at any moment, the 
ordinary men and women below strive to go about their daily lives as best 
they can. Kenan faces the agonizing dilemma of crossing the city to get 
water for his family. Dragan, gripped by fear, does not know who among 
his friends he can trust. And Arrow, a young woman counter-sniper must 
push herself to the limits - of body and soul, fear and humanity. 

 
 
 

        

 
Gaskell, Elizabeth  
North & South 
 
This is one of the earliest novels of industrial alienation, tellingly linked to 
the plight of 19th-century women. It tells of the relationship between 
Margaret Hale, a girl from the old rural south, and John Thornton, a mill 
owner from the new industrial north. 
 
 

 

 



 

 
Genova, Lisa 
Still Alice 
 
When Alice finds herself in the rapidly downward spiral of Alzheimer's 
Disease she is just fifty years old. A university professor, wife, and mother 
of three, she still has so much more to do - books to write, places to see, 
grandchildren to meet. But when she can't remember how to make her 
famous Christmas pudding, when she fails to recognise her actress 
daughter after a superb performance, she comes up with a desperate plan.  
 

 
 

 
Goodwin, Daisy 
My Last Duchess 
 
Traveling abroad with her mother at the turn of the twentieth century to 
seek a titled husband, Cora Cash, suddenly finds herself Duchess of 
Wareham, married to Ivo, the most eligible bachelor in England. However 
Ivo is withdrawn and secretive, and the English social scene is full of traps 
and betrayals. Money, Cora soon learns, cannot buy everything, as she 
must decide what is truly worth the price in her life and her marriage.  
 

 
          
        
    

 

 
Graves, Robert 
Goodbye to all That 
 
In this autobiography, first published in 1929, poet Robert Graves traces 
the monumental and universal loss of innocence that occurred as a result 
of the First World War. Written after the war and as he was leaving his 
birthplace, he thought, forever, Good-Bye to All That bids farewell not only 
to England and his English family and friends, but also to a way of life.  
 

 

 

 
Greaves, C. Joseph 
Hard Twisted   
 
In May 1934, outside of Hugo, Oklahoma, a homeless man and his 13-
year-old daughter are befriended by a charismatic drifter, newly released 
from the federal penitentiary in Leavenworth, Kansas. The drifter, Clint 
Palmer, lures father and daughter to Texas, where the father, Dillard 
Garrett, mysteriously disappears, and where his daughter, Lucile, begins a 
one-year ordeal as Palmer's captive on a crime spree - culminating in the 
notorious Greenville, Texas, "skeleton murder" trial of 1935. 
 

 
 

 

 
Greene, St John 
Mum’s List 

On her deathbed, Kate Greene's only concern was for her two little boys, 
Reef and Finn, and her loving husband, Singe. She knew she'd be leaving 
them behind very soon. The couple talked and cried together as she wrote 
her thoughts and wishes down, trying to help the man she loved create the 
best life for their boys after she was gone.  

 

 
 



 

 
Gudenkauf,  Heather 
The Weight of Silence 
 
A sweet, gentle girl, Calli suffers from selective mutism, brought on by a 
tragedy she experienced as a toddler. Her mother tries her best to help, but 
is confined by marriage to a violent husband. Petra Gregory is Calli's best 
friend, her soul mate and her voice. But neither Petra nor Calli have been 
heard from since their disappearance was discovered. Now Calli and 
Petra's families are bound by the question of what has happened to their 
children.  
 

 
 
 
       
  
 

 
Gursel, Nedim 
The Last Tram 
 
In these stories, art, history, architecture, and contemporary politics feed 
into the swirling palette of colours with which the migrant experience is 
painted. Through dreams, memories, and an unforgettable host of 
characters, readers experience the constant state of longing and 
displacement associated with immigration and exile. 
 

 
 

 
Guterson, David 
Snow Falling on Cedars 
 
A young fisherman is found dead in the nets of his boat off an island in the 
Pacific Northwest. The novel tells the story of love and war and the ways 
men and women struggle for survival and redemption. David Guterson 
presents an intriguing tale of love, loss, murderous intent and the struggle 
for survival. 
 

 
 
 

 
Haddon, Mark 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
 
Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's, a form of autism. He knows a 
great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He loves lists, 
patterns and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and being 
touched. He has never gone further than the end of the road on his own, 
but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets out on a terrifying 
journey which will turn his whole world upside down.  
 

 
 
 

 
Hamilton Patrick 
Hangover Square 
 
London 1939, and in the grimy pub lands of Earls Court, George Harvey 
Bone is pursuing a helpless infatuation with Netta who is cool, 
contemptuous and hopelessly desirable to George. George is adrift in hell, 
until something goes click in his head and he realizes that he must kill her. 

 

 
 



 

 
Hamilton, Steve 
Misery Bay 
 
On a frozen January night, a young man loops one end of a long rope over 
the branch of a tree. The other end he ties around his neck. A snowmobiler 
will find him 36 hours later. It happens in a lonely corner of the Upper 
Peninsula, in a place they call Misery Bay. Alex McKnight does not know 
this young man, and he won't even hear about the suicide until two months 
later, when the door to the Glasgow Inn opens and the last person Alex 
would ever expect comes walking inside to ask for his help… 
 

 
 

 

 
Hammer, Lotte and Søren 
The Hanging 
 
On a cold Monday morning, two children make a gruesome discovery. 
Hanging from the roof of the school gymnasium are the bodies of five 
naked and heavily disfigured men. Detective Chief Superintendent Konrad 
is called in to investigate this horrific case. When the identities of the 
victims and the disturbing link between them is leaked to the press, the 
sinister motivation behind the killings quickly becomes apparent to the 
police 
 

 
 

 

 
Hammett, Dashiell 
The return of the Thin Man 
 
The Return of the Thin Man is a hugely entertaining read that brings back 
two classic characters from one of the greatest of mystery writers who ever 
lived. This book is destined to become essential reading for Hammett's 
millions of fans and a new generation of mystery readers the world over. 
 

 
 
 

 
Hardy, Thomas 
Jude the Obscure 
 
Jude Fawley dreams of studying at university in Christminster, but his 
background as an orphan leads him instead into a career as a 
stonemason. He is inspired by the ambitions of the town schoolmaster, 
who left for Christminster when Jude was a child. However, Jude falls in 
love with Arabella, is tricked into marrying her, and cannot leave his home 
village. When their marriage goes sour and Arabella moves to Australia, 
Jude resolves to go to Christminster at last. However, he finds that his 
attempts to enrol at the university are met with little enthusiasm. 

 
 
 
 

 
Hardy, Thomas 
The Mayer of Casterbridge 
 
In a fit of drunken anger, Michael Henchard sells his wife and baby 
daughter for five guineas at a country fair. Hardy's powerful and 
sympathetic study of the heroic but deeply flawed Henchard is an intensely 
dramatic work, tragically played out against the backdrop of a close-knit 
Dorset town. 
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Harris, Jane 
Gillespie and I 
 
1888, the young, art-loving, Harriet arrives in Glasgow at the time of the 
International Exhibition. After a chance encounter she befriends the 
Gillespie family and soon becomes a fixture in all of their lives. But when 
tragedy strikes - leading to a notorious criminal trial - the promise and 
certainties of this world all too rapidly disorientate into mystery and 
deception. Featuring a memorable cast of characters, infused with 
atmosphere and period detail, and shot through with wicked humour. 
 

 
 

 

 
Hawkins, Paula 
The Girl on the Train 
 
Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will 
wait at the same signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens. 
She’s even started to feel like she knows the people who live in one of the 
houses. Their life – as she sees it – is perfect. If only Rachel could be that 
happy. And then she sees something shocking. Now Rachel has a chance 
to become a part of the lives she’s only watched from afar. 
 

 
 

 
Haynes, Elizabeth 
Into the Darkest Corner 
 
Catherine has been enjoying the single life for long enough to know a good 
catch when she sees one. Gorgeous, charismatic, spontaneous - Lee 
seems almost too perfect to be true. And her friends clearly agree, as each 
in turn falls under his spell. But there is a darker side to Lee. His erratic, 
controlling and sometimes frightening behaviour means that Catherine is 
increasingly isolated. Driven into the darkest corner of her world, and 
trusting no one, she plans a meticulous escape. 
 

 
 

 

 
Heller, Joseph 
Catch 22 
 
At the heart of Joseph Heller's bestselling novel, first published in 1961, is 
a satirical indictment of military madness and stupidity, and the desire of 
the ordinary man to survive it. It is the tale of the dangerously sane Captain 
Yossarian, who spends his time in Italy plotting to survive. A bestseller and 
a modern classic, this book is well worth reading and studying in some 
depth. 

 

 
 

 
Hennessey, Patrick 
The Junior Officers' Reading Club 
 
This is the story of how a modern soldier is made, from the testosterone-
heavy breeding ground of Sandhurst to the nightmare of Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Showing war in all its terror, boredom and exhilaration, The 
Junior Officers’ Reading Club is already being hailed as a modern classic. 
 
 

 

 
 



 
Highsmith, Patricia 
The Talented Mr Ripley 
 
Ripley wanted out. He wanted money, success, the good life - and he was 
willing to kill for it all. This is the first novel to feature Patricia Highsmith's 
anti-hero, Tom Ripley. 

 

 
 

 
Highsmith, Patricia 
Strangers on a Train 
 
The psychologists would call it folie a deux . . . 'Bruno slammed his palms 
together. "Hey! Cheeses, what an idea! I kill your wife and you kill my 
father! We meet on a train, see, and nobody knows we know each other! 
Perfect alibis! Catch?''' From this moment, almost against his conscious 
will, Guy Haines is trapped in a nightmare of shared guilt and an insidious 
merging of personalities. 

 

 
 

 

 
Hill, Susan  
The Woman in Black 
 
Arthur Kipps is summoned to attend the funeral Mrs Alice Drablow, the 
house's sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, unaware of the tragic secrets 
which lie hidden behind the shuttered windows. The house stands at the 
end of a causeway, wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he 
glimpses a young woman, dressed all in black at the funeral, that a 
creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the 
reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black - and her terrible 
purpose. 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Hoeg, Peter 
Miss Smilla’s Feeling for Snow 
 
Smilla Jaspersen, the resourceful, tenacious and bloody-minded 
Greenlander heroine, has won the hearts of readers the world over in her 
quest to find the truth behind the death of a six year-old boy. 

 

         
   

 
Holt, Anne 
The Blind Goddess 
 
Blind Goddess opens with the discovery of a dead drug dealer on the 
outskirts of the Norwegian capital of Oslo. Within days Hansa Larsen, a 
lawyer of the shadiest kind, is found shot to death, and police officers 
HÅkon Sand and Hanne Wilhelmsen establish a link between the two 
crimes? As the officers investigate, they uncover a massive network of 
corruption involving the highest level of government whose exposure may 
well get them killed. 
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Hosseini, Khaled 
And the Mountains Echoed 
 
In this tale revolving around not just parents and children but brothers and 
sisters, cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which 
families nurture, wound, betray, honour, and sacrifice for one another; and 
how often we are surprised by the actions of those closest to us, at the 
times that matter most. 
 

 
 

 

 
Hosseini, Khaled 
The Kite Runner 
 
The Kite Runner tells a sweeping story of family, love, and friendship 
against a backdrop of history that has not been told in fiction before, 
bringing to mind the large canvasses of the Russian writers of the 
nineteenth century. But just as it is old-fashioned in its narration, it is 
contemporary in its subject -- the devastating history of Afghanistan over 
the past thirty years. As emotionally gripping as it is tender, The Kite 
Runner is an unusual and powerful debut. 
 
 

 
               

 
 

 
Huchu, Tendai 
The Hairdresser of Harare 
 
Vimbai is a hairdresser, the best in Mrs Khumalo's salon, and she knows 
she is the queen on whom they all depend. Her situation is reversed when 
the good-looking, smooth-talking Dumisani joins them. However, his charm 
and desire to please slowly erode Vimbai's rancour and when he needs 
somewhere to live, Vimbai becomes his landlady. 
 

 

 
 

 
Hussain Ed 
The Islamist 
 
Why are young British Muslims becoming extremists? What are the risks of 
another home-grown terrorist attack on British soil? Ed Husain describes 
his experiences inside these groups, explains the reasons he joined them 
and how, after leaving, he recovered his faith and mind. 
 

 

 

 
Hynde, Chrissie 
Reckless 

Rich and incredibly frank, Chrissie's uncompromising memoir will include 
her 1950s childhood in Akron, Ohio; the Cleveland rock scene and the Kent 
State University riots; Paris and London in the early 1970s; a strikingly 
intimate portrayal of the nascent punk movement; and the formation and 
bittersweet success and tragedy of The Pretenders. Funny, evocative and 
candid, Chrissie memoir is sure to go down as a classic of the genre, and 
an unmissable treat for all rock fans.  

 
 
 
 



 
Ingelman-Sundberg, Catharina 
The Little Old Lady who Broke All The Rules 
 
Martha Andersson dreams of escaping her care home and robbing a bank. 
With her four oldest friends Martha decides to rebel against all of the rules 
imposed upon them. Together, they cause uproar with their antics 
protesting against early bedtimes and plastic meals.  As the elderly friends 
become more daring, they hatch a cunning plan to break out of the dreary 
care home and land themselves in a far more attractive Stockholm 
establishment. 
 

 
 
 

 
Ingolfsson, Victor Arnar 
The Flatey Enigma 
 
Near this deserted island off the western coast of Iceland, the dawning of 
spring brings with it new life for the local wildlife. But not for the dead and 
decaying body discovered by three local seal hunters, which is found to be 
a Danish cryptographer missing for several months, the ensuing murder 
investigation uncovers a mysterious link between him and an ancient 
medieval manuscript known as the Book of Flatey.  
 

 
 
 

 
Ishiguro, Kazuo 
Never Let Me Go 
 
Kathy, Ruth & Tommy were pupils at Hailsham, an idyllic establishment 
deep in the English countryside. The children were tenderly sheltered from 
the outside world, lead to believe their personal welfare was crucial. But for 
what reason were they really there? It is only years later that Kathy finally 
allows herself to yield to the pull of memory. Kathy, Ruth & Tommy, slowly 
come to face the truth about their seemingly happy childhoods. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Jacobsson, Howard 
Shylock is My Name 

William Shakespeare's The merchant of Venice retold. 'Who is this guy, 
Dad? What is he doing here?' With an absent wife and a daughter going off 
the rails, wealthy art collector and philanthropist Simon Strulovitch is in 
need of someone to talk to. So when he meets Shylock at a cemetery in 
Cheshire's Golden Triangle, he invites him back to his house. It's the 
beginning of a remarkable friendship.  

 

       
 
 
       

 
 

 

 
Jackson, Shirley 
We Have Always Lived in the Castle 
 
Living in the Blackwood family home with only her sister Constance and 
her Uncle Julian for company, Merricat just wants to preserve their delicate 
way of life. But ever since Constance was acquitted of murdering the rest 
of the family, the world isn't leaving the Blackwoods alone. And when 
Cousin Charles arrives, armed with overtures of friendship and a desperate 
need to get into the safe, Merricat must do everything in her power to 
protect the remaining family. 
 

 
 

  



 

 
James, Henry 
The Portrait of a Lady  
 
A classic novel in which young American Isabel Archer is eager to embrace 
life and makes her choice from the suitors who court her as she explores 
Europe. 
 

 

 
 

 
Jansson, Tove 
The Summer Book 
 
On an island in the Gulf of Finland, a small girl and her grandmother, with 
seventy years between them, argue, dream, and explore together their 
island and others of memory and anticipation. A stunning book by author 
Tove Jansson. 
 

 

 
 

 
Jonasson, Jonas 
The hundred year old man who climbed out of the window and disappeared  
 
It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly 
in his room in an old people’s home, he is waiting for the party he-never-
wanted-anyway to begin. The Mayor is going to be there. The press is 
going to be there. But, as it turns out, Allan is not… Slowly but surely Allan 
climbs out of his bedroom window, into the flowerbed (in his slippers) and 
makes his getaway. And so begins his picaresque and unlikely journey. 
 
 

 
 

         
 

 
Jones, Lloyd 
Mr Pip 
 
On a copper-rich tropical island shattered by war, where the teachers have 
fled with all most everyone else, only one white man stays behind, the 
eccentric Mr. Watts, object of much curiosity and scorn, who sweeps out 
the ruined schoolhouse and begins to read to the children each day from 
Charles Dickens's classic Great Expectations.  
 
 

 

 
 

 
Jones, Sadie 
The Uninvited Guests 
 
It's rural England, just after the turn of the last century. Charlotte married 
Edward Shift after the sudden death of her first husband, Horace 
Torrington. They live at Sterne, the home they are in danger of losing due 
to a financial crisis, with Charlotte's 3 children: Emerald, Clovis and 
Smudge. On the day of Emerald's birthday party, a terrible train wreck 
occurs on a branch line and the stranded passengers seek refuge at 
Sterne. Among these passengers is Charlie Traversham-Beechers, a 
sketchy figure from Charlotte's past.  
 

 
 

 



 

 
Jungstedt, Mari 
The Killer's Art 
 
It is a cold wintry morning in the picturesque port town of Visby when art 
dealer Egon Wallin's battered and naked body is found hanging from a 
gate in the town's old city walls. His was a very public death. As Inspector 
Knutas begins his investigation, Egon's secrets quickly begin to come to 
the surface. 
 
 

 

 

 
Kaaberbol, Lene & Friis, Agnete 
The Boy in the Suitcase  
 
Nina Borg, a Red Cross nurse, wife, and mother of two, is a compulsive do-
gooder who can't say no when someone asks for help--even when she 
knows better. When her estranged friend Karin leaves her a key to a public 
locker in the Copenhagen train station, Nina gets suckered into her most 
dangerous project yet. Inside the locker is a suitcase, and inside the 
suitcase is a three-year-old boy: naked and drugged, but alive 
 

 
 
 

 
Kane, Jessica Francis 
The Report  
 
On a March night in 1943, on the steps of a London Tube station, 173 
people die in a crowd seeking shelter from what seemed to be another air 
raid. When the devastated neighbourhood demands an inquiry, the job falls 
to magistrate Laurence Dunne.  
 
 

 

 

 
Kay, Jackie 
Trumpet 
 
Celebrated trumpeter Joss Moody has died and the jazz world is in 
mourning. But in death, Joss can no longer guard the secret he kept all his 
life, and Colman, his adoring son, must confront the truth: the man whom 
he believed to be his father was, in fact a woman.  
 

 

 

 
Kidd, Sue Monk 
The secret Life of Bees 
 
Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped around the blurred memory of the 
afternoon her mother was killed. When Lily's fierce-hearted black "stand-in 
mother," Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides 
to spring them both free. They escape to Tiburon, South Carolina--a town 
that holds the secret to her mother's past. Taken in by an eccentric trio of 
black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their mesmerizing world of 
bees and honey, and the Black Madonna. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
King, Stephen 
Carrie 
 
A modern classic, Carrie introduced a distinctive new voice in American 
fiction -- Stephen King. The story of misunderstood high school girl Carrie 
White, her extraordinary telekinetic powers, and her violent rampage of 
revenge, remains one of the most barrier-breaking and shocking novels of 
all time. 
 

 

 

 
Koonchung, Chan 
The Fat Years 
 
In Beijing a month has gone missing from official records. No one has any 
memory of it, and no one can care less. Except for a small circle of friends, 
who will stop at nothing to get to the bottom of the sinister cheerfulness and 
amnesia that has possessed the Chinese nation. When they kidnap a high-
ranking official and force him to reveal all, what they learn - not only about 
their leaders, but also about their own people - stuns them to the core. It is 
a message that will rock the world... 
 

 
 

 

 
Kureishi, Hanif 
The Buddha of Suburbia 
 
This is the story of Karim Amir, "an Englishman born and bred - almost", 
who lives with his English mother and Indian father in the South London 
suburbs. 
 

 
 
 

 
Lackberg, Camilla  
The Ice Princess 
 
The writer Erica Falck has returned to her home town on the death of her 
parents, but discovers the community in turmoil. A close childhood friend, 
Alex, has been found dead. Her wrists have been slashed, and her body is 
frozen solid in a bath that has turned to ice. Erica decides to write a memoir 
about the charismatic but withdrawn Alex, more as a means of overcoming 
her own writer's block than solving the mystery of Alex's death. But Erica 
finds that her interest in Alex is becoming almost obsessive. She begins to 
work with a local detective only to discover some unpleasant secrets… 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Larsson, Steig  
The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo 
 
Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger vanishes off the secluded island owned by 
the Vanger family. Her uncle Henrik, is convinced she was murdered by 
someone in her own family. Disgraced journalist Mikael Blomqvist is hired 
to investigate, but he needs a competent assistant in the form of computer 
hacker, Lisbeth Salander - a tattooed, angry girl who rides a motorbike and 
handles makeshift weapons with the skill born of remorseless rage.  
  

 
 

 



 

 
Laurel, Juan Tomas 
The Gurugu Pledge 
 
By Night the Mountain Burns. On Mount Gurugu, overlooking the Spanish 
enclave of Melilla on the North African coast, desperate migrants gather 
before attempting to scale the city’s walls and gain asylum on European 
soil. Inspired by first-hand accounts, Juan Tomás Ávila Laurel has written 
an urgent novel, by turns funny and sad, bringing a distinctly African 
perspective to a major issue of our time.  
 

 
 

        

 
Ladipo Manyika, Sarah 
Like a Mule Bringing Ice Cream to the Sun 
 
Morayo Da Silva, a cosmopolitan Nigerian woman, lives in hip San 
Francisco. Nearly seventy-five & in good health, she enjoys road trips in 
her vintage Porsche & chatting to strangers. After a fall her independence 
crumbles so without support of family, she relies on friends. Morayo 
recounts her story, moving seamlessly between past and present, we meet 
a Palestinian shopkeeper, a feisty homeless Grateful Dead devotee, and 
Antonio, the poet whom she desired more than her ambassador husband. 
 

 
 
   
 
       

 
Lawrence, D H 
Sons and Lovers 
 
The marriage of Gertrude and Walter Morel has become a battleground. 
Repelled by her uneducated and sometimes violent husband, delicate 
Gertrude devotes her life to her children, especially to her sons, William 
and Paul - determined they will not follow their father into working down the 
coal mines. But conflict is evitable when Paul seeks to escape his mother's 
suffocating grasp through relationships with women his own age. 
 

 

 

 
Laws, Valerie 
The Operator 
 
In the second Erica Bruce and Will Bennett mystery, a sadistic orthopaedic 
surgeon is bizarrely killed. Soon it appears someone’s giving doctors a 
taste of their own medicine… This action-packed thriller reunites Erica 
Bruce, small but fierce alternative health therapist and journalist, with tall, 
dark, athletic Detective Inspector Will Bennett, full-on sceptic. With lots of 
witty Tyneside banter from shamelessly excess-loving Stacey Reed.  
 

 
 

 

 
Lee, Harper  
To Kill a Mockingbird 
 
Set in a sleepy town in South Alabama during the Great Depression in the 
1930s, this is a multi-layered story which dissects the white and black 
communities of the American South. Told with gentle humour, it focuses on 
religious turpitude and the ambivalence of adult morality. 

 

 
 



 

 
Lee, Harper 
Go Set a Watchman 
 
This novel is set during the mid-1950s and features many of the characters 
from 'To Kill a Mockingbird' some twenty years before. Scout (Jean Louise 
Finch) has returned to Maycomb from New York to visit her father Atticus. 
She is forced to grapple with issues both personal and political as she tries 
to understand both her father's attitude toward society, and her own 
feelings about the place where she was born and spent her childhood. 
 

 
 

 

 
Lethem, Jonathan 
Motherless Brooklyn 
 
Lionel Essrog is Brooklyn’s very own self-appointed Human Freak show, 
an orphan whose Tourette impulses drive him to bark, count, and rip apart 
our language in startling and original ways. Together with three veterans of 
the St. Vincent’s Home for Boys, he works for small-time mobster Frank 
Minna’s limo service cum detective agency. 
 

 

 
 

 
Lemaitre, Pierre 
Alex 
 
In kidnapping cases, the first few hours are crucial. After that, the chances 
of being found alive go from slim to nearly none. Alex may be no ordinary 
victim, but her time is running out. Commandant Camille Verhoeven and 
his detectives have nothing to go on: no suspect, no lead, rapidly 
diminishing hope. All they know is that a girl was snatched off the streets of 
Paris and bundled into a white van. The enigma that is the fate of Alex will 
keep Verhoeven guessing until the bitter, bitter end.  
 

 
 

 
Levi, Primo  
Is this is a man 
 
With the moral stamina and intellectual pose of a twentieth-century Titan, 
this slightly built, dutiful, unassuming chemist set out systematically to 
remember the German hell on earth, steadfastly to think it through, and 
then to render it comprehensible in lucid, unpretentious prose. He was 
profoundly in touch with the minutest workings of the most endearing 
human events and with the most contemptible. 
 

 
 

        

 
Levitin, Daniel J 
This is your brain on music 
 
This is the first book to offer a comprehensive explanation of how humans 
experience music and to unravel the mystery of our perennial love affair 
with it. Using musical examples from Bach to the Beatles, Levitin reveals 
the role of music in human evolution, shows how our musical preferences 
begin to form even before we are born and explains why music can offer 
such an emotional experience.  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/1784752460#reader-link


 

 
Levy, Andrea 
The Long Song 
 
Told in the irresistibly wilful and intimate voice of Miss July, with some 
editorial assistance from her son, Thomas, The Long Song is at once 
defiant, funny, and shocking. The child of a field slave on the Amity sugar 
plantation, July lives with her mother until Mrs. Caroline Mortimer, a 
recently transplanted English widow, decides to move her into the great 
house and rename her 'Marguerite.'  
 

 
 

 

 
Levy, Deborah 
Swimming Home 
 
As he arrives with his family at the villa in the hills above Nice, Joe sees a 
body in the swimming pool. But the girl is very much alive. She is Kitty 
Finch: a self-proclaimed botanist with green-painted fingernails, walking 
naked out of the water and into the heart of their holiday. Why is she there? 
What does she want from them all? And why does Joe's enigmatic wife 
allow her to remain? 
 

 
 

 

 
Lewis, Simon 
Bad Traffic 
 
Inspector Jian is a Chinese cop from the Siberian borders who thinks he's 
seen it all. But his search for his missing daughter brings him to the 
meanest streets he's ever faced - in rural England. Migrant worker Ding 
Ming is distressed - his gang master’s making demands, he owes a lot of 
money to the snakeheads and no one will tell him where his wife has been 
taken. Maybe England isn't the 'gold mountain' he was promised. 
 

 

 

 
Leyshon, Nell 
The Colour of Milk 
 
The year is eighteen hundred and thirty one when fifteen-year-old Mary 
begins the difficult task of telling her story. A scrap of a thing with a sharp 
tongue and hair the colour of milk, Mary leads a harsh life working on her 
father's farm alongside her three sisters. In the summer she is sent to work 
for the local vicar's invalid wife, where the reasons why she must record 
the truth of what happens to her - and the need to record it so urgently - are 
gradually revealed 
 

  
 

        

 
Lief, Katia 
You Are Next 
 
Former Detective Karin Schaeffer has nothing left to live for after serial 
killer Martin Price destroys all she holds dear. Known as "The Domino 
Killer" because he leaves dominoes as a clue to his next victim, Price 
doesn't stop until an entire family is destroyed. Even when he's locked 
away in prison, the shadow he casts over Karin's life keeps her in constant 
darkness. 

 
 



 

 
Lier Horst, Jorn 
When it Grows Dark 
 
Stavern 1983: Christmas is approaching, snow is falling heavily, and a 
young ambitious policeman named William Wisting has just become the 
father of twins. After a brutal robbery he is edged off the investigation by 
more experienced officers, but soon he is on another case that is not only 
unsolved but has not even been recognised as murder. Forgotten in a 
dilapidated barn stands a bullet riddled old car, and it looks as if the driver 
did not get out alive. This case will shape William Wisting as a policeman 
and give him insight that he will carry with him for the rest of his 
professional career: generations form an unbroken chain. 
 

  
   
     
          

 
Litten, Russ 
Scream If You Want to Go Faster  
 
Hull Fair, October 2007. A city still drowning in the aftermath of summer 
floodwater prepares to wave farewell to Europe's biggest travelling 
carnival. For six year-old Billie, Walton Street is a magical playground of 
wide-eyed adventure. For David and Denise, the fading lights of the Fair 
signal the birth of a brand new kind of freedom 
 

 

 
 

 
Lively, Penelope 
How it all began 
 
When . . . Charlotte is mugged and breaks her hip, her daughter Rose 
cannot accompany her employer Lord Peters to Manchester, which means 
his niece Marion has to go instead, which means she sends a text to her 
lover which is intercepted by his wife, which is . . . just the beginning in the 
ensuing chain of life-altering events. 
 

 
 
       

 

 
Lovric, Michelle 
The Book of Human Skin 
 
1784, Venice. Miniguillo Fasan claws his way out of his mother’s womb. 
The magnificent Palazzo Espagnol, built on New World drugs and silver, 
has an heir. Twelve years later Minguillo uncovers a threat to his 
inheritance: a sister. His jealousy will condemn her to a series of fates as a 
cripple, a madwoman and a nun. 
 

 
  

 

 
Ulla-Lena Lundberg 
Ice 
 
It is the summer of 1946. A novice Lutheran priest, his wife and baby 
daughter arrive at a windswept island off the coast of Finland, where they 
are welcomed by its frugal, self-sufficient community of fisher folk turned 
reluctant farmers. In this deeply atmospheric and quietly epic tale, 
Lundberg uses a wealth of everyday detail to draw us in - stoic and devout 
yet touched with humour and a propensity for song.  
 

 
   

 
         



 

 
McBride, Elmear 
The Lesser Bohemians 
An eighteen-year-old Irish girl arrives in London to study drama and falls 
violently in love with an older actor. While she is naive and thrilled by life in 
the big city, he is haunted by demons, and the clamorous relationship that 
ensues risks undoing them both. At once epic and exquisitely intimate, The 
Lesser Bohemians is a celebration of the dark and the light in love. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
McCarthy, Cormac 
The Road 
 
A profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future in which 
no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, each the other's 
world entire, are sustained by love. Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is 
an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: 
ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that 
keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.  
 

 
 

    
 

 
McEwan, Ian 
Atonement 
 
In the hot summer of 1935 thirteen year old Briony Tallis is trying to stage a 
play to welcome her older brother home, but her cousins are proving not to 
be up to the task. As she sulks in her room she notices that her sister 
Cecilia has stripped her clothes off and jumped into a fountain, apparently 
at the behest of the cleaning lady's son Robbie. That night something truly 
terrible happens, which will dramatically change the lives of Cecilia, Robbie 
and herself. 
 

 
 

 

 
McEwan, Ian 
On Chesil Beach 
 
1962. Florence, the daughter of a successful businessman, is a talented 
musician. She dreams of a career on the concert stage and of the perfect 
life with Edward, the earnest young history student. From the precise and 
intimate depiction of two young lovers eager to rise above the hurts and 
confusion of the past, this is an extraordinary exploration of how the entire 
course of a life can be changed—by a gesture not made or a word not 
spoken.  
 

 
 
 

 
McGregor, Jon 
Even the Dogs 
 
On a cold, quiet day between Christmas and the New Year, a man's body 
is found in an abandoned apartment. His friends look on, but they're dead, 
too... This novel was first published in 2010, and it focuses on alcoholism, 
drug addiction, homelessness and dereliction. 
 
 

 
        



 

 
McGregor, Jon 
Reservoir 13 
 
Midwinter in an English village. A teenage girl has gone missing. Everyone 
is called upon to join the search. The villagers fan out across the moors as 
the police set up roadblocks and a crowd of news reporters descends on 
what is usually a place of peace. Meanwhile, there is work that must still be 
done: cows milked, fences repaired, stone cut, pints poured, beds made, 
sermons written, a pantomime rehearsed. And those who are pulled back; 
those who come together and those who break apart.  
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
MacBride, Stuart 
22 Dead Little Bodies  
 
It's been a bad week for acting Detective Inspector Logan McRae. Every 
time his unit turns up anything interesting, DCI Steel's Major Investigation 
Team waltzes in and takes over, leaving CID with all the dull and horrible 
jobs. Like dealing with Mrs Black - who hates her neighbour, the police, 
and everyone else. Or identifying the homeless man who drank himself to 
death behind some bins. Or tracking down the wife and kids of someone 
who's just committed suicide. But when the dead bodies start turning up, 
one thing's certain - Logan's week is about to get a whole lot worse... 
 

 
 
 

 
McDonal, Helen 
H is for Hawk 
 
H is for Hawk is an unflinchingly honest account of Macdonald's struggle 
with grief during the difficult process of the hawk's taming and her own un-
taming. This is a book about memory, nature and nation, and how it might 
be possible to reconcile death with life and love. 
 

 
 

 

 
MacLaverty, Bernard 
Midwinter Break 
 
A retired couple, Gerry and Stella Gilmore, fly to Amsterdam for a 
midwinter break. A holiday to refresh the senses, to see the sights and to 
generally take stock of what remains of their lives. But amongst the wintry 
streets and icy canals we see their relationship fracturing beneath the 
surface. And when memories re-emerge of a troubled time in their native 
Ireland things begin to fall apart. As their midwinter break comes to an end, 
we understand how far apart they are – and can only watch as they 
struggle to save themselves. 

 
 

  
 

 
MacMillan, Angela 
A Little ALOUD 
 
This unique book offers a selection of prose and poetry especially suitable 
for reading aloud - to your husband or wife, a sick parent or child, an 
elderly relative. With short introductions and discussion topics for each 
piece there's something here for everyone – 
 

 

 
 



 

 
Maksik, Alexander 
You Deserve Nothing 
 
Set in an international high school in Paris, You Deserve Nothing is told in 
three voices: that of Will, a charismatic young teacher who brings ideas 
alive in the classroom in a way that profoundly affects his students; Gilad, 
one of Will's students who has grown up behind compound walls in places 
like Dakar and Dubai, and for whom Paris and Will's senior seminar are the 
first heady tastes of freedom; and Marie, the beautiful, vulnerable senior 
with whom, unbeknownst to Gilad, Will is having an illicit affair. 
 

 
 

 

 
Mandanna, Sarita 
Tiger Hills 
 
As a child, Devi befriends a young boy whose mother has died in tragic 
circumstances. Over the years, Devi and Devanna become inseparable 
however things change when Devi meets Muthi, a young man who has 
killed a tiger and is feted as a hero. Although she is still a child and Muthi is 
a man, Devi vows that one day she will marry him. It is this love that will 
gradually drive a wedge between her and her friend Devanna. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mankowski, Guy 
Letters from Yelena 
 
Yelena, a brilliant but flawed Ukrainian ballerina, comes to the UK to fulfil 
her dreams and dance in one of ballet’s most prestigious roles: Giselle. 
While researching content for his new book, Yelena meets Noah, and here 
begins a journey of discovery. Life takes an unexpected turn, and the two 
write letters in which they try to provide a blueprint of their lives and find 
their way back to each other. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Manotti, Dominique 
Rough Trade 
 
One spring morning a Thai girl is found dead in a fashion workshop, inciting 
a tangle of illicit events involving illegal immigration, oppressed sweatshop 
workers, prostitution rings, and a gay police officer and his Turkish lover. 
As the story unfolds more of the secrets hidden in the upper registers of 
Parisian society come to light. 
 

 

 
 

 
Mengestu, Dinaw  
All Our Names 
 
In Uganda, two young men get caught up in a revolt against the post-
colonial regime in the early 1970s. As the line between idealism and 
violence becomes increasingly blurred, the friends are driven apart. One of 
them into the deepest peril. In a quiet town in the American Midwest, an 
exotic stranger arrives, an exchange student from Africa called Isaac. 
Helen, his social worker quickly falls for him, but soon learns to keep their 
affair hidden and that Isaac is haunted by his mysterious past.  

 
 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/1444793756#reader-link


 
Meyer, Stephenie 
New Moon 
 
Bella and Edward find themselves facing new obstacles, including a 
devastating separation, the mysterious appearance of dangerous wolves 
roaming the forest in Forks, a terrifying threat of revenge from a female 
vampire and a deliciously sinister encounter with Italy's reigning royal 
family of vampires, the Volturi. Passionate, riveting, and full of surprising 
twists and turns, this vampire love saga is well on its way to literary 
immortality. 
 

 
     

     

 
Miller, A. D. 
Snowdrops 
Psychological drama that unfolds over the course of one Moscow winter, 
as a thirty-something Englishman's moral compass is spun by the 
seductive opportunities revealed to him by a new Russia: a land of 
hedonism and desperation, corruption and kindness, magical dachas and 
debauched nightclubs; a place where secrets - and corpses- come to light 
only when the deep snows start to thaw... 
 

 

      

 
Miller, Kei 
The Same Earth 
 
Originally published in 2008, this novel depicts the adult life of Imelda 
Richardson after she leaves England and returns to Jamaica. When Tessa 
Walcott's panties are stolen—and in the absence of Perry Mason—she and 
Imelda decide to set up a Neighbourhood Watch. But they haven't counted 
on Pastor Braithwaite and the crusading zeal of Evangelist Millie. As a 
Pentecostal fervour sweeps through the village, the tensions between old 
and new come to a head.  
 

 
 
 

 
Moore, Alison 
The Lighthouse 
 
The Lighthouse begins on a North Sea ferry, on whose blustery outer deck 
stands Futh, a middle-aged, recently separated man heading to Germany 
for a restorative walking holiday. As he travels, he contemplates his 
childhood; a complicated friendship with the son of a lonely neighbour; his 
parents’ broken marriage and his own. 
 

 
 
 

 
Moore, Wendy 
Wedlock 
 
After an unhappy first marriage to John Lyon, the 9th Earl of Strathmore, 
who left Mary Eleanor Bowles a widow when he died of TB, she was lured 
into marrying an Irish fortune-hunter named Andrew Robinson Stoney. 
Squandering her money and laying waste her vast estate, Stoney - who 
adopted the surname Bowes on marriage - reduced Mary to a wretched, 
starved, and petrified shadow of her former self. After suffering eight years 
of cruelty and torment, Mary Eleanor finally found help in the most unlikely 
of places.  

 
 
 
 



 
Morgan, C.E. 
All the Living 
 
There isn't much crime in Stoneleigh, Massachusetts. It's a college town, a 
mountain getaway for the quietly rich, where the average burglar alarm is 
set off by foraging wildlife. So when Edward Inman, the owner of 
Stoneleigh Sentinel, gets a late night false alarm from the home of Doyle 
Cutler, one of his wealthiest clients, Edward thinks nothing of it - not until a 
local student, Mary Steckl, claims that she was sexually assaulted. 
 

 
 

 

 
Morley, Paul 
Words and Music 
 
A succession of celebrities, geniuses and other protagonists led by 
Madonna, Kraftwerk, Brian Eno, Erik Satie, John Cage and Wittgenstein 
appear to give their points of view. Detours and sights along the way 
include Missy Elliot, Jarvis Cocker, Eminem, Human League, Radiohead, 
Lou Reed, Now! That's What I Call Music, Ornette Coleman and the ghost 
of Elvis Presley. 
 

 
 

 
Morrall, Clare 
The Man Who Disappeared 
 
When reliable, respectable Felix Kendall vanishes, his wife Kate is left 
reeling. As she and their children cope with the shocking impact on their 
comfortable lives, Kate realises that, if Felix is guilty, she never truly knew 
the man she loved. But as she faces the possibility that he might not return, 
she also discovers strengths she never knew she had. 
 

 

 
 

 
Mostert, Natasha 
Season of the Witch 
 
Season of the Witch tells the story of Gabriel Blackstone: hacker, 
information thief, and skilled "remote viewer." Asked by a former lover to 
investigate the disappearance of her stepson, Gabriel's suspicions fall on 
two beautiful sisters who live in a rambling Victorian house in London. 
Gabriel soon becomes convinced that his client's son had been murdered 
and that one of the women is the killer. But which one?  
 

 
 
 

 
Mountain, Fiona 
Lady of the Butterflies 
 
In Somerset, a girl grows up in the shadow of the English Civil War, 
knowing that one day she will inherit the rich estate which belonged to her 
late mother. Her father, fears for his daughter in the poisonous aftermath of 
the war, and for her vulnerability as an heiress. Above all he 
misunderstands her scientific passion for butterflies. The girl is Eleanor 
Glanville, destined to become one of the most famous entomologists in 
history, bequeathing her name to the rare butterfly which she discovered, 
the Glanville Fritillary.  

 
 

 
 



 

 
Nabokov, Vladimir 
Lolita 
 
The story of Humbert Humbert, poet and pervert, and his obsession with 
12-year-old Dolores Haze. Determined to possess his "Lolita" both carnally 
and artistically, Humbert embarks on a disastrous courtship that can only 
end in tragedy. 

 

 
 

 
Nelson, Maggie 
The Argonauts 
 
At the centre is a love-story, between Nelson and the artist Harry Dodge, 
who is undergoing gender reassignment, while Nelson undergoes the 
transformations of pregnancy. Personal, honest and wide-ranging, Nelson 
explores the challenges and complexities that make up a modern family. 
 

 
 

 
Nesbo, Jo 
The Snowman 

The night the first snow falls a young boy wakes to find his mother gone. 
He walks through the silent house, but finds only wet footprints on the 
stairs. In the garden looms a solitary figure: a snowman bathed in cold 
moonlight, its black eyes glaring up at the bedroom windows. Round its 
neck is his mother's pink scarf. 

 

 
 

 
Nesser, Hakan 
Borkmann's Point 
 
Borkmann's rule was hardly a rule; in fact, it was more of a comment, a 
landmark for tricky cases ...In every investigation, he maintained, there 
comes a point beyond which we don't really need any more information. 
When we reach that point, we already know enough to solve the case by 
means of nothing more than some decent thinking. In his memoirs, 
Borkmann went so far as to claim that it was precisely this ability, or the 
lack of it, which distinguishes a good detective from a bad one. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Nicholls, David 
Us 
 
Douglas Petersen may be mild-mannered, but behind his reserve lies a 
sense of humour that, against all odds, seduces beautiful Connie into a 
second date and eventually into marriage. Now, almost three decades after 
their relationship first blossomed in London, they live more or less happily 
in the suburbs with their moody seventeen-year-old son, Albie; then Connie 
tells him she thinks she wants a divorce 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Oates, Joyce Carol 
Black Girl White 
 
About the death of Generva Meade's roommate, 19 year old Minette Swift, 
at the Schuyler Liberal Arts College in the spring of 1975.  Told from a 15-
years-on point of view, Generva (or Genna, as she is more frequently 
referred to in the novel), is looking back at her past, and that of Minette, in 
order to understand how such a terrible death befell her room-mate.    
 

 
 

 
Obioma, Chigozie 
The Fishermen 
 
Told from the point of view of 9-year-old Benjamin, the youngest of four 
brothers, This is the Cain and Abel story of an unforgettable childhood in 
1990s Nigeria. When their father has to travel for work, the brothers take 
advantage by skipping school and going fishing. At the nearby river they 
encounter a madman, who predicts that one of the brothers will kill another. 
What happens next, both tragic and redemptive will transcend the lives and 
imaginations of both its characters and readers. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
O'Flynn, Catherine 
The News Where You Are  
 
Frank Allcroft, a television news anchor in his hometown, is on the verge of 
a mid-life crisis. Beneath his famously corny on-screen persona, Frank is 
haunted by loss: the mysterious hit-and-run that killed his predecessor and 
friend, and the ongoing demolition of his architect father's monumental 
buildings. And then there are the things he can't seem to lose: his home, 
for one, on the market for years; and the nagging sense that he will never 
quite be the son his mother wanted. 
 

 
 

 

 
O’Neill, Joseph 
Netherland 
 
Hans, a banker originally from the Netherlands finds himself marooned 
among the strange occupants of the Chelsea Hotel after his wife and son 
return to London. Alone and untethered, feeling lost in the country he had 
come to regard as home, Hans stumbles upon the vibrant New York 
subculture of cricket, where he revisits his childhood and, thanks to a 
friendship with a Trinidadian named Chuck, reconnects with his life and his 
adopted country.  
 

 
 

 

 
Okri, Ben 
Wild 
In these poems Okri captures both the tenderness and the fragility, as well 
as the depths and the often hidden directions of our lives. To him, the 'wild' 
is an alternative to the familiar; an essential place in the journey where 
energy meets freedom, where art meets the elemental, where chaos can 
be honed. The wild is our link to the stars... 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/0957548869#reader-link


 
Ondaatje, Michael 
The Cats Table 
 
In the early 1950s, an eleven-year-old boy boards a ship bound for 
England, and at mealtimes is seated at the 'cat's table' with a ragtag group 
of 'insignificant' adults and two other boys. As the ship makes its way 
across the Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, 
the boys tumble from one adventure to another. And at night, the boys spy 
on a shackled prisoner – his crime and fate a galvanizing mystery that will 
haunt them forever. 
 

 
 

 

 
Onuzo, Chibundu 
Welcome to Lagos 
 
Five runaways ride the bus from Bayelsa to a better life in a megacity. They 
are unlikely allies -- a private, a housewife, an officer, a militant and a 
young girl. They share a need for escape and a dream for the future. Soon, 
they will also share a burden none of them expected, but for now, the five 
sit quietly with their hopes, as the billboards fly past and shout: Welcome to 
Lagos. 
 

 
 
       
 

 
Owour , Yvonne Adhiambo 
Dust 
 
Kenya, 2007. Odidi Oganda, running for his life, is gunned down in the 
streets of Nairobi. His sister, Ajany, and their father bring his body back 
home, to a crumbling colonial house in northern Kenya. But the peace they 
seek is hard to find: the murder has stirred deeply buried memories of 
colonial violence, of the killing-sprees of the Mau Mau uprising, and the 
shocking political assassination of Tom Mboya in 1969.  
 

    
 
        

 
Patterson, Sylvia 
I’m not with the band 
 
In 1986, Sylvia Patterson boarded a train to London armed with a tea-chest 
full of vinyl records, a peroxide quiff and a dream to write about music. She 
got her wish escaping a troubled home, She embarks on a lifelong quest to 
discover The Meaning of It All. The problem is she's mostly hanging out 
with flaky pop stars, rock 'n' roll heroes and unreliable hip-hop legends. As 
she encounters music's biggest names, she is confronted by glamour and 
tragedy; wisdom and lunacy; drink, drugs and disaster. And Bros. 

 
 
      
    
       

 
Perry, Sarah 
The Essex Serpent 
 
London, 1893. When Cora Seaborne's controlling husband dies, she is left 
with as much relief as sadness. She leaves town for Essex, in the hope 
that fresh air and open space will provide refuge. On arrival, rumours reach 
them that the mythical Essex Serpent, has returned to the coastal parish of 
Aldwinter. As she sets out on its trail, she is introduced to William who she 
strikes up an intense relationship with, & find they’re drawn together and 
torn apart, affecting each other in ways that surprise them both. 

 
 
 
       
          



 

 
Pelecanos, George 
The Way Home 
 
Christopher Flynn is trying to get it right. After years of trouble and rebellion 
that enraged his father and nearly cost him his life, he has a steady job in 
his father's company, he's seriously dating a woman he respects, and, 
aside from the distrust that lingers in his father's eyes, and his mistakes are 
firmly in the past.  
 
 

 

 

 
Picoult, Jodi 
My Sister’s Keeper 
 
Kate Fitzgerald has a rare form of leukemia. Her sister, Anna, was 
conceived to provide a donor match for procedures that become 
increasingly invasive. At 13, Anna hires a lawyer so that she can sue her 
parents for the right to make her own decisions about how her body is used 
when a kidney transplant is planned. Meanwhile, Jesse, the neglected 
oldest child of the family, is out setting fires, which his firefighter father, 
Brian, inevitably puts out.  
 
 

 
 

 
Plampin, Matthew 
The Devil’s Acre 
 
After a triumphant display at the Great Exhibition in London, the legendary 
American entrepreneur and inventor Colonel Samuel Colt expands his gun-
making business into England. The young, ambitious Edward Lowry is 
hired by Colt to act as his London secretary. Although initially impressed by 
the Colonel's dynamic approach to his trade, Edward comes to suspect 
that the American's intentions in the Metropolis are not all they appear. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Plath, Sylvia  
The Bell Jar 
 
'The Bell Jar' is Sylvia Plath's account of a young woman's breakdown. 
Renowned for its intensity and its vivid prose, the novel follows her 
attempted suicide, hospitilisation and recovery. 
 
 

 

 

 
Poehler, Amy 
Yes Please 
 
Amy Poehler offers up a big juicy stew of personal stories, funny bits on 
sex and love and friendship and parenthood and real life advice (some 
useful, some not so much). 
 
 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/0571268862#reader-link


 

 
Powers, Kevin 
The Yellow Birds 
 
In Al Tafar, Iraq, twenty-one-year old Private Bartle and eighteen-year-old 
Private Murphy cling to life as their platoon launches a bloody battle for the 
city. In the endless days that follow, the two young soldiers do everything to 
protect each other from the forces that press in on every side: the 
insurgents, physical fatigue, and the mental stress that comes from 
constant danger. 
 

 
  

 
 

 
Pullman, Philip 
The Good Man Jesus & the Scoundrel Christ 

This is the story of two brothers. One is impassioned and one reserved. 
One is destined to go down in history and the other to be forgotten. In 
Philip Pullman's hands, this sacred tale is reborn as one of the most 
enchanting, thrilling and visionary stories of recent years. 

 

 
 
 

 
Quick, Matthew 
The Silver Linings Play Book 
 
Pat Peoples formulates a theory about silver linings: he believes his life is a 
movie produced by God, his mission is to become physically fit and 
emotionally supportive, and his happy ending will be the return of his 
estranged wife, Nikki. When Pat goes to live with his parents: No one will 
talk to him about Nikki; his friends are saddled with families; the 
Philadelphia Eagles keep losing, making his father moody; and his 
therapist seems to be recommending adultery as a form of therapy. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Rankin, Ian  
Rather be the Devil 
 
For John Rebus, forty years may have passed, but the death of beautiful, 
promiscuous Maria Turquand still preys on his mind. Murdered in her hotel 
room on the night a famous rock star and his entourage were staying there, 
Maria's killer has never been found. Meanwhile, the dark heart of 
Edinburgh remains up for grabs. Darryl Christie, may have staked his 
claim, but a vicious attack leaves him weakened and vulnerable, and an 
inquiry into a major money laundering scheme threatens his position.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Rash, Ron 
Serena  
 
George and Serena Pemberton arrive in the North Carolina mountains to 
create a timber empire, vowing to let no one stand in their way, especially 
those newly rallying around Teddy Roosevelt's nascent environmental 
movement. Yet when Serena begins to suspect that George's allegiances 
may lie elsewhere, she unleashes her full fury on the young mountain 
woman who bore his illegitimate child the year before. Rash's masterful 

 
 

 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/reader/140915940X#reader-link


balance of violence and beauty yields a powerfully riveting story.  



 

 
Ravatn, Agnes 
The Bird Tribunal 
 
TV presenter Allis Hagtorn leaves her partner and her job to take voluntary 
exile in a remote house on an isolated fjord. But her new job as 
housekeeper and gardener is not all that it seems, and her silent, surly 
employer, 44-year-old Sigurd Bagge, is not the old man she expected. As 
they await the return of his wife from her travels, their silent, uneasy 
encounters develop into a chilling, obsessive relationship, and it becomes 
clear that atonement for past sins may not be enough. 
 

 
                     

       

 
Rentzenbrink, Cathy 
The Last Act of Love 
 
In the summer of 1990, two weeks before his GCSE results, Cathy 
Rentzenbrink's brother Matty was knocked down by a car on his way home 
from a night out, suffering serious head injuries. Left in a permanent 
vegetative state, over the following years, Cathy and her parents took care 
of him; talked to him, fed him, loved him. But there came a point it seemed 
the best thing they could do for Matty and for themselves was let him go.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Rhys, Jean 
Wide Sargasso Sea 
 
Jean Rhys ingeniously brings into light one of fiction’s most fascinating 
character, the madwoman in the attic from Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre. 
This mesmerizing work introduces us to Antoinette Cosway, a sensual and 
protected young woman who is sold into marriage to the prideful Mr. 
Rochester. Rhys portrays Cosway in a society so driven by hatred, so 
skewed in its sexual relations, it can literally drive a woman out of her mind. 

 
 

 

 
Robertson, Robin 
The Wrecking Light 
 
The poems in "The Wrecking Light" pitch the power and wonder of nature 
against the frailty and failure of the human. Ghosts sift through these 
poems - certainties become volatile, the simplest situations thicken with 
strangeness and threat - all of them haunted by the pressure and presence 
of the primitive world against our own, and the kind of dream-like intensity 
of description that has become Robertson's trademark. 

 
 
       

 

 
Roffey, Monique 
White Woman on the Green Bicycle 
 
George and Sabine arrive in Trinidad from England. George instantly takes 
to their new life, but Sabine feels isolated, heat-fatigued, and ill at ease with 
the racial segregation and the imminent dawning of a new era. Her only 
solace is her growing fixation with Eric Williams, the charismatic leader of 
Trinidad's new national party, to whom she pours out all her hopes and 
fears for the future in letters that she never brings herself to send.  
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Rosoff, Meg 
How I live Now 
 
Daisy is sent from New York to England to spend a summer with cousins 
she has never met. They are Isaac, Edmond, Osbert and Piper. And two 
dogs and a goat. She's never met anyone quite like them before - and, as a 
dreamy English summer progresses, Daisy finds herself caught in a 
timeless bubble. It  
 

 
 

 
Ross, Jacob 
Pynter Bender 
 
'Pynter Bender' is about the conflict between the world of men & women, 
men who walk away from their families & from the cane fields & their 
women who forbear. It describes the birth of a modern West Indian island & 
the shaping of its people as they struggle to shuck off the systems that 
have essentially kept them in slavery. 
 

 
 

 
Royle, Nicholas 
Best British Short Stories 2011 
 
Best British Short Stories invites you to judge a book by its cover - or more 
accurately, by its title. This new series aims to reprint the best short stories 
published in the previous calendar year by British writers, whether based in 
the UK or elsewhere. The editor's brief is wide ranging, covering 
anthologies, collections, magazines, newspapers and web sites, looking for 
the best of the bunch to reprint all in one volume. Neither genre nor Granta 
shall be overlooked in the search for the very best new short fiction. 
 

 
 
 

 
Sachar, Louis 
Holes 
 
Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck going back generations, so 
he is not too surprised when a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp 
Green Lake Juvenile Detention Centre. He is told that his daily labour at 
the camp is to dig a hole, five foot wide by five foot deep, and report 
anything that he finds in that hole. In this wonderfully inventive, compelling 
novel that is both serious and funny, Louis Sachar has created a 
masterpiece that will leave all readers amazed and delighted by the 
author's narrative flair and brilliantly handled plot. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Salinger, J.D. 
Catcher in the Rye 
 
A 16-year old American boy relates in his own words the experiences he 
goes through at school and after, and reveals with unusual candour the 
workings of his own mind. What does a boy in his teens think and feel 
about his teachers, parents, friends and acquaintances? 
 

 

 



 
Scheinmann, Danny 
Random Acts of Heroic Love 
 
Moritz Daniecki is a fugitive from a Siberian POW camp. Seven thousand 
kilometers over the Russian Steppes separate him from his village and his 
sweetheart. When Moritz finally limps back into his village to claim the hand 
of the woman he left behind, will she still be waiting? Cinematic and 
brimming with raw emotions, it is the magnificent and emotive debut from a 
remarkable writer.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Schenkel, Andrea Maria 
The Murder Farm 
 
A whole family has been murdered with a pickaxe. They were old Danner 
the farmer, an overbearing patriarch; his put-upon devoutly religious wife; 
and their daughter Barbara Spangler, whose husband Vincenz left her after 
fathering her daughter little Marianne. She also had a son, two-year-old 
Josef, apparently the result of her affair with local farmer Georg Hauer after 
his wife's death from cancer.  
 

 

 
 

 
Self, Will 
Umbrella 
 
A maverick psychiatrist Zachary Busner notices that many of the patients 
exhibit a strange physical tic: rapid, precise movements that they repeat 
over and over. One of these patients is Audrey Dearth, an elderly woman 
born in the slums of West London in 1890. Audrey's memories of a bygone 
Edwardian London, her lovers, involvement with early feminist and socialist 
movements, and, in particular, her time working in an umbrella shop. 

 

 

 
Shriver, Lionel  
The Post - Birthday World 
 
It all hinges on a kiss. Whether Irena McGovern does or does not lean in to 
a specific pair of lips in London, will determine whether she stays with her 
disciplined intellectual partner Lawrence or runs off with Ramsey, a hard-
living snooker player. Using a parallel universe structure, we follow Irena's 
life as it unfolds.  
 
 

 
 

 
Sigurdardottir, Yrsa 
My Soul to Take 
 
A grisly murder is committed at a health resort situated in a recently 
renovated farmhouse, which turns out to be notorious for being haunted. 
Attorney Thora Gudmundsdottir is called upon by the owner of the resort - 
the prime suspect in the case - to represent him. Her investigations 
uncover some very disturbing occurrences at the farm decades earlier - 
things that have never before seen the light of day.  
 

 

 



 
Sigurdardottir, Yrsa 
The Silence of the Sea 
 
A luxury yacht arrives in Reykjavik harbour with nobody on board. What 
has happened to the crew, and to the family who were on board when it left 
Lisbon? Thora Gudmundsdottir is hired by the young father's parents to 
investigate, and is soon drawn deeper into the mystery. What should she 
make of the rumours saying that the vessel was cursed, especially given 
that when she boards the yacht she thinks she sees one of the missing 
twins?  
 

 
   
 

 

 
Simenon, Georges 
The Late Monsieur Gallet 
  
The circumstances of Monsieur Gallet's death all seem fake: the name the 
deceased was travelling under and his presumed profession, and more 
worryingly, his family's grief. Their haughtiness seems to hide ambiguous 
feelings about the hapless man. In this haunting story, Maigret discovers 
the appalling truth and the real crime hidden behind the surface of lies. 
 

 

 

 
Simenon, Georges 
Pietr the Latvian 
 
Who is Pietr the Latvian? Is he a gentleman thief? A Russian drinking 
absinthe in a grimy bar? A married Norwegian sea captain? A twisted 
corpse in a train bathroom? Or is he all of these men? Inspector Maigret, 
tracking a mysterious adversary and a trail of bodies, must bide his time 
before the answer comes into focus. 

 

 
 

 
Simon, Rachel 
The Story of a Beautiful Girl 
 
Lynnie, a young white woman with a developmental disability, and Homan, 
an African American deaf man, are locked away in an institution, the 
School for the Incurable and Feebleminded. Deeply in love, they escape, 
and find refuge in a farm house. When the authorities catch up to them that 
same night, Homan escapes into the darkness, and Lynnie is caught. And 
so begins the 40-year epic journey of Lynnie and Homan, divided by 
seemingly insurmountable obstacles, yet drawn together by a secret pact 
and extraordinary love. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Sjowall & Wahloo 
Roseanna - a Martin Beck novel 
 
On a July afternoon, a young woman's body is dredged from Sweden's 
beautiful Lake Vattern. With no clues Beck begins an investigation not only 
to uncover a murderer but also to discover who the victim was. Three 
months later, all Beck knows is that her name was Roseanna and that she 
could have been strangled by any one of eighty-five people on a cruise. As 
the melancholic Beck narrows the list of suspects, he is drawn increasingly 
to the enigma of the victim. 
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Sjowall & Wahool 
The Terrorists 
 
An 18-year-old woman is accused of a bank robbery she never intended to 
commit. Later, a producer of pornographic films is found murdered at the 
home of his mistress. Meanwhile, Martin Beck is placed in charge of 
Swedish security ahead of the visit of a US senator whom a group of 
international terrorists is determined to assassinate. 
 

 

 

 
Skloot, Rebecca 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
 
A non-fiction book about Henrietta Lacks and the immortal cell line, known 
as HeLa, which came from her cervical cancer cells in 1951. The first 
"immortal" human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though 
she has been dead for more than sixty years. If you could pile all HeLa 
cells ever grown onto a scale, they'd weigh more than 50 million metric 
tons--as much as a hundred Empire State Buildings.  
 

 
 

 

 
Slater, David 
Through Time and Space 
  
Through Time and Space marks the emergence of a new poetic talent. 
This was David Slater's first collection since completing an M.A in Creative 
Writing at Northumbria University. These are poems that span the personal 
and the global, the past and the present, and the passions and perceptions 
of our shared humanity. Many of these poems are deeply personal, yet 
they speak of concerns essential to us all. 
 

 
 

 

 
Smiley, Jane 
A Thousand Acres 

Larry Cook’s farm is the largest in Zebulon County, Iowa, and a tribute to 
his hard work. His sudden decision to retire and hand over the farm to his 
three daughters, is disarmingly uncharacteristic. Ginny and Rose, the two 
eldest, are startled yet eager to accept, but Caroline, the youngest 
daughter, has misgivings. Immediately, her father cuts her out. Jane Smiley 
transposes the King Lear story to the modern day, and in so doing at once 
illuminates Shakespeare’s original and subtly transforms it.  

  
 
 
 
      

 
Smith, Ali 
Public Library 
 
Why are books so very powerful? What do the books we've read over our 
lives, our own personal libraries, make of us? What does the unravelling of 
our tradition of public libraries, so hard-won but now in jeopardy, say about 
us? The stories in Ali Smith's new collection are about what we do with 
books and what they do with us: how they travel with us; how they shock 
us, change us, challenge us; how they remind us to pay attention to the 
world we make. 
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Smith, Ali 
Autumn 
 
Daniel is a century old.  Elisabeth, born in 1984, has her eye on the future. 
The United Kingdom is in pieces, divided by a historic once-in-a-generation 
summer.  Love is won, love is lost.  Hope is hand in hand with 
hopelessness.  The seasons roll round, as ever . . . 
 

 
 
 

 
Smith, Patti 
M Train 
 
M Train begins in the tiny Greenwich Village café where Smith goes every 
morning for black coffee, ruminates on the world as it is and the world as it 
was, and writes in her notebook. Through prose that shifts fluidly between 
dreams and reality, past and present, we travel to Frida Kahlo's Casa Azul 
in Mexico, to a meeting of an Arctic explorer's society in Berlin. Here, too, 
are singular memories of Smith's life in Michigan and the irremediable loss 
of her husband, Fred Sonic Smith. Braiding despair with hope and 
consolation, illustrated with her signature Polaroids. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Smith, Zadie 
Swing Time 
 
Two brown girls dream of being dancers but only one, Tracey, has talent. 
The other has ideas about rhythm and time. It's a close but complicated 
childhood friendship that ends abruptly in their early 20s, never to be 
revisited but never quite forgotten either....  
Dazzlingly energetic and deeply human, Swing Time is a story about 
friendship and music and stubborn roots. Moving from Northwest London to 
West Africa, it is an exuberant dance to the music of time. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Smith, Wilbur 
Elephant Song 
From the peaks of Ethiopia's Mountains of the Moon and the deep forests 
where the Nile rises, to the teeming streets of Taiwan and London's city 
boardrooms, a man and woman fight against the forces of greed, evil and 
corruption to save a people and a habitat from extinction. 

 

 
 
 

 
Solana, Teresa 
A Not So Perfect Crime 
 
Another day in Barcelona, another slimy politician's wife is suspected of 
infidelity. Lluis Font discovers a portrait of his wife in an exhibition that 
leads him to conclude he is being cuckolded by the artist. Concerned only 
about the potential political fallout, he hires twins Eduard and Pep, private 
detectives with a supposed knack for helping the wealthy with their "dirty 
laundry."  
 

 
 

 



 

 
Somer, Mehmet Murat 
The Prophet Murders 
 
The first in a new Turkish detective series. A killer is on the loose in 
Istanbul and killing transvestites. Our protagonist-fellow transvestite, 
nightclub owner, and glamour-puss extraordinaire-turns into an investigator 
in the search for the killer. It's a tough case-can she end the slaughter 
without breaking a nail? 
 

 

 

 
Spark, Muriel 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 
 
The elegantly styled classic story of a young, unorthodox teacher and her 
special--and ultimately dangerous--relationship with six of her students. 
Romantic, heroic, comic and tragic, unconventional schoolmistress Jean 
Brodie has become an iconic figure in post-war fiction.  
 

 
 

 

 
Staalesen, Gunner  
Where Roses Never Die 
 
September 1977. Mette Misvaer, a three-year-old girl disappears without 
trace from the sandpit outside her home. Her tiny, close middle-class 
community in the tranquil suburb of Nordas is devastated, but their 
enquiries and the police produce nothing. Almost 25 years later, as the 
expiry date for the statute of limitations draws near, Mette's mother 
approaches PI Varg Veum. As Veum starts to dig, he uncovers an intricate 
web of secrets, lies and shocking events that have been methodically 
concealed.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
Stevenson, Ellie 
The Floozy in the Park 
Too many people have something to lose if the truth comes out…Journalist 
Jon visits an island, searching for his ex-lover, whose father was murdered. 
The killer is still out there. Nobody likes him asking questions. Megan, 
Jon’s partner, is busy building a retail empire. Then, she discovers an 
Edwardian mystery, connected to her. She barely notices Jon has gone. 
But when she finds the sketch he drew of his ex-lover, Megan knows Jon is 
in trouble. Serious trouble. Can she uncover the truth in time? 
 

 
 

       

 
Stockett, Kathryn 
The Help 
 
Enter a vanished and unjust world: Where black maids raise white children, 
but aren't trusted with the silver. There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth 
white child and nursing the hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; 
Minny, who’s cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss 
Skeeter, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. No 
one would believe they'd be friends. But as each woman finds the courage 
to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one another.  

 
 

 
 



 

 
Steinem, Gloria 
My Life on the Road 
 
Gloria Steinem had an itinerant childhood. Every fall, her father would pack 
the family into the car and they would drive across the country, in search of 
their next adventure. The seeds were planted: Steinem would spend much 
of her life on the road, as a journalist, organizer, activist, and speaker. In 
vivid stories that span an entire career, Steinem writes about her time on 
the campaign trail, from Bobby Kennedy to Hillary Clinton.  
 

 

 

 
Stoker, Bram 
Dracula 
 
Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula purchase a 
London house, he makes horrifying discoveries in his client's castle. Soon 
afterwards, disturbing incidents unfold in England: a ship runs aground on 
the shores of Whitby, beautiful Lucy Westenra slowly succumbs to a 
mysterious, wasting illness, and the lunatic Renfield raves about the 
imminent arrival of his 'master'. In the ensuing battle of wills between the 
sinister Count and a determined group of adversaries - Bram Stoker 
created a masterpiece of the horror genre, probing into questions of 
identity, sanity and the dark corners of Victorian desire. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Stone, Barry  
Winston and the Canny Lass 
 
Six years after Bruce, a badly treated collie-cross, was rescued by a lively 
family, twenty two year old Vanessa is the first of his treasured humans to 
fall in love. But how can she trust this beautiful new experience when the 
relationship of her parents, who'd also loved each other, was marred by 
violence? Bruce goes on a journey to find out. 
 

 

 

 
Summerscale, Kate 
The Suspicions of Mr Whicher 
 
'A pacy analysis of a true British murder case from 1860, the unravelling of 
which involved one of the earliest Scotland Yard detectives and inspired 
sensation novelists such as Dickens and Wilkie Collins by exposing the 
dark secrets of the Victorian middle-class home.  

 
 

 
Sund,  Erik and Axl   
The Crow Girl 
 
It starts with just one body - tortured, mummified and then discarded. Its 
discovery reveals a nightmare world of hidden lives. Of lost identities, 
secret rituals and brutal exploitation, where nobody can be trusted. This is 
the darkest, most complex case the police have ever seen. This is the 
world of the crow girl. 
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Tartt, Donna 
The Goldfinch 
 
Theo Decker, a thirteen-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an 
accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by 
the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park 
Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and 
tormented above all by his unbearable longing for his mother, he clings to 
one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting 
that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Tearne, Roma 
Brixton Beach 
 
Opening dramatically with the horrors of the 2005 London bombings, this is 
the profoundly moving story of a country on the brink of civil war and a 
child’s struggle to come to terms with loss. 

 

 
 
 

 
Thayil, Jeet 
Narcopolis 
 
There is an underworld whisper of a new terror: the Pathar Maar, the stone 
killer, whose victims are the nameless, invisible poor. In the broken city, 
there are too many to count. Stretching across three decades, with an 
interlude in Mao's China, it portrays a city in collision with itself... 

 

 
 

 
Theorin, Johan 
Echoes From the Dead 
 
On a foggy autumn day in the early 1970s, a little boy disappears without a 
trace from the island of Öland. He is never found. Twenty years later his 
mother, Julia, is living on the Swedish mainland, still struggling to come to 
terms with her son's disappearance. Julia receives an unexpected phone 
call from her father, a retired sea captain still living on the island who tells 
her that the postman has delivered a package containing the worn and 
mended shoe of a child. He is pretty sure it belongs to her son. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Thompson, Flora 
Lark Rise to Candleford 
 

A record of country life at the end of the 19th century - the fast-dissolving 
England of peasant, yeoman and craftsman in a self-sufficient world of 
work and poverty. Their world is the hamlet, the nearby village and the 
small market town. 

 

 

 

 



 
Toibin, Colm 
The Testament of Mary 
 
In a voice that is both tender and filled with rage, The Testament of Mary 
tells the story of a cataclysmic event which led to an overpowering grief. 
For Mary, her son has been lost to the world, and now, living in exile and in 
fear, she tries to piece together the memories of the events that led to her 
son's brutal death. To her he was a vulnerable figure, surrounded by men 
who could not be trusted, living in a time of turmoil and change. 
 

 

 
 

 
Tolstoy, Leo 
War and Peace 
 
Few would dispute the claim of "War and Peace" to be regarded as the 
greatest novel in any language. This massive chronicle, to which Leo 
Tolstoy (1828-1910) devoted five whole years shortly after his marriage, 
portrays Russian family life during and after the Napoleonic war. Tolstoy's 
faith in life and his piercing insight lend universality to a work which holds 
the mirror up to nature as truly as those of Shakespeare or Homer.  
 

 
 

 

 
Towles, Amor 
Rules of Civility 
 
Rules of Civility follows three friends--Katey, Eve, and Tinker--from their 
chance meeting at a jazz club on New Year's Eve through a year of 
enlightening and occasionally tragic adventures. Tinker orbits in the world 
of the wealthy; Katey and Eve stretch their few dollars out each evening on 
the town. While all three are complex characters, Katey is the story's 
shining star. She is a fully realized heroine, unique in her strong sense of 
self amidst her life's continual fluctuations. Towles' writing also paints an 
inviting picture of New York City, without forgetting its sharp edges 
 

 
 

 

 
Trevor, William 
Love and Summer 
 
It is summer, and nothing much is happening in Rathmoye. So it doesn't go 
unnoticed when a dark-haired stranger begins photographing the mourners 
at Mrs. Connulty's funeral. Florian Kilderry couldn't know that the Connultys 
were said to own half the town. But Miss Connulty resolves to keep an eye 
on Florian and she becomes a witness to the ensuing events.  
 

 

 

 
Trofimuk, Thomas  
Waiting for Columbus 
 
Found semi-naked in the treacherous Straits of Gibraltar, the mysterious 
man called Columbus appears to be just another delirious patient, until he 
begins to tell the 'true' story of how he famously obtained three ships from 
Spanish royalty. 
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Tyler, Anne  
A spool of Blue Thread 
 
'It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon'. This is the way 
Abby Whitshank always begins the story of how she and Red fell in love 
that day in July 1959. The whole family on the porch, relaxed, half-listening 
as their mother tells the same tale they have heard so many times before. 
And yet this gathering is different. Abby and Red are getting older, and 
decisions must be made about how best to look after them and their 
beloved family home. From that porch we spool back through three 
generations of the Whitshanks, witnessing the events, secrets and 
unguarded moments that have come to define who and what they are.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Varesi, Valerio 
River of shadows 
 
When an empty barge drifts downriver, the fact the owner is missing does 
not go unnoticed. That same night Commissario Soneri is called in to 
investigate the murder of the boatman's brother. The brothers served 
together in the fascist militia fifty years earlier - could this be a revenge 
killing after so long? 
 

 
 

 
Verhoeff, Esther 
Close-up 
 
A classic psychological thriller about a shy, self-conscious young woman 
who finds herself, inexplicably, having an affair with a glamorous, handsom 
man. Who is, of course, very much the wrong man...though not in the way 
that the reader believes. A fabulous surprise ending. 
 

 
 
 

 
Wagner, Erica 
Seizure 
 
Janet grew up with her father; her mother, she was told, died when she 
was three. Her father's stories were of her mother's beauty and their early 
love. But now, living an ocean away, she unexpectedly inherits a house. 
The house had belonged to her mother, who in fact lived long into Janet's 
adulthood. In a state of shock, she travels north with the key and finds an 
old stone cottage at the sea's edge.  
 

 
  

 
Wagner, Jan Costin 
Silence 
 
One ordinary summer's day a young girl disappears while cycling to 
volleyball practice. Her abandoned bike is found in exactly the same place 
that another girl was assaulted and murdered thirty-three years previously. 
The perpetrator was never brought to justice so the authorities suspect the 
same killer has struck again.  
 

 
 



 

 
Ward, Katie 
Girl Reading 
 
Seven portraits. Seven artists. Seven girls and women reading. Each 
chapter of this richly textured debut takes us into a perfectly imagined tale 
of how each portrait came to be, and as the connections accumulate, the 
narrative leads us into the present and beyond - an inspired celebration of 
women reading and the artists who have caught them in the act. 
 

 
 
 

 
Watson, S.J. 
Before I Go to Sleep 
 
As I sleep, my mind will erase everything I did today. I will wake up 
tomorrow as I did this morning. Thinking I'm still a child, thinking I have a 
whole lifetime of choice ahead of me... 
So what if you lost your memories every time you went to sleep? Your 
name, your identity, your past, even the people you love - all forgotten 
overnight. And the one person you trust may only be telling you half the 
story 
 

 
 

        
         
 

 
Webb, Katherine 
The Legacy 
 
In the depths of a harsh winter, following the death of their grandmother, 
Erica Calcott and her sister Beth return to Storton Manor, a grand and 
imposing Wiltshire house where they spent their summer holidays as 
children. When Erica begins to sort through her grandmother's belongings, 
she is flooded with memories of her childhood - and of her cousin, Henry, 
whose disappearance from the manor tore the family apart. 
 

 
 

 
Weisgarber, Ann 
The Personal History of Rachel DuPree 
 
When Rachel, hired help in a Chicago boarding house, falls in love with 
Isaac, the boarding house owner's son, he makes her a bargain: he'll marry 
her, but only if she gives up her 160 acres from the Homestead Act so he 
can double his share. She agrees, and together they stake their claim in 
the forebodingly beautiful South Dakota Badlands. 
 

 
 

 
Weisgarber, Ann 
The Promise 
 
1900. Young pianist Catherine Wainwright flees the fashionable town of 
Dayton, Ohio in the wake of a terrible scandal. Heartbroken and facing 
destitution, she finds herself striking up correspondence with a childhood 
admirer, the recently widowed Oscar Williams. In desperation she agrees 
to marry him, but when Catherine travels to Oscar's farm on Galveston 
Island, Texas, she finds she is little prepared for the life that awaits her. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Whitehouse, Lucie 
The Bed I Made 
 
When Kate meets a dark, enigmatic man in a Soho bar, she doesn't 
hesitate long before going home with him. There is something undeniably 
attractive about Richard - and irresistibly dangerous, too. Now, after 
eighteen exhilarating but fraught months, Kate knows she has to finish their 
relationship and hopes that will be the end of it. But it is only just the 
beginning. 
 

 
 

 
Wiesel, Elie 
Night 
 
Born into a Jewish ghetto in Hungary, as a child, Elie Wiesel was sent to 
the Nazi concentration camps at Auschwitz and Buchenwald. This is his 
account of that atrocity: the ever-increasing horrors he endured, the loss of 
his family and his struggle to survive in a world that stripped him of 
humanity, dignity and faith. Describing in simple terms the tragic murder of 
a people from a survivor’s perspective, Night is among the most personal, 
intimate and poignant of all accounts of the Holocaust. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Wilde, Oscar 
The Picture of Dorian Gray 
 
This is a story of moral corruption. A gothic melodrama, it is full of subtle 
impression and epigram. It touches on many of Wilde's recurring themes, 
such as the nature and spirit of art, aestheticism and the dangers inherent 
in it. 
 

 
 
  

 

 
Willetts, Sam 
New Light for the Old Dark 
 
In a book deeply conscious of history, one series of poems tracks his 
mother's escape, as a young girl, from the Nazis, in a narrative that moves 
from a Stuka attack on the Smolensk Road to the Krakow ghetto, the 
destruction of Warsaw, to Nuremberg and Nagasaki and, finally, his 
mother's grave. Other poems address Englishness, secular Jewishness, 
and the childhood pleasures of Oxfordshire. 
 

 
 

 

 
Wilson, Kevin 
 
The Family Fang 
Annie and Buster Fang have spent most of their adult lives trying to 
distance themselves from their famous artist parents, Caleb and Camille. 
But when a bad economy and a few bad personal decisions converge, the 
two siblings have nowhere else to turn. 
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Winterson, Jeanette  
The Gap of Time 

 
Jeanette Winterson's version of Shakespeare's 'The Winter's Tale' vibrates 
with echoes of the original but tells a contemporary story of betrayal, 
paranoia, redemption and hope. Time itself is a player in this game of high 
stakes that will either end in tragedy or forgiveness, showing us that, 
however far we have been separated, whatever is lost shall be found.  
 

 

 

 
Winthrop, Elizabeth H. 
December 
 
Eleven-year-old Isabelle hasn't spoken in nine months. Her mother has 
stopped work to devote herself full-time to her daughter's care. Four 
psychiatrists have already given up on her, and her school, which until now 
has allowed her to study from home, will not take her back in the New 
Year. As her parents spiral around Isabelle's impenetrable silence, she 
herself emerges, in a fascinating portrait of an exceptional child, as a bright 
young girl in need of help yet too terrified to ask for it.  
 

 
 

 

 
Woolf, Virginia 
To the Lighthouse 
 
Every summer, the Ramsays visit their summer home on the beautiful Isle 
of Skye, surrounded by the excitement and chatter of family and friends, 
mirroring Virginia Woolf’s own joyful holidays of her youth. But as time 
passes, and in its wake the First World War, the transience of life becomes 
ever more apparent through the vignette of the thoughts and observations 
of the novel’s disparate cast. 
 

 

 

 
Yates, Richard  
Revolutionary Road 
 
The story of Frank and April Wheeler, a bright, beautiful and talented 
couple who have lived on the assumption that greatness is just around the 
corner. With heartbreaking compassion and remorseless clarity, Richard 
Yates shows how they mortgage their spiritual birthright, betraying 
themselves and each other.  

 

 
 

 
Young, William P 
The Shack 
 
Mackenzie Allen Philips' youngest daughter, Missy, has been abducted 
during a family vacation and evidence that she may have been brutally 
murdered is found in an abandoned shack, deep in the Oregon wilderness. 
Four years later in the midst of his Great Sadness, Mack receives a 
suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting him back to that shack for a 
weekend. Against his better judgment he arrives at the shack on a wintry 
afternoon and walks back into his darkest nightmare.  
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