Ouseburn Central Design Code Pilot 2021 Briefing Note
Executive Summary
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) is the UK Government department for housing, communities and local
government in England.
Newcastle City Council has been selected by MHCLG as part of the National Model Design Code Pilot Programme to prepare a Design Code for
Ouseburn Central.

Where is Ouseburn Central?
Ouseburn Central is located within Newcastle’s Urban Core to the east of the city, the Urban Core is defined as the cultural and economic heart
of the city.
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What is a Design Code?
The 2019 National Design Guide defines a design code as “A set of illustrated design requirements that provide specific, detailed parameters for
the physical development of a site or area. The graphic and written components of the code should build upon a design vision, such as a
masterplan or other design and development framework for a site or area”.

How are we going to do it?
NCC will use its multi-disciplinary team of professionals to prepare a Design Code. We will also be working with the local community, key
stakeholders, Northumbria University and North East Design Review Panel as part of the process.

Timescale
The programme will run until the end of October 2021 to prepare a draft for consultation.
Over this time period we will be following 3 key steps: (1) Analysis (2) Vision (3) Code as outlined in MHCLG guidance. For more info use
following link.

Consultation
Newcastle City Council will be working with local community and key stakeholders to help develop this guidance to help shape the future of
Ouseburn.
We will:
•
•
•

Issue a press release.
Be hosting a series of focused workshops to feed into the design process. Our first workshop will take place at the end of June with
Designe Ltd. - the North East Design Review and Enabling Service - facilitating an introduction into Design Coding and its application.
Consult on a draft later in the Autumn.

