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1.  Introduction  
 

1.1 The Council has a responsibility for balancing the various development needs of 
the city, whilst also ensuring it plans in a positive way for the creation, protection, 
enhancement and management of green infrastructure (GI). As part of the 
development of the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (CSUCP), adopted in 
2015, Newcastle City Council jointly with Gateshead Council commissioned 
consultants to investigate green infrastructure across both council areas. A 
detailed Green Infrastructure Strategy for the city was produced, this consists of 
the following documents:  
 
• Evidence Report (2011)1 which summaries the existing condition of green 

infrastructure, identifies deficiencies and opportunities for improvement of 
green infrastructure. This also includes a detailed study of the River Tyne2 
which investigated the Tyne as a key recreational and wildlife corridor.  
 

• A Green Infrastructure Strategy (2011)3 which draws upon the evidence base, 
to identify priorities for green infrastructure protection, enhancement and new 
provision. 

 
1.2 This Green Infrastructure Delivery Framework builds upon this work and provides 

a framework for implementation and monitoring of green infrastructure delivery.  
 

1.3 The Green Infrastructure Strategy defined the following vision for Newcastle’s 
Green Infrastructure.  

“Newcastle’s green infrastructure is the network of multi-functional green and 
undeveloped land, urban and rural, which supports the activity, health and well-
being of local people and wildlife” 

 
1.4 It also identified six strategic corridors based on wildlife, access, flood plain and 

landscape functions, which form the City’s Strategic Green Infrastructure Network 
and a series of Opportunity Areas within these corridors for further green 
infrastructure development. These are set out in the Core Strategy and Urban 
Core Plan (CSUCP), Part 1 of the Local Plan, adopted in 2015, see figure 1. 
Further support for these is also included in the Development and Allocations 
Plan (DAP), Part 2 of the Local Plan.  
 

                                                           
1 Newcastle City Council and Gateshead Council Green Infrastructure Study – Evidence Base (2011) 
2 Green Infrastructure Study – River Tyne Report (2011)  
3 Green Infrastructure Strategy Report (2011)  
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1.5 The council is committed to developing and enhancing Newcastle’s Green 
Infrastructure Network. This Delivery Framework identifies actions and projects 
which will protect, create and enhance green infrastructure assets. Over time, 
these will collectively deliver a robust and effective green infrastructure network 
for the city. Delivery will be guided by the policies set out in the Local Plan and 
supported by documents such as the Open Space Assessment, Play Space 
Plan, Transport Plans, Flood Management Plans, Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), 
Tree Strategy and Housing Delivery Plans.  

 
Figure 1: Strategic Green Infrastructure Network and Opportunity Areas identified in Core Strategy 

 and Urban Core Plan (2015-2030)  
 

© Crown Copyright and database right [2017]. Ordnance Survey [100019569].    
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2.  Green Infrastructure Assets and Benefits 
 

2.1 Green Infrastructure is a planned network of green and blue spaces and corridors 
within, around and between towns and cities, which can be designed, 
maintained, and improved to meet the needs of local communities, wildlife and 
the environment.  A network of green infrastructure offers multiple benefits, which 
are essential to the sustainable growth of communities and the economy. It 
contributes to the quality of the natural and built environment and is integral to 
the health and quality of life for communities.  Some of the benefits from the main 
functions that can be drawn from a well-developed green infrastructure network, 
with relevance to Newcastle include: 
 
• Promoting physical and mental health and wellbeing amongst the residents of 

the city. 
• Improving air quality in the city by absorbing harmful pollutants. 
• Conservation and enhancement of the biodiversity of the city. 
• Naturally assisting with water and flood management. 
• Building Newcastle’s resilience to climate change through adaptation and 

mitigation. 
• Contributing to economic development and boosting investment. 
 

2.2 Green infrastructure assets may be publicly or privately owned, may be with or 
without public access and may be in urban and rural locations. Newcastle’s green 
infrastructure comprises a range of multifunctional green spaces, whether stand-
alone or forming part of the network, and the inter-connecting green links 
between spaces. The City’s green assets include wildlife sites, parks and 
gardens, areas of countryside, woodland and street trees, allotments and 
agricultural land, outdoor sport and recreation provision, local green spaces, 
footpaths, cycle and bridleways, ponds, lakes and watercourses. These spaces 
provide a mix of functions including recreation, sustainable transport, wildlife 
habitat, flood risk management, local food production, energy production and 
ecosystem services.  Figure 2 summaries the green assets and function.  

Figure 2: Green Infrastructure Assets 

Accessible urban green space Parks and Formal Gardens, Amenity Green Space, Village 
Greens, Allotments and Community Gardens, Churchyards 
and Burial Grounds, Outdoor Sports Facilities, Children’s 
Play Areas         

Natural and semi natural habitats  Woodlands, Wetlands, Ponds, Grassland        
Transport links Cycleways, Footpaths  
Wildlife Corridors  Hedgerows, Ditches, Disused railways / Railway Verges, 

Roadside verges, Water Courses  
Other  Street trees, Green roofs, Swales, Permeable Paving      
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2.3 The concept of green infrastructure looks beyond existing designations, seeking 

opportunities to increase function and connectivity of assets to maximise the 
benefits for the community. It is important in meeting the environmental, social 
and economic needs of communities and in supporting natural and ecological 
processes. It contributes to the quality of the natural and built environment and is 
integral to the health and quality of life of communities. The following maps 
provide an overview of the green infrastructure assets across Newcastle. Figure 
3 highlights the ecology sites and wildlife enhancements corridors. These are 
based on detailed evidence reports4. These sites are included for designation in 
the DAP. Figure 4 shows open space, across the city, the background to these 
sites is set out in an open space assessment5. The open space shown on the 
map is also included for designation in the DAP. These will be designated 
through the planning process at a public examination on the DAP in 2019.  

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Local Wildlife Sites Reports (2016), Newcastle’s Review of Ecological Designations and Spreadsheet 
(2017, Sites of Local Conservation Interest (2016), Wildlife Enhancement Corridors Reports (2013)  
5 Newcastle Open Space Assessment. 2016-2030 (2018) 



   
 

   
 

Figure 3: Wildlife Sites  
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Figure 4: Open Space in Newcastle over 0.15ha 



   
 

   
 

3.  Policy and Guidance  

National Policy, Strategy and Guidance  

 National Planning Policy Framework 2018 (NPPF)6    
 
3.1 The concept of green infrastructure is firmly embedded in national policy with the 

NPPF and requires local planning authorities to set out a strategic approach in 
their Local Plans, planning positively for the creation, protection, enhancement 
and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure. It defines 
green infrastructure as ‘a network of multi-functional green space, urban and 
rural, which can deliver a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits 
for local communities’. 
 
A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment7 
 

3.2 The government has set out in this environment plan what action is required to help the 
natural environment and retain good health. The plan aims to deliver cleaner air and 
water in both cities and rural landscapes, protect threatened species and provide richer 
wildlife habitats. It contains a number of principles, which include greening towns and 
cities, through creating greener infrastructure and planting more trees in and around 
towns and cities. It includes aims such as to improve existing green infrastructure by 
encouraging more investment, to provide stronger new standards for green 
infrastructure, encourage better designed and high-quality green infrastructure in urban 
areas.      

 
Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem 
services8 
 

3.3 This biodiversity strategy for England builds on the Natural Environment White 
Paper and sets out the strategic direction for national biodiversity policy to 
implement international and EU commitments.  The ambition of this strategy is to 
'halt overall biodiversity loss, support healthy well-functioning ecosystems and 
establish coherent ecological networks, with more and better places for nature for 
the benefit of wildlife and people’.  The Strategy contains actions in themes to 
help secure green infrastructure. These are:  Priority Habitats including Sights of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), Marine, Species and People. 

 
  

                                                           
6 National Planning Policy Framework, HCLG (2018) 
7 A Green Future:  Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment (2018)  
8 Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services, DEFRA (2011) 
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Local Policy, Strategies and Guidance  

The Local Plan: Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan CSUCP 2015-2030 
 

3.4 The Green Infrastructure Strategy has informed and underpinned the preparation 
of the Council’s Local Plan. The concept of a Green Infrastructure Network for 
the city has been adopted in Part 1 of the Local Plan: Core Strategy and Urban 
Core Plan (2015-2030) (CSUCP), which this is a key strategic document for the 
planning of the city up to 2030.  It provides the strategic framework to balance 
development and address priorities identified in the Green Infrastructure 
Strategy. The principle of protecting and enhancing the City’s Strategic Green 
Infrastructure Network and the requirement to plan positively for the creation, 
enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green 
infrastructure is set out in Policy CS18 Green Infrastructure and the Natural 
Environment, and Policy UC15 Urban Green Infrastructure. Green infrastructure 
is also an important thread through the wider CSUCP policy topics and is 
referenced in CS14 Wellbeing and Health, CS15 Place Making, CS16 Climate 
Change and CS17 Flood Risk and Water Management and CS13 Transport. 
Details of the policies are set out in Appendix A. 
 

3.5 Part 2 of the Local Plan: Development and Allocations Plan (DAP) (pre-
submission draft Oct 2018) provides further detailed planning policies.  The DAP 
relies on several updated ecology and open space evidence reports that have 
informed policies and site designations. The DAP contains a detailed green 
infrastructure policy DM27 Protecting and Enhancing Green Infrastructure, along 
with policies Policy DM20 Design, DM26 Flood Risk and Water Management, 
DM28 Trees and Landscaping, DM29 Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and 
Habitats, DM30 Open Space DM31 and DM10 transport. These policies are set 
out in Appendix A.    
 

3.6 Planning policies on green infrastructure and the natural environment have the 
potential to make a significant contribution to achieving several of the strategic 
objectives of the Local Plan.  

 
• Strategic Objective 9: Ensure the development and use of land protects, 

sustains and enhances the quality of the natural, built and historic 
environment, making the Urban Core a high-quality exemplar for Newcastle 
Gateshead, and ensuring our communities are attractive, safe and 
sustainable. 

• Strategic Objective 10: Provide the opportunity for a high quality of life for 
everyone and enhance the wellbeing of people to reduce all inequalities. 
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• Strategic Objective 11: To reduce CO2 emissions from new development and 
future growth whilst adapting to the issues, mitigating adverse impacts and 
take advantage of the opportunities presented by climate change. 

• Strategic Objective 12: Improve the function, usability and provision of our 
green infrastructure and public spaces by providing a network of green 
spaces and features which are connected. 

 
Local Strategies   

 
There are a number of local strategies with cross over into green infrastructure 
which are set out in Figure 5.  

 
 

 

Figure 5: Green Infrastructure Policy and Strategy Links  

Council Priorities 
Environment 

A clean, green safe Newcastle 
Health 

A healthy, caring city 
 

Newcastle City Council Green 
Infrastructure Strategy  

Stage 1: Green Infrastructure Evidence 

Stage 2: Green Infrastructure Strategy 

Stage 3: Green Infrastructure Delivery 
Framework 

 

National Strategies 

National Planning 
Policy Framework 

A Green Future: Our 
25 Year Plan to 
Improve the 
Environment 

Biodiversity 2020: A 
strategy for 
England’s wildlife 
and ecosystem 

1 

Local Strategies 

Open Space Assessment             
Play Space Plan               
Tree Strategy                    
Climate Change 
Strategy         
Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP)                           
Tyne and Wear 
Transport Plan  

  

Mechanisms to support delivery                                       
Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan                                   
Development Allocations Plan      
Planning Applications                     
Transport Plan                                  
Strategic Cycle and Walking Plan       
Flood Risk Management                                     
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4.  The aims of the Green Infrastructure Framework Plan 

4.1 This document is relevant to a range of stakeholders and raises the importance 
of green infrastructure as a cross cutting theme across the council. It provides 
guiding principles to develop green infrastructure, it sets out the different projects 
underway, and further actions to be developed. These will help to increase the 
amount and benefits of green infrastructure across the city.  
 

4.2 The aim of the Green Infrastructure Framework plan is to: 
 
• Provide a single point of reference detailing local priorities for green 

infrastructure that will be used to steer investment and resource allocation.  
• Provide a summary of the actions and projects to deliver green infrastructure 

that will support the sustainable growth of the city. 
• Facilitate the development and delivery of partnership projects that achieve 

multifunctional benefits. 

Monitoring  

4.3  The Green Infrastructure Framework has been split into four themes under each 
is a number of objectives and actions to deliver these, which are set out in the 
Action Plan in section 6. Figure 6 illustrates the structure of the framework and 
the link to the Council’s Priorities on environment and health and Local Plan 
Strategic Objectives. The Action Plan will be reviewed yearly to monitor progress 
and the Council will publish an annual update. 
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Figure 6: Green Infrastructure Delivery Framework  
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5.  Opportunities to increase Green Infrastructure  

 Cross Cutting Principles  

5.1 The council has a range of statutory roles and responsibilities relating to land 
use, pollution and drainage. All of these are relevant to the purposes and interest 
of Green Infrastructure, which cuts across the different directorates and work 
areas, such as transport, infrastructure, open space projects, flood management 
plans, economic development and housing delivery. The council can improve the 
Green Infrastructure network by adopting the following guiding principles which 
ensure green infrastructure is part of urban design and management.  

• Incorporate multiple benefits of green infrastructure: The multiple 
benefits of green infrastructure should be considered in the early design 
phase of projects to maximise its potential for increasing recreation, 
biodiversity, urban heat island mitigation, place-making and aesthetic 
improvement opportunities. 

• Integrity of Strategy Green Infrastructure Network is maintained, and 
other initiatives are linked with it: The strategic green infrastructure 
corridors make up the main network, but opportunities to create additional, 
quality green infrastructure as part of development areas or initiatives will not 
be discounted and should link with the green infrastructure network where 
possible. 

• Apply best practices in green infrastructure design and maintenance: It 
is important in the implementation of green infrastructure to incorporate good 
design and plan for any required maintenance.  This ensures that the benefits 
are maximised and are not degraded due to lack of maintenance. 

• Securing funding and working in partnership: continue to work with 
stakeholders, both internal and external to secure funding. Encourage the 
development and delivery of additional projects through working with 
developers and partners 

Delivery Framework Green Infrastructure Themes 

Theme 1: Protection and Enhancement of Green Infrastructure, Strategic 
Network Corridors and Opportunity Areas 
 

5.2  Green infrastructure planning polices in the Local Plan will guide new 
development in the city and secure the protection and enhancement of the green 
infrastructure network. New development provides the opportunity to strengthen 
and increase green infrastructure, so it benefits the quality of life of residents and 
positively benefits landscape and wildlife. In addition to appropriate design and 
master planning of green infrastructure on development sites, the planning 
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process also offers funding streams which may be used to deliver green 
infrastructure. Delivery of green infrastructure within the Green Infrastructure 
Network and Opportunity Areas is set out within Appendix B. Funding is regularly 
secured from developments through S106 contributions and the latest updates 
are set out in Appendix C. 
 

5.3 Specifically, planning obligations and the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
which are important funding sources that planning authorities can direct to 
projects, focusing on identified gaps in the strategic network and opportunity 
areas.  
 

5.4 The Strategic housing sites allocated in the CSUCP (2015-2030) and key sites 
within the Urban Core will provide opportunities to create new green 
infrastructure through master planning of sites and planning applications.   

Theme 2: Protection and Enhancement of Natural Environment and 
Biodiversity 
 

5.5 Green infrastructure provides opportunities to enhance the natural heritage of 
Newcastle, by restoring and creating habitats for wildlife and protecting and 
improving the landscape. Biodiversity is an important element of green 
infrastructure, to conserve the quality and range of biodiversity, it is important it is 
not treated in isolation, but rather recognised as a key component of green 
infrastructure, contributing to wider benefits.  

Biodiversity 
 

5.6  The council has reviewed the wildlife sites and wildlife enhancement corridors 
across the city. This up to date evidence has been used to inform the emerging 
DAP (2015-2030), which designates the sites for protection and provides policies 
to influence the role of new development, see Appendix D for protected sites and 
Appendix E for wildlife enhancement corridors. There are opportunities through 
new development where enhancements to the natural environment will help 
increase biodiversity. The council is committed to protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity, the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is currently being reviewed.  
 

 Trees and woodlands   
 

5.7 The council has recently reviewed its Tree Strategy (2002). The revised Tree 
Strategy9 includes updated policies, tree and hedge management guidelines and 
a tree risk management plan, which will help protect and enhance the existing 
tree coverage in the city. As part of the strategy an iTree survey is being 

                                                           
9 Trees Newcastle, Newcastle City Council Tree Strategy 2018-2023 
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undertaking, this will identify tree canopy cover for the city on a ward-by ward 
basis and outline the correlation between canopy cover and statistics for health, 
mortality rates and deprivation from the Office of National Statistics (ONS). The 
study will highlight areas of high and low tree cover, providing a baseline which 
will inform an integrated plan for maintaining the existing tree stock and identify 
areas to be considered for future planting. Detailed planning guidance will be 
prepared on trees, landscaping and development this will set out developers’ 
responsibilities regarding existing and new trees and landscaping within planning 
applications.  

Theme 3: Protection and Enhancement of Open Space and Recreation, 
improving mental and physical wellbeing 
 

5.8 Open space, sport and recreation facilities are key elements of green 
infrastructure, and appropriate provision of such assets make a fundamental 
contribution to the health and wellbeing of communities. Provision of sufficient 
open space, of appropriate quality and accessibility plays an important role in the 
sustainability of communities. 

Open Space 
 

5.9 Space Study 201810 has assessed the open space provision across the City. 
Based on a comprehensive needs assessment this study recommended 
standards for the provision of the different open space typologies and identifies 
existing and future needs. This work has provided the council with an up to date 
understanding of open space across the city and has been used as evidence to 
support the open space policies, which include standards for existing and 
proposed open space in the DAP.  

Spaces for Play 
 

5.10 Play areas and more natural play environments contribute to green infrastructure 
provision in the city.  The Open Space Study recommended the council prepare a 
Play Space Plan for the City11. Work is now progressing on investigating the 
quantity and quality of play provision throughout the City. Tier 1 of the Play 
Space Plan was approved at the council cabinet in October 2018. The objective 
of this is to improve playground provision across the city and set a framework for 
investment. A three year programme of upgrades is set to commence in 2019. 

  

                                                           
10 Newcastle Open Space Assessment. 2016-2030 (2018) Ethos 
11 Newcastle City Council Play Space Plan, Tier 1 (Part 1 of 2) (2018) 
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Parks and Greenspaces 
 

5.11 The council will be the first major metropolitan authority in the UK to establish a 
charitable trust to manage its parks and allotments. The Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) has provided a grant and the proposal is supported by the National Trust. 
The Charitable Trust’s sole focus will be providing quality open space. From April 
2019 it will take over the running of 33 of the city’s parks and allotments, equating 
to over 400 hectares of land. The specific areas are listed in appendix F.   

Access 
 

5.12 Sustainable movement provision is a key component of Green Infrastructure 
assets, the provision of a network of strategic cycle and multiuser routes across 
the city provides multiply benefits. The council has a duty to maintain and protect 
public rights of way in Newcastle, which includes enhancements to the network. 
Recent improvement schemes have included improving the main route through 
Tyne Riverside Country Park, dedication of the bridleway way along North 
Walbottle Wagonway, a new bridge over the burn in Walbottle Dene and 
dedication of a bridleway linking Coach Lane to Havannah Nature Reserve in 
addition to the installation of over 60 directional public rights of way signage.  
 

5.13 There is a need to ensure delivery of green infrastructure in the Local Transport 
Plan12 as an important contributor to sustainable active travel options. A green 
infrastructure network of existing and new rights of way, quiet lanes and green 
ways, and other green spaces and corridors provides an essential framework for 
an effective non-motorised transport network threading through an urban area. 
These link homes to schools, places of employment, recreational areas and the 
countryside. There are opportunities to improve accessibility to and within the 
natural environment taking account of the needs of disadvantaged groups and 
communities. Particularly in relation to health and obesity through the creation, 
management and enhancement of the green infrastructure network, and the 
Public Rights of Way Network (PROW)13, both within urban areas and linking to 
more rural areas. There may also be opportunities to improve and promote 
information on footpath accessibility through signage publications and on the 
web.  
 

5.14 The PROW network is an integral part of the transport system. It provides a 
means of sustainable, active travel, particularly for short journeys, in both urban 
and rural areas, can play a significant part in reducing traffic congestion and 
harmful emissions, providing safe routes for vulnerable travelers. 
 

                                                           
12 Tyne and Wear Transport Plan 3 Strategy 2011 -2021 
13 https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-transport/roads-highways-and-pavements/public-
rights-of-way 
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5.15 Cycling is one of the most sustainable transport modes and offers potential for 
improving health, environment, economic efficiency and mobility.  In 2013 and 
2015 Newcastle was awarded Cycle City Ambition Funding by the Department 
for Transport to improve cycle routes and facilities across the city and making it a 
better place for walking and cycling. Areas benefitting from improvements include 
Heaton Road, Great North Road, Elswick Road, City Stadium and John Dobson 
Street.  As part of the Government’s strategy to increase the number of trips 
made on foot or by cycle, the council is developing a local walking and cycling 
network plan which will provide a prioritised programme of infrastructure 
improvements to the network for future investment.   

 
Theme 4: Mitigating and adapting to climate change  
 

5.16 Green infrastructure will play a role in climate change management, especially 
water management. Green infrastructure offers mechanisms to limit the effects of 
climate change by, for example, reducing the threat of flooding through 
incorporating sustainable drainage systems in new developments and restoring 
wetlands and ponds, which will store run-off.  

 
Sustainable Drainage  
 

5.17 The council as a Lead Local Flood Authority are a statutory consultee on major 
planning applications and asses the appropriateness of sustainable drainage 
schemes on major developments. CSUCP Policy CS17 Flood Risk and Water 
Management requires development to prioritise the use of sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDs), given the multifunctional benefits to water quality, green space 
and habitat enhancement. Since 2015, major development approved through the 
planning system contain SuDs schemes. The large strategic sites on the outskirts 
of the City along the Ouseburn catchment, set out SuDs schemes in the 
masterplans and planning approvals. The number and types of SuDs that are 
being implemented are monitored through the annual monitoring report for the 
CSUCP.  

 
Blue Green City  
 

5.18 In 2015, Newcastle became a demonstration City for the Blue Green Cities 
Research Consortium14, leading research into cutting edge techniques for 
advancing Blue-Green approaches. Research in Newcastle involved investigating 
and evaluating the multiple benefits of different flood risk management strategies 
in the Urban Core and middle Ouseburn catchment.  In 2016, the Council and 
five partners launched a declaration on Blue and Green infrastructure. The 
signed declaration is in Appendix G, signatories made a commitment to the 
prioritisation of Blue-Green Infrastructure in managing flood risk. It highlights the 

                                                           
14 http://www.bluegreencities.ac.uk/ 
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importance of changing working partnerships and developing greater 
collaboration to maximise Blue-Green infrastructure in developments realising the 
multiple benefits. Research has continued with the establishment of the Urban 
Flood Resilience research project.15 A Learning Action Alliance (LAA) was 
established in 2014 to bring together different stakeholders under the “vision for 
Newcastle to become a city that follows the principles of a Blue-Green City by 
maximising the opportunities to achieve multiple benefits of Blue-Green 
approaches to surface water management”. The LAA continues to provide a 
platform to facilitate open knowledge-sharing and discussions looking at solutions 
and ideas, the group has a focus on retrofit solutions.  

 
 

                                                           
15 http://www.urbanfloodresilience.ac.uk/ 



   
 

   
 

6.  Green Infrastructure Delivery Action Plan   

6.1 The following action plan provides a summary of the green infrastructure related projects, policies, and initiatives 
set out under the following four themes. 

Theme 1: Protection and Enhancement of Green Infrastructure, Strategic Corridors and Opportunity Areas 
Theme 2: Theme 2: Protection and Enhancement of Natural Environment and Biodiversity 
Theme 3: Open Space and Recreation, improving mental and physical wellbeing 
Theme 4: Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

 
6.2 The action plan includes information on timescales, monitoring and delivery. This action plan will be reviewed, and 

the Council will publish an annual update.    
 

Theme 1: Protection and Enhancement of Green Infrastructure, Strategic Network Corridors and Opportunity Areas  

Objectives 

• Safeguard and enhance the strategic green infrastructure network. 
• Address gaps within the strategic green infrastructure corridors and opportunity areas  
• Use green infrastructure to enhance landscapes, townscapes, heritage assets and contribute to the creation of distinctive and attractive green 

spaces 
• Maximise opportunity to seek the greening of major transport corridors 

Actions Timescale Responsible  Monitoring / Delivery  

Assess planning 
applications 
against Local Plan 
Policies on Green 
Infrastructure  

The adopted CSUCP (2015-2030) contains two GI 
policies: 
• Policy CS18 Green Infrastructure and the Natural 

Environment and  
• Policy UC15 Urban Green Infrastructure  
(see appendix A: Local Plan Policies) 

Ongoing NCC 
Planning  

 

Through the development management 
process, planning applications will be 
assessed against the adopted criteria  

Policies will be monitoring through the 
Local Plan Monitoring Report (AMR) 

Develop detailed 
green infrastructure 
planning policies.  

The Development and Allocations Plan (DAP)(Pre-
submission) includes Policy DM27 Protecting and 
Enhancing Green Infrastructure, Urban Design 
DM21 Design (see appendix A: Local Plan Policies)  

Adoption 
2019  

Planning  Plan to be submitted for examination in 
public early 2019 
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Explore 
opportunities for 
development to 
address identified 
gaps in strategic 
network 

Six Strategic GI Network Corridors are designated 
on the DAP Policies Map. These areas are based 
on multifunctional corridors which fulfil wildlife, 
access, flood plain and landscape functions. 

1. Seaton Burn and Prestwick Carr 
 

2. Gosforth Park and Weetslade  
The area to the south of the nature reserve has now 
become flooded and provides habitat for wading 
birds. The site has been designated as a Local 
Wildlife Site (LWS). The Indigo site in north of 
Sandy Lane, North Tyneside is due to be developed 
and may provide opportunities for GI improvements.  
 
3. Ouseburn to Walbottle Dene  
The Ouseburn is Newcastle’s most important 
wildlife corridor linking the city centre with the wider 
countryside.  Repairs to the Ouseburn Quayside 
are proposed at Lower Steenberg’s Yard.  This will 
involve gabion baskets planted up to soften the 
Quayside wall for people and wildlife. 

 
4. Wallsend Burn to Haddricks Mill    
Haddricks Mill and Killingworth Road upgrades will 
improve walking and cycling links. 
 
5. Town Moor and Woolsington            
Potential for the NGP Expansion site and Airport 
Link Road to improve GI links with Woolsington. 
 
6. River Tyne 
River Tyne is designated as a Local Wildlife Site 
from from Tynemouth to Wylam. It is proposed for 
designation in the DAP. 

Ongoing  NCC 
Planning 
Developers  

Delivery of new green infrastructure in 
Network. 

See Appendix B for detailed summary of 
delivery in the green infrastructure 
network and opportunity areas. 
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Explore 
opportunities for 
development to 
address 
Opportunity Areas 
(gaps for delivery)  

The Green Infrastructure Strategy identified a 
number of opportunity areas, where possible 
improvements to GI could be achieved. 

Ongoing NCC 
Planning 
Developers 

Delivery of improvements in opportunity 
areas  

See Appendix B for detailed summary of 
delivery. 

1. Brenkley Colliery and open cast coal site 
 
S39 agreement in place for the management of 
North Brenkley Local Wildlife Site and surrounding 
habitat upon completion of Brenkley Lane Opencast 
Scheme including PROW improvements and new 
links.  

Ongoing Blagdon 
Estates 

NCC 

Banks 
Development  

Mointoring through S106 and planning 
conditions.  

2. Upper Ouseburn Valley  
 
The upper Ouseburn down to Newcastle Great Park 
provide potential flood storage areas.   

Ongoing  NCC 

NGP 

EA  

The creation of large areas of SuDs and 
in channel improvements to the 
Ouseburn for otter, water vole and 
kingfisher have taken place at 
Newcastle Great Park.  New access 
routes have been incorporated into the 
strategic open space to improve access 
to the area for people without impacting 
on wildlife. 

3. Denton Dene  

Potential for development of outdoor recreation 
facilities. Improve recreation opportunities at 
Denton Dene.  

Create links with Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage 
Site. 

Ongoing  NCC  

4. Newburn Haugh / Riverside 
 
Green Infrastructure opportunities to be developed 
as part of large residential development at Newburn 
Haugh. There is a proposal to include a new 
footpath/ cycleway across the Tyne from this 
development Management and enhancement to 
saltmarsh areas and Lemington Gut Local Wildlife.  

Ongoing  NCC 

Developers 

EA  

Ground Work 
North East 

Masterplanning and planning approvals  

New projects through Tyne Estuary 
Partnership.  
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Development at Calders/ Forth Yards provide the 
opportunity to improve footpath and cycle routes 
along the River Tyne. 
 
Tyne Estuary Project. – will identify opportunities for 
environment improvements from the Mouth or the 
Tyne to Wylam. 
 

Tyne Rivers 
Trust  

5.Newcastle City Centre  
 
Use green infrastructure to improve the aesthetic 
quality of the urban environment and historic 
features such as the Close in the City Centre. 

Development of detailed guidance on incorporation 
of green infrastructure during regeneration and 
development projects. 

Ongoing  NCC 

Developers  

The Helix has already created several 
green roofs and green walls.  Further GI 
is proposed including landscaping and 
SuDs. 

Proposals for Forth Yards are in 
discussion.  Proposals include  large 
scale residential development linking the 
west of the City with the River Tyne. 
This could open up this area and 
provide Green Infrastructure. 

6. Jesmond Dene / Lower Ouseburn Valley 
 
Promote Jesmond Dene and Lower Ouseburn 
Valley as a major destination within the City.   
 

Ongoing NCC 

Parks Trust 

 

7. Scotswood  

Use green infrastructure to manage flood risk. 
Incorporate green infrastructure into new housing. 
Enhance highway buffers in Scotswood area to 
improve the aesthetic quality and attractiveness. 

Ongoing  NCC Flood alleviation scheme/ SuDs to be 
created adjacent to Scotswood Expo 
site on Hadrian’s Way to treat surface 
water before it discharges into River 
Tyne. 

8.Walker Riverside 
 
St Anthonys Tar Works Depot remediation. 

 Parks Trust  

9. Walker Park  
 

Ongoing  Parks Trust   



Green Infrastructure Delivery Framework  

24 

S106 General improvements including landscaping 
Works to park have been completed. 
10. River Tyne 
 
Designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS), will be 
taken forward in the Development and Allocations 
Plan. 

Ongoing  NCC  

EA  

 

Develop specific 
priorities to inform 
projects for 
strategic corridors 
and opportunity 
areas. 

Submit a bid to CIL to produce a Feasibility Study. 
To investigate opportunities and draw up a list of 
priorities including costing for projects. 
 
Feasibility Study – explore further work on delivery 
plans /audits which include assessment of: Existing 
characteristic, quality and function, the scope for 
enhancement and potential to improve multi 
functionality, delivery and costings. 

2019 Planning  CIL Bid outcome  

Provide developer 
guidance  
on landscaping and 
inclusion of green 
infrastructure in 
design of 
developments  

Trees, Landscaping and Development Scoping 
SPD consulted on 1 Nov 2018 – 14 December 
2018.  This will inform the SPD. 

2019   

 

Planning  

 

Trees, Landscaping and Development 
Scoping SPD consultation 1 Nov - 14 
Dec 2018. 

Monitor progress on adoption of SPD. 

 

Focus new and 
improved Green 
Infrastructure in 
Areas of significant 
housing growth  

Thorough pre-applications advice and 
determination of applications and use of conditions 
across the outer west area to assist in  

1. Kenton Bank Foot (CSUCP Policy NN2) 
2. Callerton (CSUCP Policy NN1)  
3. Throckley (CSUCP Policy NV3) 
4. NGP (CSUCP Policy NN4)  

Commence
d 2016 – 
ongoing  

  

Planning 
Developers  

 

 

Mointor delivery through housing sites 
and discharge of conditions. 

 

Progress delivery of masterplans and applications 
to realise potential of key development sites and 
Strategic land release sites.  

1. Upper Callerton (Policy NN1) 

Ongoing  Planning       
Developers 

Approval of masterplans with green 
infrastructure 
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2. Newbiggin Masterplan for housing allocation) 
Policy NN3) 

3. Newburn (Policy AOC1) 
Secure funding 
from planning for 
mitigation and 
enhancement of 
green infrastructure  

Using the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
adopted Nov 2016 and S106 processes. 

Ongoing  Planning  S106 and CIL monitoring of delivery.  

See Appendix C for S106 contributions 
towards green infrastructure delivery.  

Review Supplementary Planning Document for 
Planning Obligations.  

2019  NCC 
Planning  

Outcome measure adoption of SPD 
Obligations.  

Establish Green 
Infrastructure 
steering group 

Establish a green infrastructure steering group with 
representatives from across the council, planning, 
sport and leisure, Lead Local Flood Authority, 
Transport. Share and utilise expertise to ensure that 
GI is considered on council development proposals. 

2019 NCC 

Stakeholders  

Steering Group 

Investigate 
opportunities for 
partnerships with 
external 
organisations and 
community groups  

Develop a green infrastructure steering group with 
internal and external partners.  Explore project and 
funding opportunities.  

Help local community groups to access funding 
directly.  

Ongoing  NCC 

Stakeholders  

Partnerships – Parks Trust  

Appoint green 
infrastructure 
champion   

Identify an appropriate Council Member to take on 
role of green infrastructure champion.  

2018 NCC Champion Established.  

 

Advocate for green 
infrastructure  

To ensure green infrastructure included in council 
strategies/ projects, be responsible for coordinate 
partnership working between council departments 
and partner agencies, Secure funding bids.  

Establish consultation database, identify agencies 
associated with delivery of GI, understand roles and 
contributions. 

Explore links to health.  

2019   NCC Champion established 2018.  

 

Monitor progress on this Green 
Infrastructure Delivery Framework.  
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Implementation and 
management of GI  

Investigate alternative funding options considering 
opportunities to link into grey infrastructure, income. 
generating GI, community engagement and 
independent trusts and not for profit companies.  

Ongoing  NCC Identification of additional funding. 

Identify new 
opportunities  

Work with developers to increase awareness of the 
need to provide GI. 

Work with partners to raise the profile of GI across 
the city to encourage nomination of projects. 

Prioritisation of opportunities for the enhancement 
GI, costs and funding mechanisms which should 
guide the planning, design and management of GI 
in the city. 

Ongoing NCC Measured by the number of new 
projects. 
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Theme 2: Protection and Enhancement of Natural Environment and Biodiversity  

Objectives 

• Protect and enhance biodiversity, natural assets and landscape character when planning green infrastructure  
• Ensure development does not harm areas statutorily designated for their landscape, wildlife or historic qualities. 
• Seek to address gaps and constraints along Wildlife Enhancement Corridors and ensure green infrastructure links are designed to act as Wildlife 

Enhancement Corridors 
• Protect, monitor and promote positive management of designated sites.  

Actions  Timescale Responsible Monitoring / Delivery  

Designate Wildlife Sites for 
protection and enhancement  

Local Wildlife Sites, Local Nature 
Reserves and Sites of Local 
Conservation Interest and Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are to 
be designated in the Development 
Allocations Plan (see Appendix C). 

Sites will be designated in the 
Development Allocations Plan. 

2019 Planning  DAP Adoption 2019.  

Review and protect Wildlife 
Enhancement Corridors  

Wildlife Enhancement Corridors have 
been reviewed. These corridors are 
proposed for adoption in the 
Development Allocations Plan (see 
Appendix D).  

2019 Planning  Development Allocations Plan Adoption.  

Review of Council Tree 
Strategy  

A revised Tree Strategy has been 
prepared, this includes tree policy, tree 
action and tree management guidelines 
for Council owned trees. Consultation on 
this document was from Nov 1 - 14 Dec 
2018. 

2018-2023 NCC 

Stakeholders 

Tree Strategy annual monitoring. 

Review city’s trees and 
produce an integrated plan for 

iTrees Canopy Study is being 
undertaken to measure Newcastle’s tree 
canopy cover. Results will provide 

2019 NCC Study Outcomes, development of an 
Investment Plan. 
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future maintenance and 
planting investment   

baseline data on high and low tree cover 
to be used to develop plan for 
maintaining the existing tree stock and 
increasing stock. 

Prepare Trees, Landscape 
and Development SPD  

Trees, Landscape and Development 
SPD scoping consultation was held 
1 Nov - 14 Dec 2018. To inform the 
preparation, drafting and adoption of 
SPD.  

2019  Planning  SPD Adoption.  

Review of Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs) 

A review of all the existing Tree 
Preservation Orders and drafting of new 
guidance for implementation, issuing 
and monitoring future TPOs.  

2020  Planning  Review outputs. 

Review and update Newcastle 
and North Tyneside 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP)  

The current Newcastle and North 
Tyneside BAP was published in 2011 
and provided a 10-year vision for the 
protection and enhancement of 
biodiversity.  This document will be 
reviewed, and BAP targets set. 

December 
2018  

 

Planning, 
NCC 

Newcastle 
and North 
Tyneside 
BAP Steering 
Group.  

Revised BAP December 2018. 

Provide developer guidance 
on Biodiversity  

Guidance will be produced on 
Biodiversity, which will interpret the aims 
and objectives of the Newcastle’s BAP 
and Wildlife Enhancement Corridors to 
be used by planners and developers for 
the delivery of wildlife protection and 
enhancement. 

2020 Planning Adoption of Guidance document  

River Tyne Corridor  Designated as a Local Wildlife Site in 
Development Allocations Plan.  

2019 Planning  Adoption of site for protection though the 
DAP 

Partnership work with EA / Groundworks 
Trust work on River Tyne Estuary 
project.   

2019 NCC       

EA 

Project outputs 
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Secure ecology enhancement 
/ contributions from new 
development 

 

Use Development Allocation Plan Policy 
DM29 Protecting and Enhancing 
Biodiversity and Habitats. 

Ecology Assessment of planning 
applications. 

Secure with S106. 

Ongoing  Planning  Monitoring of planning decisions and 
S106 contributions.   

S106 contributions have recently been 
secured for Havannah, Prestwick Carr, 
Walbottle and Throckley Dene, 
Farmland birds, red squirrel.  

 

Local Landscape Character 
Areas  

Local character assessments have been 
carried out for both urban and rural 
locations (insert footnote link).  

These provide specific information about 
the identity / character of an area to 
guide new development in a sustainable 
and appropriate way. They are material 
considerations in the planning process.  

2018 – 
ongoing 
use in DM  

NCC 
Planning  

Mointoring through planning applications 
and masterplans.  
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Theme 3: Open Space and Recreation, improving mental and physical wellbeing 

Objectives  

• Maximise contribution that green infrastructure makes to health and wellbeing  
• Protect and enhance open space such as, Parks, football pitches, playgrounds and green travel routes to provide opportunities for exercise 

and active lifestyles. 
• Seek to address identified gaps in provision of open spaces, parks and open spaces for general recreation outdoor playing pitches, play 

areas and allotments. 
• Promote sustainable transport routes, non-motorised systems across the green infrastructure network, remove identified gaps 

Actions Timescale Responsible Monitoring / Delivery  

Review open space 
across the city. 

Newcastle Open Space Assessment (September 
2018) (2016-2030). 

 

2018 NCC 
Planning  

Assessment complete provides a up to 
date understanding of deficiencies in 
open space spaces to establish local 
provision standards and provide 
evidence base for DAP. 

Set up mechanism 
to monitor changes 
to open space  

Need to set up mapping / database to record 
changes to open space to ensure up to date 
provision is clear and help provide baseline to 
address any gaps. 

2019 Planning  Outcome – a monitoring system. 

Set standards for 
open space. play 
and sports  

Through the Development Allocation Plan Policy 
DM30 Protecting Open Space and DM31 Provision 
of Open Space, Sports and Recreational Buildings 
(see Appendix A). 

 

Examination 
2019  

NCC 
Planning  

Outcome – Adoption. 

Address identified 
gaps in the 
provision of open 
space considering 
existing health 
inequalities 

Where opportunities exist secure enhancements / 
reconfiguration through new development and 
planning applications. Plans to address 
deficiencies / recommendations are set out in the 
Open Space Assessment (2018) any spatial and 
investment plans ward opportunities for re-
designating open space.  

Ongoing  NCC 
Planning  

Developers  

Database/GIS. 
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Provide accessible 
green space close 
to communities 
considering 
existing health 
inequalities 

Use standards in the Development Allocations Plan 
(DM31) and Planning Obligations to ensure new 
development provides accessible green space. 

Ongoing  Planning  Annual Mointoring Report and S106 
contributions.  

Use Green 
infrastructure for 
sustainable food 
production  

DAP Policy DM31 Provision of Open Space Sports 
and Recreational Buildings, encourages communal 
food growing opportunities within major residential 
developments. 

Ongoing  NCC 

Planning  

Developers 

DAP Annual Monitoring Report. 
Applications approved for communal 
food space. 

Support provision 
of high quality play 
and outdoor youth 
facilities  

Newcastle City Council Play Space Plan  

Tier 1 (Part 1 of 2) April 2018 approved at Cabinet 
15 Oct 2018. 

Tier 2 (part 2 of 2) April 2018 

Ongoing  NCC Monitoring of delivery of Investment 
Plan. 

Review Playing 
pitch provision 
across the city  

Plan for Playing Pitches (adopted October 2015). 
This plan is being reviewed.  

Jan 2019  NCC  

 

Outcomes of review. 

Address 
deficiencies in 
playing pitch 
provision  

Secure funding for projects to address deficiencies:  

• Planning permission granted for Falcons: New 
community pitch.  

• Lemington: creation of new sports pitches and 
public open space.  

• City Stadium: creation of new running track and 
other improvements (using S106 funding). 

• Tennis: Development of new tennis facilities.  

Parklife: This is a nationwide project driven by the 
FA, the Premier League and Sport England aimed 
at improving football facilities. Two specialist sports 
hubs with artificial grass will be developed in 
Newcastle. The proposed location are Blakelaw 
Park and Bullocksteads in Kingston Park.  

2019  NCC  Revised plan. 
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Securing long term 
management of 
Newcastle Parks 
and allotments  

 

Park Trust 

Council is working towards establishing the ‘Parks 
Trust’ a new charitable trust model to maintain and 
develop the parks and allotments. The Parks Trust 
should be up and running by early 2019.   

Transfer of day to day responsibility of parks and 
funding, management and maintenance to a 
charitable trust (33 of the City’s Parks and 
allotments). 

Ongoing  NCC  

 

Transfer of parks and allotments in April 
2019 

Encourage Non-
motorised transport 
systems  

Address gaps in 
public rights of way  

Walking and Cycling Network Plan (LCWIP).  

The quality of the network can provide a valuable 
contribution towards city greening.  

Cycling Strategy to be updated. 
 
Tyne & Wear Public Rights of Way16  

Spring 2019  

 

 

NCC 

Transport  

 

 

Adoption of Plans.  Identified 
Improvements. 

 

  

                                                           
16Newcastle Public Rights of Way  https://community.newcastle.gov.uk/mapping/prowmap-map#top  

https://community.newcastle.gov.uk/mapping/prowmap-map#top
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Theme 4: Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

Objectives 

• Promote mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change through the provision and enhancement of green infrastructure.  
• Maximise flood alleviation using green infrastructure and protect and manage flood plains. 
• Seek to ensure that new development incorporates green spaces, green roofs and SuDs for management of surface water and heat island 

effects. 

Actions   Timescale Responsible Monitoring / Delivery  

Take opportunities 
wherever possible 
to promote 
mitigation of, and 
adaptation to, 
climate change 
through the 
provision and 
enhancement of 
green infrastructure 

CSUCP CS16 Climate Change, CS17 Flood Risk 
and Water Management. 

DAP Policies DM26 Flood Risk and Water 
Management. 

Flood risk management policy use of SuDs/green 
roofs.  

Sustainable drainage.  

Trees.  

Ensure reflected in planning briefs and planning 
proposals.  

Ongoing Planning  Local Plan Annual Monitoring.  

Ensure that 
development briefs 
and proposals 
incorporate 
requirements for 
green spaces, 
green roofs and 
SuDs where 
applicable 

Flood Risk Management Guidance SuDS guidance 
LLFA consultation.  

Emerging Development Allocations Plan Policy 
DM26 Flood Risk and Water sets out need for SuDs 
in critical drainage areas and more detailed SuDs 
criteria.  

 

Ongoing Planning 

LLFA 

LLFA SuDs guidance and pre-
application service available.  

Local Plan Annual Monitoring, CSUCP 
Monitoring Indicator 41. 

Restore degraded 
riparian corridors, 
including de 

Development Allocations Plan policy DM26 Flood 
Risk and Water Management.  

Ongoing LLFA 

Planning 

Development and Allocations and 
Annual Monitoring Report.  
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culverting where 
possible  

SFRA Reviewed  2017 Planning   

All new 
developments 
maximise on-site 
storm water 
management 
through 
implementation of 
SuDs and in some 
cases tree planting 

Through Development Management and Local 
Lead Flood Authority. CSUCP Policy CS17 requires 
Sustainable drainage and the emerging 
Development Allocations Plan policy DM26 Flood 
Risk and Water Management requires sustainable 
drainage.  

Adoption 
2019  

Planning 

LLFA 

Adoption of more detailed Flood 
Management Policy in the DAP. 

 

New sites approved with SuDs. 

Strategic Land Allocation sites set out in CSUCP.  

Key sites in the CSUCP. 

Ongoing  NCC 
Planning 
LLFA 
Developers 

Planning permissions and conditions.  

Annual Monitoring SuDs through LLFA 
and CSUCP.  

Address surface 
water flooding 
across city  

Ouseburn Catchment Plans & City Centre 
Catchment Surface Water Management Plans in 
place. Deliver is subject to funding opportunities.    

Ongoing Lead Local 
Flood 
Authority  

Local Flood Risk Strategy. 

Support Blue green 
cities & Urban flood 
resilience 

NCC signatory of Blue Green Cities pledge 2016, 
see appendix.  

Ongoing Blue Green Local Learning Action 
Alliance. 

Centre of Life 7 March 2019. 

Ongoing  NCC 

NWL 

EA 

The Blue-Green Path to Urban Flood 
Resilience dissemination event 7 March 
2019.  

Local Flood Risk 
Management 
Strategy  

Projects – with GI 
elements 

Appletree Gardens – tree planting.  

Catchment Plan Big Waters / Little Waters – tree 
planting. 

Brunton Ouseburn Diversion Scheme (won awards 
EA / NWL partnership £100,000). 

Raeburn, Newburn – near to SSSI, external funding 
for watercourse to address mine water pollution and 
improve quality of water.  

Ongoing  LLFA  Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
monitoring and implementation. 

  



   
 

   
 

Appendix A: Local Plan Policies  

Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan Policies (CSUCP) (2015-2030) 

 
Policy CS14 Wellbeing and Health 
 
The wellbeing and health of communities will be maintained and improved by: 

 
1.  Requiring development to contribute to creating an age friendly, healthy and equitable 

living environment through: 
i.  Creating an inclusive built and natural environment; 
ii.  Promoting and facilitating active and healthy lifestyles; 
iii.  Preventing negative impacts on residential amenity and wider public safety from 

noise, ground instability, ground and water contamination, vibration and air quality; 
iv.  Providing good access for all to health and social care facilities; and 
v.  Promoting access for all to green spaces, sports facilities, play and recreation 

opportunities. 
2.  Promoting allotments and gardens for exercise, recreation and for healthy locally produced 

food. 
3.  Controlling the location of, and access to, unhealthy eating outlets. 

Policy CS15 Place-Making 
 
Development will contribute to good place-making through the delivery of high quality and 
sustainable design, and the conservation and enhancement of the historic environment. This will 
be achieved by: 
 
1. Development being required to: 

 
i.  Respond positively to local distinctiveness and character; 
ii.  Create safe and inclusive environments; 
iii.  Ensure connectivity, accessibility and legibility; 
iv.  Respect and enhance significant views and the setting of heritage assets; 
v.  Respond to the unique character and importance of the River Tyne, its tributaries 

and its setting; 
vi.  Respond positively to opportunities to introduce public art; and 
vii.  Respond to local design and conservation guidance. 
 

2.  Taking a proactive approach to sustaining the historic environment in a manner 
appropriate to the significance of the relevant heritage asset and requiring development to 
support and safeguard the historic environment by: 

 
i. Promoting the use, enjoyment and understanding of the historic environment; 
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ii. Positively responding to those heritage assets which are at risk, and not leaving 
heritage assets at risk, or vulnerable to risk; and 

iii. Where appropriate positively adapting heritage assets to ensure the continued 
contribution to quality of place. 

 
Policy CS16 Climate Change 
 
Development will be sustainable, able to function effectively in a changing 
climate and address impacts on climate change emissions. Development will be 
required to: 
 
1.  Use a good standard of building fabric, passive design, and landscaping measures to 

minimise energy demand; 
2.  Be flexible from the outset to allow adaptation to alternative uses; 
3.  Deliver a good level of sustainability required by relevant government schemes/guidance; 
4.  Minimise its contributions and provide resilience to the ongoing and predicted impacts of 

climate change; 
5.  Reduce its whole-life CO2 equivalent emissions impact; and 
6.  Optimise the use of local renewable or low carbon energy in accordance with the following 

hierarchy: 
 

i.  Connection to an existing, or make provision for future connection, to a committed 
wider decentralised energy scheme within a specified timeframe; 

ii.  Development of a decentralised energy scheme for the whole or significant portion of 
a development from the outset, including joint schemes with significant adjacent 
external energy loads; 

iv. Incorporation of other renewable energy solutions; and 
v. Incorporation of other low carbon energy solutions in accordance with current 

government guidelines. 
 

Policy CS17 Flood Risk and Water Management 
 
Development will avoid and manage flood risk from all sources, taking into 
account the impact of climate change over its lifetime. Development will: 
 
1. Avoid and manage flood risk to people and property by: 

 
i. Locating new development in areas with the lowest risk where appropriate by 

applying the Sequential Test; 
ii.  Managing flood risk from development to ensure that the risk is not increased on site 

and/or elsewhere, where appropriate by applying the Exception Test; 
iii.  Ensuring opportunities for development to contribute to the mitigation of flooding 

elsewhere are taken; 
iv.  Prioritise the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), given the multifunctional 

benefits to water quality, green space and habitat enhancement; 
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v.  Ensuring development is in accordance with the Council’s Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment; and 

vi.  Requiring a Flood Risk Assessment for sites over 0.5ha in Critical Drainage Areas as 
identified in the Council’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessments. 

2.  Ensure water supply and foul and surface water infrastructure are provided with adequate 
capacity; 

3.  Not adversely affect water quality and where possible seek to improve water quality; 
4.  Separate, minimise and control surface water runoff, discharging in order of priority to: 

i.  Infiltration based Sustainable Drainage Systems; 
ii.  A watercourse; 
iii.  A surface water sewer; and 
iv.  A combined sewer. 

 
Policy CS18 Green Infrastructure and the Natural Environment 
 
A high quality and comprehensive framework of interconnected green infrastructure 
that offers ease of movement and an appealing natural environment for people and 
wildlife will be achieved by: 
 
1.  Maintaining, protecting and enhancing the integrity, connectivity, multifunctionality and 

accessibility of the Strategic Green Infrastructure Network. 
2.  Protection, enhancement and management of green infrastructure assets which include: 

i.  Biodiversity and geodiversity assets, including designated sites, designated wildlife 
corridors and priority habitats and species,  

ii.  Distinctive landscape character, recognising the particular importance of our rivers 
and topography, and 

iii.  Trees, woodland and hedgerows. 
3.  Addressing gaps in the network and making improvements in Opportunity Areas. 
4.  Improving and extending linkages to and within the Strategic Green Infrastructure 

Network. 
5.  Protecting and enhancing open spaces, sport and recreational facilities in accordance with 

agreed standards in line with National Policy. 
6.  Improving access to, along and onto the River Tyne and tributaries, without adversely 

impacting on the local ecology or damaging the river banks. 
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Pre-Submission Development Allocations Plan (DAP) (2015-2030) 

Policy DM21 - Design 
 
Development will be required to deliver high quality and sustainable design by: 
 
1. Taking full advantage of positive site features including retaining the best buildings and 

securing opportunities to improve the character and quality of an area; 
2. Demonstrating a positive response to topography, natural and built landscapes; 
3. Using materials, colours, tones and textures appropriate to the characteristics of the 

area; 
4. Enhancing the appearance of the City from major movement corridors; 
5. Accommodating a mix of uses; 
6. Making efficient use of land by promoting higher densities where appropriate, taking 

account of the character of the area, and location; 
7. Taking a comprehensive and co-ordinated approach to development; 
8. Incorporating hard and soft landscaping as an integral part of design, maximising tree 

planting, where appropriate, and providing for its long term maintenance; 
9. Incorporating measures to address the impacts of climate change and adverse 

microclimatic conditions; 
10.  Integrating mechanical plant, refuse and cycle storage into the design of a building; 
11. Ensuring that development contributes to a reduction in crime and disorder and is resilient 

to terrorism, delivers safe and secure buildings and spaces. 
 
Policy DM26 – Flood Risk and Water Management 

 
1. Development will be required to manage and reduce flood risk by: 

i. avoiding the culverting of watercourses, building over culverts, and where possible, 
remove existing culverts; 

ii. maximising areas of soft landscaping, permeable surfaces, green roofs and 
walls to reduce surface water run-off within Critical Drainage Areas; 

iii. contributing to reducing or delaying run-off within river catchments through river 
restoration, creation of upstream storage areas, and tree planting, where 
appropriate; and 

iv. minimising development on existing green space where it has the potential to 
reduce flood risk at catchment. 

2. Development will be required to demonstrate that its surface water drainage strategy, 
site layout and design will: 
i. prevent properties from flooding from surface water, including an allowance for 

climate change and urban creep; 
ii. not increase the risk of existing flooding elsewhere and that exceedance flows 

will be managed; 
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iii. ensure run-off from development is constrained to greenfield rates, or as close to 
greenfield rates as possible for brownfield sites, up to a minimum 50 % reduction; 

iv. manage surface water as close to source as possible and attenuate flows using 
source control measures; 

v. follow the SuDS management train approach, to manage water quantity and 
quality throughout the site; 

vi. provide the most sustainable SuDS techniques from the SuDS Hierarchy; 
vii. where feasible and appropriate, integrate SuDS into public open space and 

connect to adjacent watercourses or wetlands; and 
viii. demonstrate the life-time maintenance and management of the SuDS. 

3. Development must ensure it takes the opportunity to protect and improve surface and 
ground water quality and quantity and enhances the river environment by: 

i. implementing appropriate water pollution control measures; 
ii. including measures to treat surface water run-off pollution within the design 

of the drainage system; 
iii. safeguarding and providing river buffers with appropriate habitat; 
iv. naturalising watercourse channels and creation of wetland habitat; 
v. improving biodiversity and ecological connectivity of watercourses and its banks; 

and 
vi. mitigating agricultural and urban diffuse pollution, including impacts of the transport 

network.  
 

Policy DM27 - Protecting and Enhancing Green Infrastructure 
 
Development will be required to protect, maintain and enhance existing green infrastructure 
assets, and contribute towards the delivery of new green infrastructure assets by: 
 
1.  Providing on-site green infrastructure, or where it can be demonstrated that this is not 

possible, contribute to off-site provision. 
2  Addressing gaps in the Strategic Green Instructure Network corridors and providing 

improvements within the Opportunity Areas, as identified on the Policies Map.  
3.   Ensuring development proposals which could adversely affect green infrastructure assets 

demonstrate: 

i. that alternative provision which maintains or creates new green infrastructure assets is 
accessible and of equal value to health, climate protection, and biodiversity; or 

ii. the proposed development would be ancillary to the main use of the green 
infrastructure asset and the benefits would outweigh any harm. 

4.  Requiring proposals for the creation of new green infrastructure assets or enhancements 
of existing green infrastructure assets to: 

 i. maximise multi-functionality;  
ii.  enhance connectivity and accessibility;  
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iii. enhance biodiversity; 
iv. contribute to the areas character and improve visual amenity; 
v. take opportunities to include community involvement and education; 
vi.  secure long-term maintenance and management; and 
vii.  incorporate climate change mitigation measures.  

 
Policy DM28 -Trees and Landscaping 
 
Development will be required to protect, enhance and manage existing trees and landscape 
features.   
 
1. Development which would unacceptably harm or result in the loss of trees or 

landscape features, will not be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that: 
i. development cannot be reasonably located elsewhere within the development 

site;  
ii. the need and benefits of development clearly outweighs any harm to ecological 

value, landscape quality and historical importance of the area, in the case of 
ancient woodland and veteran trees, provides exceptional public benefits; and  

iii. appropriate mitigation and enhancement measures are provided. 

2. Development will be required to include new trees and landscape features where 
appropriate which:  
 
i. enhance the quality and character of the development and area; 
ii. provide connectivity and enhancements where possible to the Strategic Green 

Infrastructure Network Corridors and Wildlife Enhancement Corridors; 
iii. assist in providing multi-functional environmental benefits; and 
iv. assist in reducing or mitigating run-off and flood risk. 

 
Policy DM29 - Protecting and Enhancing Biodiversity and Habitats 
 
1.   Development which may affect any designated site, biodiversity or important habitat, 

species or geological feature must be supported by an up to date ecological assessment 
to ensure the likely impact of the proposal can be assessed and mitigated; 

2.  Development which has a direct or indirect adverse effect on a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) and/or protected species should not normally be permitted; 

3.  Development which has a direct or indirect adverse effect on Local Nature Reserves 
(LNR), Local Wildlife Site (LWS), Site of Local Conservation Interest (SLCI), as 
designated on the Policies Map, must be avoided. Where significant harm cannot be 
avoided, development will be refused unless: 
i.   adequate mitigation measures to offset any loss or disturbance which outweigh the 

harm to the biodiversity value of the site, habitat and species is secured; 
ii.  in exceptional circumstances where harm cannot be avoided or fully mitigated 

compensatory measures are secured; 
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4.  Development which would have an adverse effect on priority habitats and priority species 
will not be permitted unless adequate mitigation can be provided; 

5.  Development which would have an adverse effect on the biodiversity value or connectivity 
and function of the Wildlife Enhancement Corridor as designated on the Policies Map, will 
only be permitted where adequate mitigation is secured; 

6.  Development will be required to maximise the opportunity to protect and enhance habitats 
and provide net gains in biodiversity by: 

 
i. retaining natural features and habitats and protecting them during construction;  
ii. maintaining and improving buffers and ecological connectivity to the wider 

environment; 
iii. creating and restoring habitat to provide corridors and stepping stones for wildlife; 

and  
iv. securing future management arrangements. 

 
Policy DM30 – Protecting Open Space  
 
1.  Development of open space, sports, recreational buildings and land, including playing 

fields, will not be permitted unless an assessment has been undertaken in accordance 
with the council’s open space standards as set out in Table 1 demonstrating:  
i. there is a proven surplus of such provision and the proposed loss will not result in a 

current or likely shortfall in the plan period; or 
ii. any loss resulting from development will be replaced by the equivalent or better 

provision in terms of both quality and quantity in a suitable location; or 
iii. the development proposed is for alternative sports and recreation provision or green 

infrastructure, the need of which clearly outweighs the loss of the existing open 
space. 

2.  Development which would result in the loss of open space not shown on the Policies Map 
that contributes to the character and visual amenity of an area will not be permitted unless 
it can be demonstrated that the benefits of development clearly outweigh the loss.  

3.  Development of ancillary facilities on open space will be supported where:  
i.  it is necessary to or would facilitate the functioning of the open space; 
ii.  it would be appropriate in scale; 
iii. it would not detract from the character of the site or surroundings; 
iv. it would not be detrimental to any other function that the open space performs; and 
v. it would contribute positively to the setting and quality of the open space. 
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Table 1: Open Space Standards for new open space  

 
Policy DM31 Provision of Open Space, Sports and Recreational Buildings 
 
1. Residential development will be required to contribute to the provision of new open space, 

enhancements to existing open space and maintenance to meet the Council’s open space 
set out in Table 3; 

2. Open space created as part of a development will be required to:  
i. be of an appropriate size and quality; 
ii. be accessible to the public; 
iii. be designed to be safe, useable and integrated into the development; 
iv. maximise its multifunctional benefits; 
v. take opportunities to improve the connectivity and accessibility of the Strategic Green 

Infrastructure Network; and  
vi. include a suitable long-term management and maintenance programme. 

3. Communal food growing opportunities within major residential developments will be 
encouraged. 

 

Table 3: Open Space Standards for new open space  

Typology Quantity standards 

(ha/1000 population) 

Access standard 

Allotments 0.30 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 

Amenity Green Space (sites >0.15 
ha) 

1.0 600 metres or 12-13 minutes’ walk 
time 

Park and Recreation Grounds 
(public provision only) 

0.8 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 

Play Space (Children) 0.02 600 metres or 12-13 minutes’ walk 
time 

Play Space (Youth) 0.02 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 

Natural Green Space None  Accessible Natural Green 

Space Standard (ANGSt) for 
analysing existing provision 

Typology Quantity standards 
(ha/1000 population) 

Access standard 

Allotments 0.30 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 
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Amenity Green Space (sites >0.15 
ha) 

1.0 600 metres or 12-13 minutes’ walk 
time 

Park and Recreation Grounds 
(public provision only) 

0.8 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 

Play Space (Children) 0.02 600 metres or 12-13 minutes’ walk 
time 

Play Space (Youth) 0.02 720 metres or 15 minutes’ walk time 

Natural Green Space 1.0 (to be combined with 
Amenity Green Space) 

Accessible Natural Green 
Space Standard (ANGSt) for 
analysing existing provision 



   
 

   
 

 

Appendix B: Green Infrastructure Network and Opportunity Area Delivery  

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 1. Seaton Burn and Prestwick Carr 

Wildlife corridors (Network Gaps) (Recommendations 
linked to Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011) 

Includes identified wildlife corridor  

Deficiencies: Poor conservation status of Prestwick Carr 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor   Brenkley Colliery (A): Restore open cast area for nature conservation & 
recreation. 

Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Northumberlandia, Prestwick Carr Weetslade Country Park, Big Waters 

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area.  

• Prestwick Carr SSSI and surrounding habitat is now being managed by Northumberland Wildlife Trust (NWT) following an S106 agreement 
between Banks Developments, Newcastle City Council and Defence Estates. 

• NWT manages Prestwick Carr Site of Local Conservation Interest (SLCI).  A lease agreement was drawn up between Newcastle City 
Council and NWT to manage the land through their grazing conservation scheme, Flexigraze. 

• This corridor is included in Northumberland Wildlife Trust’s Strategic Landscape proposals map, highlighting the importance of this route as 
a wildlife corridor and promoting its enhancement and improvement for people and wildlife. 

• S106 contributions have been secured from Dinnington North and South housing developments, to improve Prestwick Carr SLCI. 
• 56k was secured through S106 contributions for access improvement from Dinnington to Big Waters. 
• Newcastle’s Flood Management have set up a Hartley Burn and Big Waters catchment partnership and an action list for the area. 
• Brenkley Colliery Opportunity Area: Approximately 1/3rd of the site has been restored with large areas of wildflower grassland, native 

woodlands, native hedgerows and wetlands created.  Improvements to the PROW have also been carried out. 
• S39 agreement has been agreed between Banks Development, Blagdon Estates and Newcastle City Council for the management of North 

Brenkley Local Wildlife site and surrounding habitat upon completion of the Brenkley Lane Opencast scheme. 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 2.  Gosforth Park and Weetslade 

Wildlife corridors (Network Gaps) (Recommendations 
linked to Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011) 

Includes identified wildlife enhancement corridor 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor    
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Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Weetslade country Park 

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area  

• Gosforth Park sits within the middle of this strategic corridor and is Newcastle’s most important wildlife site containing a SSSI, Local Wildlife 
Sites and numerous protected species.  It is Newcastle’s last remaining red squirrel breeding sites; Newcastle is the only city within England 
to have a breeding population of red squirrel. Gosforth Park is managed by The Natural History Society of Northumbria (NHSN) as a nature 
reserve. 

• The area to the south of the nature reserve has now become flooded and provides excellent habitat for wading birds but is under pressure 
through development.  NHSN are keen to buy the land and expand the existing nature reserve so that this area can provide a buffer zone 
from future development.  This area was designated in 2017 as a Local Wildlife Site to protect it from development. 

• Gosforth Race Course also own and manage the land surrounding the nature reserve.  Development of five-aside football pitches, an 
assault course and improvements to the Mile Straight have provided opportunities for habitat creation and management through planning 
conditions. 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 3. Ouseburn to Walbottle  

Wildlife corridors (Network Gaps) (Recommendations 
linked to Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011) 

Includes identified wildlife corridor                                                                          
Gaps/deficiencies : Culverted section at City Stadium 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor   Jesmond Dene/Lower Ouseburn Valley (I): Promote Jesmond Dene and the 
Lower Ouseburn valley as a major destination within the City                                                            
Walker Riverside (J) Enhance Walker Riverside. Support regeneration 

Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Jesmond Dene Tyne Riverside Country Park, Paddy Freemans Park,  Armstrong 
Park Gosforth Park 

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area  

• Improved access for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians on main route through Tyne Riverside Country Park from visitor centre 
• Resurfacing of bridleway along North Walbottle Wagonway (A69/Lotus Close) 
• Installation new bridge across the burn in Walbottle Dene for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians  
• New footbridge across Ouseburn (links Redhouse Farm to Great Park) 
• The Ouseburn is Newcastle’s most important wildlife corridor linking the city centre with the wider countryside.  The upper Ouseburn down to 

Newcastle Great Park provide potential flood storage areas.  Works have already been carried out at Newcastle Great Park to create large 
areas of SuDs and in channel improvements to the Ouseburn for otter, water vole and kingfisher.  New access routes have also been 
incorporated into the strategic open space to improve access to the area for people without impacting on wildlife. 

• The lower Ouseburn from the Ouseburn Farm to the mouth of the Tyne is also undergoing improvements through regeneration of the area.  
Green roofs have been incorporated into several new developments and more green roofs are proposed in future developments.  The 
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Ouseburn Barrage River Management Plan has been produced and implemented.  This has involved the treatment of Japanese knotweed, 
creation of floating reed beds, installation of kingfisher nests and otter Holts.  Woodland management, pond creation and wildflower planting 
have also been carried out in partnership between Northumberland Wildlife Trust, Ouseburn Farm and Newcastle City Council.  

• A new footpath along the eastern side of the Ouseburn is almost complete and will provide an unbroken link between the Tyne and Ouseburn 
Farm; this will also include areas of new landscaping to soften this canalized area of the Ouseburn. 

• Repairs to the Ouseburn Quayside are proposed at Lower Steenberg’s Yard.  This will involve gabion baskets planted up to soften the 
Quayside wall for people and wildlife. 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 4. Wallsend Burn to Haddricks Mill 

Wildlife corridors (Network Gaps) (Recommendations 
linked to Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011) 

Includes identified wildlife corridor                                                                                            
Gaps: Constraints in linkage around Haddricks Mill due to road crossings 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor    

Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Jesmond Dene, Rising Sun Country Park  

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area  

Coxlodge Waggonway has previously had improvements made for cyclists and walkers with new wildlife and historical interpretation panels 
being added and re-surfacing carried out.  In addition, hedgerow management works were implemented, and new hedgerows and wildflower 
plug planting was carried out.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Haddricks Mill and Killingworth Road upgrades will improve walking and cycling links. 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 5. Town Moor and Woolsington 

Wildlife Enhancement Corridor Includes identified wildlife corridor, also Town Moor and Leazes Park                  
Gaps/deficiencies Poor links to Tyne and Ouseburn  

Gap 1: Improve habitat between the Town Moor and River Tyne. With green 
roofs, living walls at Science Central and Strawberry Place and improvements to 
Leazes Park                                                                                                                    
Gap 8: Kenton Bar:  Create new areas of wildlife flower meadows amongst the 
large area of existing amenity grassland. Use swales to address flooding on 
footpaths ,planted up with native reed beds to alleviate this problem. 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor   Upper Ouseburn Valley (B): Improve habitat and flood water management in 
floodplain upstream of Haddricks Mill of Woolsington, as well as between 
Woolsington and Brunton 
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Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Leazes Park, Town Moor, Exhibition Park, Nuns Moor 

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area  

• Public footpath resurfacing across Leazes Moor  
• Potential for the NGP Expansion site and Airport Link Road to improve GI links with Woolsington. 
• Upper Ouseburn Opportunity Area: Newcastle Golf Club (Brunton Park) flood attenuation scheme completed. This has provided flood 

alleviation and biodiversity benefits for the local area. 
• Potential flood storage project is being investigated between Newcastle and Highways Agency to collect and treat water from the A1 within 

an unused SuDs pond in Cell I of the NGP. 
• Groundwork are implementing an Ouseburn Restoration Project, which is working with landowners, LA and developers to alleviate flooding, 

enhance habitats along the Ouseburn and improve access. 
• West Middle Callerton will create large areas of new strategic open space alongside the Ouseburn at Callerton.  This will include large areas 

of SuDs. 
• Upper Callerton development sites should be encouraged to provide opportunities to improve GI links and enhance the Ouseburn when the 

schemes come forward. 

Green Infrastructure Strategic Network Corridor 6. River Tyne Corridor  

Wildlife corridors (Network Gaps) (Recommendations 
linked to Green Infrastructure Strategy 2011) 

Includes identified wildlife corridor  

Gaps /deficiencies Integrated nature conservation designation for whole tidal 
river constraints in central gorge due to encroachment of development to river 
edge  

Management of saltmarsh areas 

Gap 2: Mitigate impact of urban encroachment over River Tyne at bridge 
crossings 

Opportunity Areas linked to network corridor   Newburn Haugh/ Riverside (G): Improve restore salt marshes, enhancing 
interpretation and education provision. Provide access to the River Tyne for 
recreational use.                                                                                                  
Scotswood (F): Use green infrastructure to manage flood risks. Incorporate 
green infrastructure in housing redevelopment. Enhance highway buffers to 
improve the aesthetic quality.                                                                                                                                
Denton Dene (C): Improve recreation opportunities at Denton Dene and create 
links with Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site                                                                                     
Newcastle City Centre (H): Use green infrastructure to improve the aesthetic 
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quality of the urban environment and historic features.                                                                            
Jesmond Dene / Ouseburn Burn Valley (I): Promote Jesmond Dene and the 
Lower Ouseburn valley as a major destination.                                                                                      
Walker Riverside/ Felling Shore (J): Enhancement of the riverside areas to 
increase perceptions of safety and support accessibility along linear parks 
supporting regeneration.  Walker Park (L): creation of green infrastructure links 
from Walker Park to Walker Riverside Park enhance underutilised space. 

Key Green Infrastructure assets and visitor destinations Tyne Riverside Country Park 

Projects in Corridor and Opportunity Area  

• River Tyne has been designated as a Local Wildlife Site in the Pre-submission DAP. 
• River Tyne has been designated as a Local Wildlife Site from Tynemouth to Wylam. 
• GI opportunities will be possible as part of the large residential development at Newburn Haugh.  There is a proposal to include a new 

footpath/ cycleway across the Tyne from this development.  Management and enhancement to saltmarsh areas and Lemington Gut 
Local Wildlife Site are also proposed as part of this development. 

• The Environment Agency working with the Groundwork North East, Tyne Rivers Trust and Hull University have set up a Tyne Estuary 
project.  This will identify opportunities for environmental improvements from the Mouth of the Tyne to Wylam. 

• Calders/ Forth Yards may provide improvements to footpath and cycle routes along the River Tyne. 
• Newburn Haugh / Riverside Opportunity Area: GI opportunities will be possible as part of the large residential development at Newburn 

Haugh.  There is a proposal to include a new footpath/ cycleway across the Tyne from this development.  Management and 
enhancement to saltmarsh areas and Lemington Gut are proposed as part of this development.  The existing riverside path/ cycle route 
will be enhanced as part of this scheme. 

• There are also proposals to put in a footbridge across Lemington Gut, which would connect Newburn Haugh and the riverside with 
Lemington Dene. 

• Newcastle City Centre Opportunity Area: Science Central has already created several green roofs and green walls.  Further green 
infrastructure is proposed including landscaping and SuDs. 

• Proposals for Forth Yards are in discussion at the moment.  This will be a large scale residential development linking the west of the City 
with the River Tyne.  It will open up this area and provide Green Infrastructure. 

• Scotswood Opportunity Area: Flood alleviation scheme/ SuDs to be created adjacent to Scotswood Expo site on Hadrian’s Way. 

 
  



   
 

   
 

Appendix C: S106 Expenditure Green Infrastructure 2012-2018  
 

Location Provision Amount 
Leazes Park General improvements 

including landscaping 
£330,000 

Walker Park General improvements 
including landscaping 

£162,000 

Pottery Bank Woodland Management £4000 
Hadrians Way – Walker Access improvements, 

landscaping and ecology 
£52,000 

City Stadium Allotments and general 
landscaping 

£41,000 

Havannah Nature Reserve Access improvements, 
landscaping and ecology 

£12,000 

Losh Terrace, Walker Allotments and general 
landscaping 

£440,000 

King George V Playing Fields General drainage and 
landscaping improvements 

£75,000 

Blandford Square Public realm improvements 
including landscaping 

£170,000 

Freeman Road – Entrance to 
Paddy Freeman Park 

Landscaping improvements to 
entrance to park 

£31,000 

City Stadium Access improvements and 
general landscaping 

£42,000 

Shieldfield Green 
 
 

General landscaping and 
access improvements 

£151,000 
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Appendix D: Biodiversity and Habitat Sites  

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  
1 Gosforth Park  
2 Brenkley Meadows  
3 Hallow Hill  
4 Prestwick Carr  
5 Big Waters  

Local Nature Reserves (LNR)  
1 Sugley Dene  
2 Denton Dene  
3 Walbottle Brickworks  
4 Throckley & Walbottle Dene  
5 Benwell Nature Park  
6 Havannah  
 

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS)  
1 Big Waters  
2 Black Woods and Pond  
3 Brenkley Colliery and Meadows  
4 Brenkley North  
5 Callerton Pond  
6 Denton Dene  
7 Gosforth Park Nature Reserve  
8 Hack Hall Ponds  
9 Havannah Nature Reserve  
10 Jesmond Dene  
11 Lemmington Gut  
12 Newburn Spreading Field  
13 Northumberland Golf Course  
14 Paradise Purser Jobling  
15 Parkside Meadows  
16 Percy Pit  
17 River Tyne  
18 Sacred Heart Pond  
19 Scotswood Natural Community Garden  
20 Shelley Road  
21 Sugley Dene  
22 Throckley / Walbottle Dene  
23 Throckley Pond  
24 Tyne Riverside Newburn  
25 Walbottle Brickworks  
26 Walker Railway Station  
27 Walker Riverside  
 

Sites of Local Conservation Interest (SLCI)  
1 Bank Top Quarry / Wellfield Wood  
2 Benwell Burial Ground  
3 Benwell Nature Park  
4 Black Plantation  
5 Brunton Mill Meadow  
6 Cochrane Park  
7 Dentsmire / Salters Bridge  
8 Dinnington Road Fen  
9 Fencer Hill Wood  
10 Fox Cover Wood  
11 Gosforth Park Grassland  
12 Gosforth Park Hotel Woods  
13 Gosforth Park Woods and Pond  
14 La Sagesse Wood  
15 Matts Bank and Blackroad Plantation  
16 Moory Spot Farm Pond  
17 Newburn Haugh Wetlands  
18 Newcastle Central Cemetery  
19 City of Newcastle Golf Course  
20 Ouseburn Meadow  
21 Parkside Meadow  
22 Prestwick Burn  
23 Prestwick Carr  
24 Reigh Burn and Engine Plantation  
25 Rye Hill / Grange Farm  
26 Seven Mile Pond  
27 Sunnyside Ponds  
28 Town Moor  
29 Walker Riverside  
30 Walker Vicarage  
31 West Brunton Wetlands  
32 Woolsington Lake  
33 Woolsington Woods 
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Appendix E: Wildlife Enhancement Corridors17  

                                                           
17 Wildlife Enhancement Corridor Report 2013 (Updated 2017) 



   
 

   
 

Appendix F: Parks and Allotments Transferring Assets Schedule  

Principal Parks Countryside Parks Neighbourhood Parks  
Armstrong Park Big Waters Nature Reserve Benwell Nature Park  
Elswick Park Denton Dene South City Stadium  
Exhibition & Brandling Park 
Gosforth Central Park  
Heaton Park  
Hodgkin Park  
Jesmond Dene Park  
Leazes Park 
Nuns Moor Park  
Paddy Freemen’s & Castle 
Farm  
Walker Park  

Havannah and Three Hills Nature 
Reserve 
Jesmond Vale 
Ouseburn Park 
Percy Pit 
Prestwick Carr  
Sugley Dene  
Tyne Riverside 
Throckley Dene & Walbottle 
Walker Riverside Park     

Harbottle Park  
Iris Brickfield 
Kingston Park West  
North Kenton Park  
St Lawerence Park  
Summerhill Square  
The Quarry (South Gosfoth) 
The Spinney  
Westerhope Park  

 

 
Allotments  
Alderwood Crescent Ebba Walk Salters Lane 
Armstrong Fairways School House 
Beaumont Terrace Fenham Model Sheringham Avenue 
Benwell Lane Glanton Wynd Skinnerburn Road 
Benwell Lane Homing Club Gloucester Road St Anthony’s 
Blakelaw/Sunnyway Greenwater Pool St Gabriel’s 
Blaney Row Hadricks Mill Court St Michaels 
Blucher Terrace Hazelrigg Stephen Street 
Branxton Crescent A Hexham Avenue Stotes Hall 
Branxton Crescent B High West Jesmond Thorne Terrace Allotments 
Brunswick Hutton Street Three Mile 
Burnopfield, Castleside & 
Tantobie 

Iris Brickfield Thropton Terrace 

Chelmsford Grove Keebledale Tweed Street 
City Stadium Leighton Street Pigeons Walker Road Permanent 
Cowgate/Greenhill View Lemington Walkergate 3A 
Craster Terrace Newbiggin Hall Walkergate 3B 
Dene Gardens Allotments New Heaton IFC Walkergate Hospital 
Dene Terrace Norham Road Wallington Drive 
Denton Bank Percy Terrace Allotments West Denton 
Denton Dene Premier Whinneyfield Road 
Duke’s Cottage Rectory Road Woodbine Terrace 
Duxfield Allotments East &  
West 

Ridgewood Crescent Woodlea Gardens 
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Appendix G: Newcastle declaration on Blue and Green Infrastructure 

  
 


