GOSFORTH
CONSERVATION AREA
CHARACTER STATEMENT

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

CONTENTS
1

PART ONE - CHARACTER STATEMENT

4

1.1 Terms of Reference
1.2 Introduction
Purpose of designation
Boundaries

4
5
5
6

2

8

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CONSERVATION AREA

2.1 Archaeological assessment
2.2 Listed buildings
2.3 Overview of the development of Gosforth
2.4 Development of present street and housing pattern
Bulman Village
Late C19th
Early C20th
1920’s onwards
Procter and Gamble
2.5 Recent changes
2.6 Uses within the Conservation Area
2.7 Planning policy and decision making

8
9
9
12
12
14
15
16
16
16
17
18

3

PRINCIPLES OF CHARACTER

20

3.1

Materials
Buildings
Roofs
Boundary Walls
Floorscape

20
20
20
20
21

3.2

Architecture
Building Heights, Scale and Mass
Design themes – terraces
Design themes – semi-detached houses
Back lanes and rear gardens
Flat developments
Office Developments
Landscape
Tree Cover
Mature and Veteran Trees

23
23
24
26
28
29
30
30
30
31

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

1

4

Gardens and Verges
Landscape Elements as a Unifying Factor
Open Space

31
31
32

PART TWO - STREET ASSESSMENT

33

4.1 Sub-area a: High Street
Roseworth Terrace

33
37

4.2 Sub-area b: East of High Street
Church Road
Moor Road North

38
39
39

Moor Road South
The Grove
Rectory Terrace
Dilston Terrace
Church Avenue
Grove Avenue
Roseworth Avenue
Roseworth Crescent

41
42
44
45
45
46
46
46

4.3 Sub-area c: West of High Street
Moor Crescent

47
48

Leslie Crescent
Moor Place
Oaklands
Woodlands
Westfield
Westfield Grove
Westfield Avenue
Westfield Drive
Westfield Park
Kenton Road (east side)
Fernville Road
Oakfield Road
Elmfield Road
Elmfield Park
Elgy Road
Ashburton Cemetery
Oakfield Terrace
Meadowfield Road

49
49
50
51
51
52
52
53
54
54
56
57
57
60
60
62
62
62

2

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Furzefield Road
Beechfield Road
Parker Avenue
North Avenue
Hawthorn Road West
Linden Road
Hawthorn Road
Gordon Avenue
Causey Street
Graham Park Road
The Poplars
The Drive
West Avenue
Woodbine Road
Ivy Road
Woodbine Avenue
Linden Avenue

62
63
63
64
64
64
65
66
67
67
69
69
70
71
72
72
72

4.4

Sub-area d: West of Kenton Road
Kenton Road (west side)
Montagu Avenue
Wilson Gardens
Osbaldeston Gardens
Adeline Gardens
Kenton Avenue

73
73
74
74
74
74
75

5

SUMMARY
Special Characteristics
Against the Grain
Key Issues
Enhancement Opportunities

76
76
76
76
76

Acknowledgements

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

77

3

1. PART ONE CHARACTER
STATEMENT
1.1 Terms of Reference
This character statement has been
prepared in response to the proposed
designation of the Gosforth Conservation
Area and is in accordance with
Government Guidance contained in
PPG15 – Planning and the Historic
Environment.
Conservation Areas
Conservation Areas were introduced by
the Civic Amenities Cct 1967, and defined
as being “areas of special architectural or
historic interest the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to
preserve or enhance”. They depend on
much more than the quality of individual
buildings, and take into account features
such as building layout, open spaces,
boundaries, thoroughfares, the mix of
uses, use of materials and street furniture.
It is common for a conservation area to
include a number of buildings which are
designated as ‘Listed Buildings’ because
of their individual architectural or historic
value.
Conservation Area Appraisals
The approach to conservation area
designation has altered dramatically in
recent years and it is now recognised that
development plan policies, development
control decisions, proposals for
preservation or enhancement and the
‘management’ of conservation areas can
be best achieved when there is a clear
and sound understanding of the special
interest of the conservation area. PPG 15
-“Planning and the Historic Environment”
urges Local Authorities to prepare
detailed assessments of their
conservation areas and states that “the

4

more clearly the special architectural or
historic interest that justifies designation is
defined and recorded, the sounder will be
the basis for local plan policies and
development control decisions, as well as
for the preservation and enhancement of
the character or appearance of an area”.
Value of the Appraisal
The value of the appraisal is two-fold.
First, its publication will improve the
understanding of the value of the built
heritage. It will provide property owners
within the conservation area, and potential
developers with clearer guidance on
planning matters and the types of
development, which are likely to be
encouraged. Secondly, it will enable
Newcastle City Council to improve its
strategies, policies and attitude towards
the conservation and development
opportunities and priorities within the
conservation area. The appraisal will form
a sound basis for establishing effective
conservation area policies; support the
effective determination of planning and
listed building applications, and form
relevant evidence in planning appeals with
specific emphasis on those relating to the
demolition of unlisted buildings.
Evaluation Criteria
Buildings and Development Sites
•
existence of/proximity to listed
buildings, scheduled ancient
monuments, protected trees,
features of interest
•

grouping cohesiveness, linkage/
relationships to other buildings

•

period, style, materials, colour, detail,
proportion, status

•

uniqueness, distinctiveness,
consistency, inventiveness

•

local, regional or national importance

•

completeness, condition,
construction

•

cultural, historical or ‘folk/popular’
associations
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•

archaeological and industrial
archaeological value

1.2 Introduction

•

orientation, access, form, height, plot
shape

•

relationship to topography and urban
grain

•

density/proximity to other buildings

The conservation area lies approximately
1.5-2 miles to the north of the City Centre,
beyond the Town Moor. The area consists
of a dense, late C19th early C20th
residential suburb which is supported by a
thriving commercial High Street.

•

historical or planning precedents

•

opportunity for creative
contemporary solutions

•

threat from unsympathetic
development

Streetscape
•
historic pattern
•

effect of proportion, alignment and
topography on enclosure

•

street furniture, signs and features

•

landscaping and surfacing

•

shopfronts and commercial
treatment

•

period, style, materials, colour, detail,
proportion, status

•

relationship to urban grain

•

relationship and hierarchy with
connecting spaces

•

cohesiveness and relationship with
buildings

•

local, regional or national importance

•

completeness, condition,
construction

•

cultural, historical or ‘folk/popular’
associations

•

archaeological and industrial
archaeological value

•

uniqueness, distinctiveness,
consistency, inventiveness

•

visual and physical activity

•

traffic and access

•

effects of differing lighting conditions
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Purpose of Designation
Gosforth is a residential suburb
immediately to the north of the City centre.
It is unique to the rest of the City in the way
it has developed, aided by its status as an
independent parish until 1974. The
housing stock represents a collection of
types and architectural styles which are
not represented in such quality elsewhere
in the City, almost a collection of best
examples of High Victorian, Queen Anne
Revival and Edwardian house styles. The
residential suburb is complemented by a
commercial centre, a “typical” traditional
High Street which thrives despite its close
proximity to the City Centre.
The character and appearance of the area
has come under threat from development
proposals. The nature of the way in which
Gosforth developed, with much infill
happening during the early part of the
C20th has meant that there are few natural
opportunities for modern development.
Development threats are often based on
the conversion of existing housing into
flats or the demolition of older properties
to allow for new build. Such development
proposals could considerably alter the
character of this area and result in the loss
of its special qualities.
Policies within the 1998 Unitary
Development Plan provide controls over
residential development and the
development of open/green spaces.
Conservation area designation will
enhance these policies whilst recognising
the special qualities of the area in the
overall context of Newcastle.

5

Boundaries
The boundary is largely established by the
historical street pattern established
towards the end of the nineteenth century.
The boundary of the conservation area is
clearly defined along the southern edge by
the junction between the Town Moor and
housing developments along Moor
Crescent and Westfield, marked by a
sandstone wall. There is a clear
difference between the residential
character of the conservation area and
that of the open Town Moor.
The northern and western boundaries are
less defined and follow the central line of
streets or arbitrary lines along the backs of
properties. The boundary to the west can
be broadly defined by the way in which the
area has developed. The housing to the
west of Kenton Road is c.1930 and is of a
different character to the majority of the
earlier developments within the
conservation area although it does bear
some relation to Moor Crescent and
Westfield.
The northern boundary is less defined. It
takes in Ashburton Cemetery and Oakfield
Terrace. Oakfield Terrace is unique to the
conservation area and contributes
positively to the variety and quality of
architectural design. The housing
immediately outside of the conservation
area is of a similar age and quality.
Salters Road, Mayfield Road and
Broomfield Road relate strongly to the late
C19 terraces leading off the High Street to
the west. The principal difference
between these terraces is the extent of
alteration which has taken place and
ultimately detracts from the overall
architectural quality.
The eastern boundary is reasonably well
defined. It follows Church Road taking in
the prominent St Charles Roman Catholic
Church on the north side before following
the centre of the road along Moor Road
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North. The housing on the east side of
Moor Road North is early C20 and bears
some similarity to the characteristics of
the conservation area. The boundary
returns behind the housing on Moor Road
North to follow the boundary line of the
former Procter and Gamble site, a self
contained purpose designed office
development c.1953. The boundary also
takes in St Nicholas Parish Church and
follows the Metro line as far as Dilston
Terrace when it returns west towards
Rectory Road. The change in boundary at
The Grove takes into account a number of
detached properties and later, modern
residential developments which are
considered to be good examples of that
particular housing style.
For the purposes of this study the
conservation area has been sub-divided
into
a)

The High Street

b)

The East side of the High Street

c)

The West side of the High Street

d)

The West side of Kenton Road.

Sections b, c and d are dealt with on a
street by street basis.

a
b
c
d
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Newcastle City Council, 100019569, 2004.

•

Gosforth Conservation Area subareas
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© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Newcastle City Council, 100019569, 2004.

•

Gosforth Conservation Area
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2. DEVELOPMENT OF
GOSFORTH
2.1 Archaeological
Assessment
The conservation area lies outside of the
medieval town of Newcastle and north of
the medieval Town Moor. However,
Gosforth itself largely developed during the

period from the late C18th to the early
C20th on previously undeveloped
agricultural land. Despite its comparably
modern origins Gosforth does have a
connection to the Trajan period (2nd
century AD). In 1863 a Greek Colonial
coin from that period was found in a
garden in Bulman Village. This coin was
donated to the Newcastle Society of
Antiquaries.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Newcastle City Council, 100019569, 2004.

•
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Plan of listed buildings within Gosforth Conservation Area
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2.2 Listed Buildings
The following buildings are currently
protected under listed building legislation.
Conservation area designation will
enhance the protection given to their
setting.
•

The Stables, The Drive (II)

•

The Lodge, 2 The Drive (II)

•

All Saints Church, West Avenue (II)

•

West Avenue Methodist Church
(now Trinity Church) (II)

•

The County Inn, High Street (II)

•

1-2 Roseworth Terrace (II)

•

32-36 and 38-52 High Street (II)

•

7-21 and 23-33 The Grove (II)

•

39-73 Graham Park Road flats (II)

•

The Lodge, 2 The Drive

2.3 Overview of the
Development of Gosforth
The name Gosforth is considered to have
originated from a ford over a streamlet to
the River Ouseburn called the Gos, Gose
or Ose. This led to Gosford, Gosefod and
eventually to Gosforth.
In 1777 Gosforth comprised 7 townships,
North Gosforth, South Gosforth, Coxlodge,
Kenton, Fawdon, East Brunton and North
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Brunton. The Coxlodge township forms
the basis of the modern day Gosforth. The
township consisted of three hamlets –
Coxlodge, Causey End and Bulman
Village. The boundary between Coxlodge
township and South Gosforth township
followed a similar line to that represented
by Moor Road North and Moor Road
South. The conservation area largely
follows the historic boundary of the
Coxlodge township.
The area was historically a mining area
with collieries at Coxlodge, Kenton,
Fawdon, Brunton and South Gosforth, all
of which are outside of the conservation
area boundary. These pits were largely
disused by the end of the C19th and little
evidence of the effects of mining survive
within the conservation area.
The settlement of Gosforth developed
around the medieval St Nicholas Church
and later spread westwards. The first
principle development was the
construction of a number of large
detached houses, the largest being
Coxlodge Hall, built in 1796 by Job
Bulman. His son, Job James Bulman
inherited the hall in 1818 but rented it to
local business men, choosing to live in
Coxlodge Cottage (now Ashburton Villa).
The hall was eventually sold and in 1877,
was destroyed by fire. Andrew Leslie
restored the hall and made a number of
alterations to the estate.
Job James Bulman was influential in the
initial development of Gosforth as a
residential settlement. He was the
principle land owner at the start of the
C19th. Through the sale of land attached
to Coxlodge Hall, houses were built facing
west onto the High Street. The name
“Bulman Village” was established by
1830. The name was overtaken by
“Gosforth” in 1872 when the Government
failed to acknowledge the name “Bulman
Village”.

9

•

Bulman Village, c1828

•

Bulman Estate

10
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•

Bulman Village, 1857
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The village expanded considerably
between 1860 and 1910 to accommodate
the growing population. Gosforth Cricket
Club was established in 1864 and, in
1865, moved to its current location east of
the High Street.
Gosforth was an Urban District of
Northumberland until 1974. The Gosforth
Urban District Board was established in
1895 and Newcastle Corporation
attempted, unsuccessfully, to bring
Gosforth within the City boundary three
times, in 1904, 1910 and 1949. Gosforth
was eventually included within the City
boundary during the Local Government
reorganisation in 1974.

•
12

2.4 Development of the
Present Street and
Housing Pattern
An assessment of how this residential
suburb has developed can be taken from
the 1st to 4th edition Ordnance Survey
maps, produced in 1860, 1899, 1921 and
the 1930’s. Gosforth, in its present day
form largely developed between 1860 and
1920. Development post-1920 has
largely been “filling in the gaps”, the
largest gap being the site of Coxlodge
Hall, demolished in the 1930’s.
The Development of Bulman Village
The predecessor to Bulman Village was

1st Edition O.S. map c1857
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•

2nd edition O.S. map c1899

•

3rd edition O.S.map c1921
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•

4th Edition O.S. map c1941

constructed in 1825 and consisted of the
Queen Victoria Inn (as existing, now
named “Ye Olde Jockey”) and a row of 6
houses which ran as far as North Cross
Street. By 1830 the houses surrounding
and including Brandling Arms (as existing)
had been built.
In the 1830’s George Armstrong
expanded the village through the
construction of a number of large villa type
residences facing onto the High Street,
including Gosforth Villas. By 1860 Bulman
Village was firmly established along the
eastern side of what is now the High
Street, then the Newcastle-Morpeth Road
(but also part of the Great North Road
from London to Edinburgh). The village
was characterised by stone terraces and
large, stone detached villas.
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Outside of the village most development
had been restricted to South Gosforth,
around St Nicholas Church and the
Gosforth Colliery and River Ouseburn.
The west side of the High Street was
relatively undeveloped, agricultural land
with the exception of Coxlodge Hall,
Kenton Lodge and Causey House.
Salter’s Lane, Elmfield Road and The
Drive were established, in the most part,
as lanes which linked the High Street to
Kenton Road.
The Late C19th
This period saw a major expansion of
Bulman Village, particularly on the west
side of the High Street. The bones of the
existing street pattern were established –
Woodbine Road, West Avenue, Ivy Road,
Hawthorn Road, Causey Street, each

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

running east-west from the High Street
towards Kenton Road. Little development
took place south of Elmfield Road, largely
as a result of the land occupied by
Coxlodge Hall.
Housing built during this period consisted
of either two storey simple brick/stone
terraces based on long thin plots with
narrow frontages and deep rear yards, at
right angles to the High Street or large,
stone detached houses in the west, off
Kenton Road.
The Early C20th
This was the second period of major
expansion. The street pattern established

by the turn of the century was extended to
produce the present day street pattern.
East-west streets were intersected by
north-south streets to create more
frontages. This effectively reduced the
overall plot sizes and dictated the form of
housing which was to be built. As part of
this expansion the Ashburton R.C
Cemetery, to the north of Elmfield Road,
was reduced in size to accommodate the
housing requirements. Furzefield Road,
Meadowfield Road and Brackenfield
Road were all created on land poached
from the cemetery.
Housing types were dictated by the plot

© Getmapping/Bluesky International 2003

•

Aerial photo showing the Conservation Area boundary
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size and varied between richly decorated
terraces and large scale semi-detached
housing. One of the principle
developments in this period was the
Graham Park Estate. The estate is the
most significant domestic work
undertaken by architect William Hope of
Hope and Maxwell Architects in North
Shields. The estate was being developed
by James Frazer and took the form of a
series of impressive and imposing
terraces and large semi-detached villas
including Graham Park Road, Elmfield
Road (south side), The Poplars, and the
elaborate terraces on The Drive,
Oaklands, Moor Place and Leslie
Crescent. Hope designed a number of
the terraces and villas and typical of his
work are The Poplars (1906) in the Queen
Anne Revival style with decorative
porches. Brookside (1906), Moor
Crescent, is probably the best of his villas
with an impressive south view over the
moor. The estate was completed by
Andrew Kerr Tasker who persisted with
the Queen Anne Revival style.
In addition, development expanded
eastwards towards St Nicholas Church
along The Grove.
1920’s onwards
Initially there was a period of infill
development between the High Street and
Kenton Road. The west side of Kenton
Road was developed as a planned estate
– The Kenton Park Estate. This proposal
was first put forward in 1905 by architects
Newcombe and Newcombe. The estate
plans were revised again in 1913 and in
1923 with building commencing shortly
afterwards. The houses were built on a
piecemeal basis as builders bought plots
of land and built to individual
specifications. Further changes were
made in 1932 to the street pattern and
Adeline Gardens was created parallel to
Osbaldeston Gardens.
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Procter and Gamble
The Procter and Gamble complex to the
east of the High Street was developed in
the 1950’s. Hedley House, the principal
building in this complex is c.1953 and was
designed by Sidney Burn, staff architect to
Thos. Hedley & Co. soap manufacturers in
association with consultant architect
Anthony Chitty who had previously been
involved with the Festival of Britain. Later
additions to the site include a computer
block by Sir Basil Spence (1963/4). The
principal characteristic of this site is the
landscape setting, designed by B Hackett.
The site became vacant in 2001 when
Procter and Gamble relocated out of the
city.

2.5 Recent Changes in
Gosforth
Gosforth continued to develop over the
course of the later C20th. One of the
principle changes was the enlargement of
the City of Newcastle to include Gosforth
within its boundary.
Development has largely taken the form of
infill detached properties along street
frontages. There have been two principle
changes, the development of modern flat
complexes and the development of a
modern shopping/commercial core.
The flat complexes were built between the
1930s and 1970s on either previously
undeveloped sites or on the cleared site of
Victorian Villas. Avondale and Ferndene
on Moor Road South are a good example
of the clearance of Villas to make way for
modern development. The High Street
has seen one fundamental change – the
demolition of early C19 houses and later
shops to facilitate the construction of the
shopping centre in 1978 by Bellway.
Recent residential development has taken
the form of new build houses on the
cleared sites of former villa type
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

conversion of the characteristic small front
gardens to hard standing to enable off
road parking and in most cases,
substantial on road parking where
garages can not be accommodated. This
can, in some instances, lead to roads
becoming almost single lane due to
parked cars.

•

Gosforth shopping centre

properties such as Roseworth Close and
Richmond Mews, and the redevelopment
of non-residential sites for flats such as the
Police Station (Hawthorn Road) and
Hawthorn Mews.

2.6 Uses within the
Conservation Area
The majority of housing is privately owned
as single family dwellings. A minority
proportion of the housing stock is multioccupied either as privately owned flats or
landlord – tenant arrangements.
A number of properties have changed use
from domestic dwellings to business, often
in the form of Doctors’ and Dentists’
surgeries, and private schools. This
change of use has naturally had some
impact on the properties and their
immediate settings. This is usually in the
form of providing disabled access and off
road car parking.

•

Residential development on site of
former police station, Hawthorn Rd

Although there have been some changes
including demolition of earlier buildings,
loss of gardens, replacement infill
buildings and modern flat complexes the
character of the conservation area
remains that of reasonably affluent
residential suburban housing.
The housing in this area was built prior to
the development of cars and the need for
garages. The development of private
transport has led to the construction of
separate garages, alteration of housing
and rear yards to accommodate a garage,
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

The High Street is the retail and
commercial core of the conservation area.
At the southern end some residential
terraces and housing survives. These are
the older building stock of the
conservation area, stone built and dating
from the early C19. The northern section
of the High Street consists of retail, banks
and food outlets at ground floor with
offices above. Within reason, the majority
of buildings will be subject to leases.
The Procter and Gamble site is the only
purpose-built office development within
the conservation area and retains a
certain uniqueness as a result.
The conservation area is readily
accessible by private and public transport.
There are a number of routes into the
conservation area but the principle routes
are from the High Street or Kenton Road.
17

A number of east-west streets such as
Elmfield are used as through routes to
connect the High Street and Kenton Road.
Traffic calming measures and one way
systems have been introduced in an adhoc fashion to slow traffic to try to limit the
number of streets which turn out onto the
High Street.

2.7 Planning Policy and
Decision Making
Gosforth is a very popular suburb with a
good environment, and excellent
accessibility to the City Centre and other
facilities. It has recently attracted
developer interest in available sites
particularly for owner-occupied flats, for
which there is buoyant demand. Decision
making on these proposals has had the

•
18

policy benefit of the Unitary Development
Plan (UDP) which safeguards the amenity
of residential areas in general, for
example by protecting tree cover and the
privacy of rear gardens.
In addition, Policy H3 specifically prevents
the loss of large family houses in Gosforth
through conversion or redevelopment.
This policy is intended to maintain the
overall quality and quantity of this
important housing stock and its setting, for
its own value, and also to support the
City’s economic regeneration. As a result
there has been no loss of any good quality
dwellings since the adoption of the UDP.
Policy H3 is not in itself a building
conservation policy, but will be
complemented by conservation area
status, resulting in a high level of
protection for much of the residential core
of Gosforth.

Extension to Procter & Gamble office development, Lord Mayor’s Design Awards
Winner 1994, New building category (now demolished)
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Development pressures have therefore
been deflected to various non-residential
sites such as former office buildings, and
the disused police station. Applications
are determined by the City Council in
accordance with the UDP and current
Government planning guidance, which
seeks to recycle suitable redundant land
and buildings in highly accessible
locations within urban areas for new
housing.
The main additional benefits of
conservation area designation to planning
decision making will be:•

control over demolition – a
presumption in favour of retaining
and re-using buildings and structures
that contribute to character, and

•

enhanced power to secure high
standards of design and materials,
and to secure proposals which
preserve or enhance the character
and appearance. The character
statement will be a material
consideration in assisting decision
making.

of the conservation area and to establish
the character and appearance, which
should be preserved and enhanced. As
part of this process, the assessment also
sets out those elements which detract
from the character or appearance of the
conservation area, and which would
benefit from redevelopment or
enhancement proposals.
Through the establishment of the special
interest, the character and appearance of
the conservation area, the assessment will
provide a benchmark for managing
change and ensuring that which is of
interest is preserved and that which is not,
is enhanced.

The mature tree cover is an important
element of the character and appearance
of the conservation area and whilst many
of these trees are protected by the UDP
and Tree Preservation Orders they are still
a vulnerable resource. It is essential that
pressures for development do not lead to
the damage or loss of these mature trees.
In addition, verge and garden boundary
trees are at risk from works carried by
utility companies as well as accidental
damage and root compaction by car
parking.
Conservation area designation is not
designed to prevent change but merely to
ensure that change contributes to, rather
than detracts from, the character and
appearance of the conservation area. The
character assessment aims to identify the
“special interest architectural or historical”

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

Trees within the pavement, West
Avenue - example of infill tarmac
between trees
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3. PRINCIPLES OF
CHARACTER
The conservation area is largely made up
of late C19th and early C20th housing.
Earlier buildings punctuate this landscape
in the form of stone and brick terraces
close by the High Street and large, stone
built detached houses in the west.

3.1 Materials
Buildings
The earlier buildings and terraces are a
mix of stone and brick, or both i.e. brick
construction with a stone front. Brick
predominates, since the turn of the century
stone has been used mainly for
architectural detailing and boundary
treatments rather than construction. The
overall character of the area is
characterised by the variety of bricks
used, from cream and glazed white bricks
to true red bricks to a softer reddish brown
brick. In addition, brickwork is mixed with
rendered panels (normally white/cream/
beige) and pebbledash. A number of
terraces make use of terracotta although
this is largely a matter of detail rather than
construction.

Roofs
Roofs are generally a mix of slate and red
clay tile. Within this there is variation
between blue Welsh slate and green
Lakeland slate, plain clay tiles and clay
pantiles. Later variations and modern
alterations have resulted in the use of
brown tiles, concrete tiles and bright green
pantiles. Whilst brown tiles and concrete
tiles detrimentally affect the character of
the individual buildings and the overall
roofscape of the area, the green pantiles
are unusual and stand out, creating visual
interest. Increased use of these tiles
would dilute their contribution to the
appearance of the area.

•

Green - slate - clay - concrete

Boundary walls
Front garden boundaries are found on
virtually all properties and are a
characteristic feature of the area. There
are a number of approaches but the
majority conform to one of two
approaches – low brick walls with either a
brick or stone coping and iron railings or a
sandstone rubble wall of approx. 1.5m
height.

•
20

Stone - brick - white brick - terracotta

The use of a dwarf brick wall with stone
coping and iron railings is the most
common treatment and is widespread
throughout the terraced housing and the

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

earlier semi-detached housing. The use of
iron gates created a uniform appearance.
The principle alteration to this boundary
treatment has been the loss of the railings
and their replacement with privet hedge or
timber fencing. The dwarf walls and gated
entrances have been retained. There are
few properties where railings have been
reinstated, with or without historical
reference to height and design.
The second type, sandstone rubble walls,
are particularly characteristic of the
southern section of the conservation area
and are a distinctive feature. Most of the
walls are of sandstone rubble, roughly
coursed with a stone coping which is
triangular in section. They vary from 1.2m
to 2.0m in height. Traditional openings in
these walls are in dressed coursed
sandstone with tall gate piers and curved,
splayed entrances. The location of these
stone walls relates closely to the
boundaries and lanes which were
established during the development of the
Bulman Village and Coxlodge Hall. The
majority of these walls have been altered
to accommodate subsequent
developments, either through the
introduction of new openings or through
the rebuilding of the wall in a more
appropriate location for that development.
In some instances the stone was reused to
form frontages to new housing.

•

Remnant of sandstone walling,
Moor Road South

Particularly good examples of this
boundary type can be found on Elmfield
Road, Westfield Drive and Park, the entire
southern boundary to Duke’s Moor and the
area around The Grove, Moor Road
South, Roseworth Avenue and Crescent.
Floorscape
In terms of detailing the early streets
typically had whinstone kerbs with
adjoining whinstone sett channels, and
random whinstone setts to the roadway.
Later examples have granite kerbs and
detailing. Whilst these setts have been
retained in many of the back lanes they
have been removed or overlaid with
tarmac on the roads. The whinstone sett
channel detail has largely been retained
as a border detail to the tarmac. There
are a number of remnants of early vehicle
crossings with granite kerbs and regular
whinstone setts with flush granite strips
inset.
The pavements are entirely modern
throughout and are laid in precast
concrete unlike other similar areas in the
City where Caithness stone flags are still
common.

•

Typical boundary treatments,
Rectory Terrace
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Recent, modern highway improvements
have been carried out in various locations
throughout the conservation area. These
have typically used pre-cast concrete
kerbs instead of re-suing the existing
21

granite kerbs. The High Street is an
exception – the scheme re-used and relaid the granite kerbs as part of the
improvement works. Another feature of
these streetscape works is the
introduction of black painted steel
bollards. The bollards help mitigate the
problems caused by traffic and parking
demands but do little to enhance the
character or appearance of the
conservation area.

•
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Examples of floor treatments
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3.2 Architecture
The housing styles in the conservation
area have been largely determined by the
following periods and styles:
•

Victorian and High Victorian Gothic

•

Queen Anne Revival/Arts and
Crafts

•

Edwardian

The housing is typically terraced or semidetached with a small number of detached
villas punctuating the street scene. A
number of semi-detached houses,
particularly on Elmfield Road and Graham
Park Road, have been influenced by the
villas in terms of their scale and mass.
The richness of the housing stock creates
a large amount of variation in architectural
detail but there are common themes which
run through the conservation area.
The way in which the area has developed
has contributed to its overall character and
appearance. Streets were largely built in
short sections with small builders buying
short blocks of plots, sometimes across a
number of streets rather than on a
complete street by street basis. As a
result it is common to find examples of
different housing on each street.
Woodbine Road, from the High Street to
Woodbine Avenue is a good example of
this, as is Woodbine Avenue itself.

•

Building Height, Scale and Mass
The early terraces are two storeys. In
some instances, such as West Avenue,
the roof space formed a third storey
through the use of dormers. This was not,
however, common throughout all terraces.
The terraces were built on long, thin plots
with narrow frontages and deep rear
yards. The early Victorian Villas are set in
large plots, providing expansive gardens
and space for out buildings etc.
The late C19th early C20th developments
were much grander. The terraces are
taller and often 2 ½ to 3 storeys in height.
These terraces are on a grander scale
than the earlier terraces with slightly wider
plots and not so deep rear yards. This is
typical of the period, the increasing
demand for development had a direct
impact on the nature of the building plots.
The semi-detached housing and detached
villas of this period are of similar heights
and are usually 2 or 3 storeys. The
building plots for the semi-detached
housing vary from the modest on
Oaklands to the grand on Graham Park
Road and Elmfield. The depth of the plots
provides houses which are as deep as
their frontages in most cases, with short
gardens to the front and longer gardens to
the rear.
The later flat complexes are, in the most
part, of a comparable height. The
principle exceptions are Moor Court at 7-8
storeys and Beechcroft at 6 storeys.
These tend to occupy previously
undeveloped sites or cleared sites, which
were formerly Victorian Villas. In most
instances the flat design makes the best
possible use of the available space of the
plot.

View of West Avenue showing
different building plots

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement
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Design Themes Common to the
Housing Stock

1.

Terraces

•

Pitched slate or tile roofs. Gables
are a prominent feature in the later
terraces such as The Poplars and
Oaklands, and often have black or
white painted overhanging eaves.
Decoration also increases in the
later terraces with decorative clay or
terracotta ridge tiles. Chimney
stacks are of a reasonable height
and vary from plain to decorated,
often in terracotta.

•

A number of terraces have traditional
timber dormers such as West
Avenue, Woodbine Avenue and
Hawthorn Road. The principle
alteration to roofs has been the
addition of modern velux rooflights
as part of attic conversions. The size
and profile of these rooflights
detracts from the overall unity of the
terraces.

•

Plain/simple elevations. Bay
windows are largely restricted to the
later terraces although West Avenue
and Hawthorn Road do feature
ground floor bays. Later bays are 2
storey, square or polygonal in shape
with stone or terracotta decoration
and surrounds to windows.

•

Windows are typically timber sliding
sashes. The detail of the sash falls
into one of three types, the traditional
6 pane per sash arrangement (some
are 4 panes), the later Victorian
arrangement of a single pane per
sash with the introduction of horns to
support and strengthen the sash
frames and thirdly, the Edwardian/
Queen Anne Revival style with a
single pane in the lower sash and a
multi-paned upper sash.

•

Casement style windows (where
opening lights are vertically hinged in
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the lower part and horizontally hinged
transom lights in the upper section of
the window) are common in the three
storey buildings, as the third floor
window. Also, casements can be
found in the bays of the later terraces
such as Woodlands. They tend to
have large lower panes with small
top opening lights with leaded and/or
stained glass detail.
•

There are no noticeable modern
replacements such as uPVC other
than occasionally at third floor or
dormer level. Paintwork is typically
white throughout. Window surrounds
are typically stone, occasionally
painted cream or white.

•

Doors are either solid 6 panelled
doors or are partially glazed in the
upper section with panelling below.
Doors are uniform to terraces with
little or no variation throughout the
length of the terrace. There are no
noticeable modern replacements.
Paintwork is typically dark blues,
greens, reds and black. Door
surrounds are typically stone.

•

Porches are common throughout and
vary in style. On the later, grander
terraces, such as Oaklands, Leslie
Terrace etc. porches fall into two
types – simple timber curved hoods
supported on wall mounted
decorative timber brackets or
elaborate timber porches with lead
roof and leaded light detail in the
canopy supported on ionic timber
columns sat on a dwarf stone wall.
Some are fully enclosed. Earlier
terraces such as Woodbine Road
and Ivy Road have simple open
timber porches fixed from the
brickwork.

•

The rear offshots to the terraces are
generally unaltered and provide
visual cohesiveness to views along
back lanes.
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2.

Semi-Detached Houses

•

Roofs are predominately hipped in
plain clay tiles. Some are pitched.
Gables are a prominent feature
along Moor Crescent, Oaklands etc.
and are often rendered cream/white/
beige, pebble-dashed or decorated
using timber framing with infill panels
of render. Decorative ridge tiles
feature on an ad hoc basis.
Chimneys vary in height and detail
throughout.

•

Dormer windows are found on a
number of the grander semi’s,
particularly on Elmfield Road and
Graham Park Road. The principle
alteration to roofs has been the
addition of modern velux rooflights
as part of attic conversions. The size
and profile of these rooflights
detracts from the overall unity of the
semis.

•

Elevations are either plain/simple or
grand/dominant. They are usually
red brick and often with pebble-dash,
render or timber framing at first floor.

•

Bay windows are ubiquitous the
conservation area and the norm is
for two storeys rather than single
ground floor bays although these do
occur. Bays are usually curved or
polygonal. Square bays are found on
the grander semis along Graham
Park Road and Elmfield Road and
circular bays can be found along
Woodlands and Fernville Road.
There are a number of 1930’s curved
bays on Oakfield Road, Kenton
Road and Elmfield. The space
between the ground and first floor is
usually rendered or pebble-dashed
or clad with clay hanging tiles whilst
in the grander semis plain red brick
is used. Oriel windows feature in
some of the larger semis.

•

Windows are typically either timber
sliding sashes or timber casements
(where opening lights are vertically
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hinged in the lower part and
horizontally hinged in the upper
section of the window). The sashes
are either single paned or the
Edwardian multi-pane/single pane
arrangement.
•

The casement windows contain a
variety of designs of leaded and
Edwardian patterned stained
glazing, predominantly in the upper,
opening light. The lower, larger pane
is usually clear. The leaded detail is
different in the circular bays. Here
the detail is common to the whole
window and is based on a plain
geometric design c.1930’s. The
1930’s curved bays have simple
horizontal glazing bars. Window
frames are painted white throughout.
Window surrounds are
predominantly brick with stone lintels
and cills in the grander designs.

•

Doors are typically partially glazed in
the upper section with panelling
below and do not vary much
throughout the streets. There are few
noticeable modern replacements.
Paintwork varies throughout although
frames are generally white, whilst
door surrounds are typically brick.
Some later surrounds are arched.

•

Porches are ubiquitous and fall
largely into three themes, a simple
flat timber hood supported on timber
wall mounted brackets, a mono
pitched roof covering two entrances
supported on timber columns or
enclosed porches constructed from
brick. Variations do occur, for
example, the mono pitch roofs may
be supported by wall mounted timber
brackets or the enclosed porch may
be timber framed with substantial
glazing. The form of porch is largely
dictated by the arrangement of the
front elevation and position of the
bay windows and any projecting
gable features.
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•

Front gardens have, in a number of
cases, been converted to hard
standing for off road parking
purposes. This detracts from the
setting of the housing.

•

Garages are not a traditional feature
throughout the conservation area.
They are largely later additions
although a small number of houses
appear to be designed with integral
garages. The majority of garages
built are of little architectural or visual
significance/interest. In most cases
the garages have been constructed
in the spaces between the houses,
creating “links” between each house.
This detracts from the setting of the
housing within the streetscene by
destroying the planned spacing
between each house and the overall
scale and setting of the street.

•

Garage detail

Back Lanes and Rear Gardens
Another characteristic feature of the
conservation area are the back lanes,
common to all areas of terraced housing.
The terraces were typically built on long
thin plots with narrow frontages and deep
yards to the rear. These yards are
characteristically bounded by tall brick
walls. The rear walls incorporated rear
accesses and coal hatches. The main
alterations which have affected the rear
yard arrangements are related to car
28

•

Back lane to Oaklands/Woodlands
showing garage doors

parking with yards frequently being given
over to off road parking. The views down
back lanes are now characterised by tall
brick walls punctuated by garage doors in
timber or the modern up and over
aluminium types.
Hawthorn Road and West Avenue are
unique within the conservation area.
Terraces typically did not have a rear
garden, only a yard. In this instance, the
back lane separates the rear yard from a
separate garden area. The garden plots
are long and thin with a variety of boundary
treatments to Hawthorn Road whilst those
on West Avenue are more uniform,
consisting of brick walls of the same
period as the rear yard walls.
The back lanes are generally consistent in
style. There is a narrow flagged pavement
to each side and the lanes are laid in

•

Garden to rear of Hawthorn Road,
north side
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random whinstone setts with whinstone
edging blocks and whinstone or granite
kerbs. A number of earlier details survive
where the detailing is simpler with large,
central granite channels laid in whinstone
setts.
The majority of back lanes have remained
intact and are in a reasonable condition.
Those which are no longer intact have
been dug up and relaid in tarmac or
simply been covered over with tarmac.
Underground works by utility services
have, in the past, had a detrimental impact
on the overall appearance of the back
lanes, particularly where original
floorscape detail survives. The impact of
such works is lessened where care is
taken to re-lay the setts rather than to
simply apply a tarmac finish.
By contrast, back lanes and rear yards are
entirely absent from the areas of semidetached and detached housing. This is
due to the design of the housing which
permitted service access from the side.
As a result, these houses tend to have
large rear gardens. Typically these
gardens have high timber fencing rather
than brick walls or hedges. The impact of
these rear gardens on the streetscene is
modest due to their inaccessibility but they
contribute considerably to the overall
character and appearance of the
conservation area, creating an almost
rural rear view to most properties. Such
gardens are rarely visible from the street
frontages and where such gardens front a
side street, significant views are
prevented by the height of the fencing.
Flat Developments
Purpose built flat complexes are
essentially new to Gosforth and
consequently of a character and
appearance which differs from that of the
terraces and semi-detached housing. The
main developments are Graham Park
Road, Beechcroft (Kenton Road),
Brookfield (Westfield), Moor Court
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

Graham Park Road flats, Grade II
listed

(Westfield), Grove House (The Grove),
Ferndene Court and Avondale Court
(Moor Road South) and Little Dene (Moor
Road South). Moor Court was the first of
the flat complexes and is an impressive
1930’s art deco style building. Graham
Park Road flats were designed in 1948/49
then constructed in 1951/52 and have
been listed Grade II as a result of their
architectural merit. The remainder were
largely constructed during the 1960’s and
70’s and are representative of different
types of flat construction and architectural
design. Little Dene is architecturally
unique in Newcastle. Generally each
block of flats is of interest although it is
recognised that the prominent
developments such as Moor Court, Little
Dene and Graham Park Road make a
positive contribution to the streetscape
and also to views in and out of the
conservation area.

•

Little Dene
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Office Developments
The Procter and Gamble site is unique to
the character and appearance of the
conservation area as the only purpose
built office development. In addition the
site is of particular interest due to its
mature landscape setting, which
contributes positively to the character and
appearance of the conservation area as
one of only two planned landscapes, the
other being the Central Park.
Landscape
The topography of Gosforth is relatively flat
and undramatic with only minor
undulations reflecting the underlying
geology – a mix of sandstone and
carboniferous coal measures with a fault
line below the northern boundary of the
conservation area. Whilst this was
primarily a rural area until the late
nineteenth century, the rapid development

•

Street trees, West Avenue

Tree Cover
The northernmost areas consist largely of
terraced housing with small front gardens
and, as a result, these streets are
generally devoid of any significant tree
cover. The more southerly sections of the
conservation area contain streets which
are characteristically lined with large,
mature scale trees. There are a number
of variations within this basic character of
buildings and trees. In some areas the
trees are located within the front gardens,
such as Woodbine Avenue. More
common, however, are trees planted
within grassed verges (many have been

View of Moor Crescent from Town
Moor

over the next century or so has effectively
obscured the underlying landscape. The
character of the area now is almost
exclusively housing with open land to the
south. The Town Moor (including Duke’s
Moor) is an area of Well Above Average
Landscape Value in the 1994 assessment
produced as part of the Unitary
Development Plan.
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•

Street trees, Moor Crescent
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replaced with tarmac) such as on West
Avenue. Also, the type of trees found in
the streets has changed. “Street trees”
such as Whitebeam and Cherry have
generally replaced the larger scale “forest
trees” such as Lime, Beech, Sycamore
and Ash which characterised the earlier
developments.
In addition, a third characteristic of the
landscape is the maturity of the gardens
associated with the larger Victorian villas
found in the western half of the
conservation area. Commonly, large
scale mature trees can be found within
these gardens presenting a clear barrier
between the street and the villa. This
largely obscures any significant views of
these larger detached properties.
Mature and Veteran Trees
The majority of the tree cover dates from
the turn of the century and comprises good
specimens of reasonable size, reflecting
the Victorian taste for gardens with forestscale trees such as Horse Chestnut,
Beech, Lime, Ash and Sycamore together
with dense shrubbery.
However, in addition to the general tree
cover there are a number of very large
“veteran” trees, perhaps 200 years old or
more. These are typically Beech, Oak and
Lime although examples of Horse
Chestnut, Sycamore and Poplar are also
found. These trees are located in
Westfield Park, Moor Road South,
Roseworth Crescent and the southern
boundary to Duke’s Moor and are typically
associated with historic boundaries and
land use patterns. Overall, these trees
make a significant contribution to the
character and appearance of the
conservation area.
Trees are an important feature of the
conservation area and, despite tree
preservation orders, are vulnerable as a
result of development pressures, utility
companies, traffic and removal etc. by
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•

Mature trees

individual householders. In addition trees
do not have an indefinite lifespan.
Gardens and Verges
The general layout of the streetscape has
changed very little. Gardens feature
strongly throughout, either at the front of
terraces or the rear of semi-detached
houses. Front gardens are of particular
interest as a symbol of the wealth present
at the time of development. Gardenless
frontages are common to terrace style
housing developments throughout
Tyneside, providing a sharp contrast with
Gosforth.
Verges are also a common feature in the
conservation area. They provide a visual
and material separation between
pedestrians and vehicular traffic as well as
allowing for the planting of street trees.
Some verges are still grassed though
most have been hard surfaced in gravel,
brick paviers or tarmac. On Oaklands and
Moor Crescent some verges have been
replaced with traditional cobbles.
Landscape Elements as a Unifying
Factor
It is a characteristic of turn of the century
development that the building work took
place in short sections, often over a
number of streets. It is therefore, common
to find different types of housing along one
street. Tree cover and the detailing of the
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streetscape itself helps to provide a
unifying element to the overall character
and appearance of the conservation area.
Elmfield Road is characteristic of this,
despite the many different housing types
and periods of development, the overall
streetscene is one of a suburban,
comfortable middle class residential
street.
Open Space
Within the conservation area there are
very few areas of open space which
effectively form a wildlife corridor linking
the Town Moor to the surrounding
countryside. The most significant of these
are found between the High Street and
Moor Road North, comprising the Gosforth
Central Park and the South
Northumberland Cricket Club. The cricket
club, although containing a large area of
open space, is almost entirely devoid of
vegetation other than grass. Furthermore,
it is surrounded by a combination of
buildings and tall brick walls. As a result it
contributes surprisingly little to the overall
landscape character of the conservation
area. Gosforth Central Park appears to
have been laid out from scratch on former
agricultural land or that of a small holding
in the early twentieth century. The park
has a semi-formal character with
reasonably large trees, and substantial
areas of shrub planting. It makes a

•
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Gosforth Central Park

significant contribution to the landscape
character of the area and also to the
overall appearance of the conservation
area.
There are a number of pockets of open
grassed areas throughout, the largest
being at the east end of Elgy Road. This
is of little landscape character but does
appear to be well used as an informal
recreational space. A second “pocket”
can be found behind Roseworth Avenue,
fronting onto the High Street. This is

•

Open space, High Street

undeveloped land which contains a
number of very substantial trees, notably
beech. The trees are approximately 150200 years old and are most certainly relics
from the former Roseworth estate. A third
area is on the southern fringe of the
conservation area, bordering the Little
Moor. Unlike the other two areas this is
planted with shrubs and flower beds but it
is of no particular landscape significance.
Other open spaces can be found in the
northern section, linked to the All Saints
Church and Trinity Church on West
Avenue. The grounds of both are relatively
low key and formal with mature trees and
grassed areas linked to the character and
use of the churches. Opposite All Saints
Church is the Gosforth Tennis and Bowling
Club which is largely screened from the
road by privet hedging and fencing.
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4. PART TWO - STREET
ASSESSMENT
4.1 Sub-area a: High Street
The former Bulman Village consisted
largely of stone houses and terraces. A
number of buildings from this period

remain, notably the public houses – The
County, Brandling Arms (now substantially
altered), Earl Grey, Queen Victoria (now
Ye Olde Jockey) and the Gosforth Hotel.
This collection of public houses make a
significant contribution to the character
and appearance of the conservation area
and are of interest generally for having
maintained their original use since the
1830’s.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Newcastle City Council, 100019569, 2004.

•

Plan of Gosforth High Street area
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Arms and adjoin Central Park whilst the
rear lanes etc are laid in random
whinstone setts with central channels in
granite.

•

Brandling Arms

There are 2 and 3 storey stone and brick
terraces on either side of the High Street
which have been adapted for retail and
office purposes. The terraces date from
the mid C19th and one bears the
inscription “Bulman Village” although this
sign has been relocated from its original
position. The principal impact has been at

The area around the junction of High
Street, Salters Road and Church Road
forms part of the original Bulman Village.
The fire station building (formerly Urban
District offices) and a terrace of stone
fronted commercial buildings date from
the mid-late C19th. The terrace is set

•
•

Mid C19th terraces

back from the main road with a wide
expanse of modern paving to its front. The
terrace has lost some of its unity through
the installation of modern shopfronts,
which bear little relationship to the design
of the buildings. In addition the
comprehensive replacement of windows
in modern materials and styles has also
had a detrimental impact on the
appearance and quality of the terrace.
The area south of Church Road, including
North and South Cross Streets, has
retained much of its original floorscape
character. Sections of 1.5m sandstone
rubble walling exist behind the Brandling
34

Remnant of Bulman Village

ground floor where modern shopfronts
have been installed without due care for
the overall appearance of the building and
its architectural composition. A number of
units, particularly towards the southern end
of the commercial core, are of a traditional
design and good quality. Good examples
are those on the corner of Hawthorn Road
and Causey Street.
The 1978 shopping centre is monolithic
and bears little relationship to its
surroundings. However, its height is
reasonable and as a result it does not
dominate the roofline. To the southern end
of the commercial core stand a number of
single storey pre-fab units, which provide
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement
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Good quality shopfronts on corner
of Hawthorn Road and High Street

small retail units. These units have a
temporary nature and do not contribute to
the overall character or appearance of the
area. In addition, they obscure and
detract from the two buildings, formerly
Gosforth Villas, immediately behind which
date from the 1830’s. The Villas retain

The streetscene is punctuated by the three
churches on the west side of the street.
The churches date from the late C19th and
the middle one, West Avenue Methodist
Church, now known as Trinity is grade II
listed. The churches are set in reasonably
open and simple grounds with open views
towards the High Street. The churches
contribute positively to the character and
appearance of the conservation area
through their close connections with the
residential development to their west and
their prominence, visually, on the High
Street.

•

•

Villas to rear of High Street and their
setting

much of their integrity although their setting
has been considerably damaged through
the development of the High Street as a
commercial core and associated car
parking requirements. Both Villas have
been adapted for commercial uses
although these changes have not been too
damaging to their external appearance
and character. The contribution of the
Villas to the character and appearance of
the conservation area would be greatly
improved through the enhancement of
their immediate setting.
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Trinity Church

Despite a large number of buildings
surviving in a reasonably unaltered state
from the c19th there is little of the external
landscape which has not been
subsequently altered. The overall
character is now that of a major local
shopping area with little landscape value
but a certain degree of richness due to the

•

Typical view of High Street and mix
of shopfront types
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nature of the building stock. The external
streetscape detailing to the High Street
generally consists of modern street
furniture (bollards, guardrails and lighting
columns) set in pavements of pre-cast
concrete flags with granite kerbs.
The car park to the north of the High
Street, previously the site of a school, on
the west side detracts considerably from
the landscape and views of the High
Street due to the prominence of the
junction with Salters Road and Church
Road. The impact is softened to an extent
by the stone boundary wall, characteristic
of much of the area. This provides an
opportunity for enhancement through
landscaping.

•

Gap site at north end of High Street,
currently used as a car park

The most southern section of the High
Street (past the County Inn) is different. It
is considerably less commercial and
consists of substantial stone terraces set
back from the road with long front
gardens. The County Inn (grade II listed)
and Roseworth Terrace (no’s 1 & 2 grade
II listed), both mid-late c19th, remain
intact.
Rose Villa, formerly an early C19th
detached villa, now forms part of the 2
storey stone terrace 38-52 High Street. A
second terrace, nos 32-38, continues the
streetscene south. The two terraces,
which date from the mid C19th, excluding
Rose Villa, are grade II listed. The
36

detached house on the corner of The
Grove completes the streetscene. The
house has been altered to a doctor’s
surgery but still retains most of its
character and original appearance. The

•

Rose Villa

houses are set well back from the
pavement with long front gardens bounded
by a mixture of stone walls which
previously supported iron railings and
inappropriate high timber close-boarded
fencing. Views of the terrace are limited
due to the dense tree cover and shrubbery
within the front gardens. The character is
residential with mature gardens and large
trees. Access to the rear of these terraces
is from The Grove and the back lanes are
set with random whinstone setts. A
number of the northern most properties
also have rear gardens separated from
the houses by the back lane, similar to the
those found to the rear of West Avenue
and Hawthorn Road.
The residential character continues south
of The Grove. The east side of the street
is characterised by the end properties to
Roseworth Avenue and Crescent, and the
three larger, detached properties towards
the moor, with the southern section having
the characteristic tall rubble-stone walling.
There are a number of mature trees within
the gardens of these properties, which are
in a section where the ground dips
significantly toward the line of Crag Hall
Dene (now mainly culverted in that area).
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement
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•

Former filling station - before and
after conversion

At the entrance to Roseworth Avenue is a
disused filling station which in its current
form does not contribute positively to the
character or appearance of the
conservation area. The land adjacent to
the filling station is one of the very few
open spaces and has historical
connections to the former Roseworth
estate, including a number of mature trees
planted as part of the estate. The area
contributes positively as an open space
and for historical reasons although this is
weakened by a lack of appropriate
management and by the modern street
furniture. There is opportunity for the
enhancement of this area as a public open
space or small “Pocket Park”. Opposite
the filling station, on the south side of
Roseworth Avenue, is the former Midland
Bank which has been successfully
converted to offices without losing any of
its character.
The west side of the street consists of
housing and is characterised by end
properties to the side streets and Queen
Anne style terraced housing c. 1905/6
which returns from the terrace on The
Poplars. The streetscene is dominated by
the 2m high sandstone boundary walls
between Elmfield Road and Graham Park
Road and the 1950’s flats at Graham Park
Road.
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Roseworth Terrace

Roseworth Terrace
Roseworth Terrace is a Victorian terrace,
which is substantially unaltered. The
terrace leads east from the County Inn.
The first two houses are stone whilst the
rest of the terrace are white brick. Front
gardens are of a reasonable size and front
a private drive with wide planted verge
which contains a number of mature trees.
Garden boundaries are low level
chamfered stone copings which originally
supported iron railings. The road surface
is tarmac although in the most part this
has been overtaken by the grass verges.
The principle intervention is the addition of
satellite dishes and house alarms. The
terrace is possibly one of the most private
in the conservation area and is one of only
two not to face directly onto a road, the
other being Gordon Avenue. The car park
to the County Inn detracts from the setting
of both the County Pub and Roseworth
Terrace could be improved.

•

The County Public House
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4.2 Sub-area b:
East of High Street
There is a clear difference in character
and appearance between the areas to the
east and west of the High Street. Whilst
the west side is a dense residential
suburb the east side is more spacious

with larger plot sizes and detached
housing and flat complexes. In addition,
there is a greater percentage of land given
over to open space with the Central Park,
Cricket Club and Procter and Gamble site
providing substantial areas of leisure
space and formal landscape settings.

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Newcastle City Council, 100019569, 2004.
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East of High Street sub-area
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Church Road
Church Road is mix of residential and
commercial. The residential development
lies on the north side of the street
immediately outside the boundary. The
corner, curved building, which returns from
the High Street, is the only one like this in
the area. It is relatively unaltered including
elements of the shopfronts and provides
an opportunity for enhancement and
restoration. Its impact as a prominent
corner building is somewhat obscured by
the levels of traffic.

•

Curved, corner building, Church
Road/High Street

The south side of the street is relatively
uncluttered. The streetscape is a
continuation of the Central Gosforth Park
immediately to the south, with bowling
green and associated low key buildings.
The Memorial Health Centre is a low key
brick, post-war building set back from the
pavement with parking provided to the
front. The building’s character has been
compromised by the comprehensive
replacement of windows with uPVC units.
The parking is screened from the
pavement by tree cover and shrubbery.
On the north side stands St Charles
Roman Catholic Church and associated
church house. The church and house
stand out from the surround terraced
housing and provide a strong visual
contrast to the streetscene and views
north from the conservation area. The
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement
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St Charles Roman Catholic Church

church and house are sandstone which
has blackened considerably and relate
well to each other in terms of scale and
design. The church has been extended on
the west side with a modern glass
structure which is box-like in design and
does not relate well to the form of the
church. In its favour it permits views of the
stone arches which previously would have
been the external elevation of the church.
The house is physically separated from
the church and retains a prominence of its
own. It is a three-storey building with slate
roof and variety of fenestration styles.
To the rear of the church is a hard-scaped
school playground. The school is of little
visual interest and is generally obscured
from view by the church.
The site is bounded by a mixture of timber
and concrete fences and hedge to the
west and east sides. The front boundary,
to Church Road, is a stone wall in keeping
with the church and house.
Moor Road North
The west side of the street is dominated
by the Gosforth Central Park and the
South Northumberland Cricket Ground.
The east side, 1930’s semi-detached
housing lies immediately outside the
boundary of the conservation area. The
southern section, towards the corner of
The Grove is included. There is a small
stone cottage, which has been
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•

New housing fronting Moor Road
North, built 2003-5

Converted stone lodge, Moor Road
North

Gosforth Central Park is an area of urban
parkland which was laid out in a semiformal fashion during the early – mid
C20th. The centre piece, a First World
War Memorial in red brick, is an integral
part of the park’s layout. The park is well
used and contains tree-lined footpaths,
substantial areas of shrubbery and open
grassed areas, children’s play areas,
tennis courts, and bowling greens. At the
north end of the Park, fronting onto Church
Road, is the Memorial Clinic, built as a
memorial to World War One. The park is
generally well used and maintained. The
Park contributes positively to the overall
character of the conservation area as one
of very few areas of public open space/
amenity space. In addition, it is of
individual historical and social
significance as a park set out after the
First World War, centred around a war
memorial.
South Northumberland Cricket Ground
separates the High Street from Moor
Road North. The Cricket Ground has

substantially altered to provide first floor
living accommodation, and Grove House,
a 1960’s purpose built 4-storey block of
flats with interesting, circular lift detail and
a strong horizontal fenestration pattern. In
addition, the flats are set in a large
garden. This is strongly in keeping with
the overall nature of the conservation area.

•

•
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Grove House

South Northumberland cricket
ground

been established in this location since
1865. The impact of this grassed area,
with practice nets, pavilion and other
associated features, on the wider
landscape is relatively low as a result of
the surrounding buildings onto the High
Street and tall brick boundary treatment.
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

The site is however, of importance to the
character and appearance of the
conservation area, and, along with the
Central Park, has always been open
space. The two areas form an important
visual separation between the High Street
and the later, 1930’s housing to the east.
The Councils Development Control
Committee have been minded to grant
planning permission for residential
development along the eastern side of the
site (onto Moor Road North) on the
disused tennis courts. The proposed
scheme involves the removal of the high
brick boundary wall and has spaces
between the buildings to allow views into
the site. The cricket ground would
continue to contribute positively as an
open space within a dense residential
development.
Boundary treatments along Moor Road
North vary. The southern section is
bounded by a combination of tall
sandstone or brick walling. The boundary
treatment ends on the east side at the
start of the semi-detached housing whilst
the tall brick wall continues along the edge
of the cricket ground. The boundary of the
park, in the northern section of the street is
a dwarf brick wall with concrete copings.
The boundary gains extra height from a tall
military pale fence which stands behind
the wall. The street is tree lined in part
with medium sized trees planted in a
narrow grass verge in the southern section
and reasonably sized trees planted along
the boundary of the park
The pavement detailing is primarily precast concrete flags and kerbs with a
scoria block channel, although the extreme
northern section of the park has narrow
granite kerbs and whinstone sett channels.
Moor Road South
Moor Road South is characterised by
large detached developments in the
northern section and large scale semiGosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

detached dwellings in the south. Most
buildings are late c19th or early C20th with
the exception of the two flat developments
– Ferndene/Avondale Court and Little
Dene. Immediately opposite the southern
boundary of Newlands School is a modern
detached block of flats which bears little
relationship to the quality and architectural
merit of the other flat developments in the
conservation area. Its scale and mass as
a detached building provide some
cohesion with the scale of the surrounding
development in the area.
The earliest building on this street is
Roseworth Villas, a mid C19th Victorian
Villa with a southerly aspect. The building
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Roseworth Villas, Moor Road South

remains substantially unaltered externally
and makes a positive contribution to the
streetscene and corner junction, although
it has been converted to office use and
part of the grounds sold off for
development. The entrance lodges off
The Grove remain, although altered
somewhat. Whilst the building has been
retained, its setting has been affected
through later development to the south,
obscuring its view of the Moor and through
the introduction of a hard surfaced car
park to the corner of The Grove and Moor
Road South. The future of this property is
subject to a planning approval for
demolition and the construction of a 3, 4,
and 5 storey modern flat complex.
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Notable buildings include Newlands
School, an impressive Edwardian villa on
the east corner of the Moor Road South/
The Grove junction. It is well screened
from the road by mature tree cover and a
tall stone boundary wall. The Ferndene
Court flat complex is built on the site of the

steps down providing balconies at each
floor level. The stone boundary wall
contains some interesting features which
predate the current development and
relate to former uses.
The west side of the street is a
combination of Edwardian and 1930’s
semi-detached housing. There is a
noticeable change in the scale and mass
of the houses between these two periods,
and also in their detailing. Noticeable
alterations to the basic form of these
buildings are in the form of two storey
extensions. Front gardens are bounded
by a tall stone wall and in some instances
have been altered to provide parking.
The street is generally lined with mature
trees, which are located in gardens rather
than road verges. Towards the southern
end of the street there are a number of
particularly mature trees, which relate to
former land boundaries.
The streetscape consists of granite kerbs
and pre-cast concrete flags with scoria
block channels. Granite kerbs exist at the
crossovers between streets.

•

Ferndene Court, Moor Road South

former Ferndene House, and Avondale
Court, to the rear of Ferndene Court, is
built on the site of the former Avondale
House, both Victorian villa developments.
The flats are 3-storeys with flat roofs and
horizontal fenestration detail. Like Grove
House the flats are set in reasonably
mature landscape and bounded by the
original tall stone wall which is
characteristic of this street. The Little
Dene flats complex fronts onto Lodore
Road whilst the southern block looks out
over the Moor. The two blocks are
architecturally unique within the
conservation area. The front elevation/
street frontage is almost fully glazed and
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•

The Grove

The Grove
The north side of The Grove, between
High Street and Moor Road North/South
junction, consists of two stone terraces
(grade II listed) which form part of the
original Bulman Village development. The
terraces have been retained in a
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

substantially unaltered form with long front
gardens. The mature tree cover and
garden planting obscure most views and
glimpses of the terraces are largely only
permitted through gateways. The front
boundary consists of a low stone wall. The
first terrace has in part retained/reinstated
iron railings whilst timber pale fencing
characterises the rest of street.

which separates them from the rest of the
conservation area are the castellated
three storey square towers which stand on
the south side of the buildings. There is a
certain degree of unity in form, scale and
design between these houses and overall,
their character and appearance is a
positive contribution to the streetscene.
The loss of front garden for car parking
does detract from the setting of the
housing and presents an opportunity for
enhancement.
The street is generally lined with mature
trees set in front gardens.

•

South side of The Grove

The south side consists of an Edwardian
terrace and a pair of semi-detached
houses. The terrace differs slightly in form
from others of the same period in the
conservation area and makes greater use
of stone. Bays are restricted to ground
floor only with a stone parapet and flat
roof. The entrance projects to the front of
the building with decorated stone roof and
column detail to either side of the door.
The end gables are timber framed with
white render infill. Traditional dormers and
tall, decorated chimneys relieve the
pitched roof. Short front gardens are
bounded by a continuous low brick wall,
with stone or brick coping detail and
wrought iron gates. The unity and quality
of the terrace form and design has been
detrimentally affected through the
replacement of some timber sashes with
top opening uPVC windows.
The pair of semi-detached houses are
similar in scale to those on Elmfield Road
and Graham Park Road. The
characteristic feature of these buildings,
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

East of the junction with Moor Road North
and South, the first six detached houses
on the north side are included. These are
set well back from the road with long
gardens. The houses are generally
obscured from view by the tall stone wall
which returns from Moor Road North. In
most instances the properties can only be
viewed from the gateways. Immediately
east of these properties is the southern
boundary of the vacant, former Procter
and Gamble site. The site is bounded on

•

New residential development on the
former Procter & Gamble site

all sides (northern boundary is St Nicholas
Avenue) by a dwarf brick wall with blue
painted, square sectioned, metal railings.
The open boundary treatment permits
considerable views across the site. The
buildings are generally 2-3 storeys and
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have a strong horizontal emphasis as a
result of their rectangular form and
horizontal fenestration patterns. At the
time of preparation of this statement the
Council has resolved to be minded to
grant outline planning permission for
residential development of the site and
has agreed a planning brief to guide that
development. The brief recognises that
redevelopment of the site is likely to take
place and sets out guidance for the form
of that development so that it retains the
present character of the site.
Whilst the buildings are of an entirely
different character and scale to the
surrounding residential developments they
are of good architectural merit so do not
detract from the appearance of the
conservation area. The buildings are set
within mature landscaped grounds and
because of this relationship between the
buildings and their open attractive setting,
the site makes a positive contribution to
the character and appearance of the
conservation area.
The floorscape consists largely of early
pre-cast concrete kerbs, flags and
channels.
Rectory Terrace
Rectory Terrace is a series of two late
C19 terraces, the first, nearest to St
Nicholas Church is stone built whilst the
second is brick built. Both terraces relate

•
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Rectory Terrace

well to the design of the late C19 terraces
which lead west off the High Street.
Both terraces are largely unaltered and, as
a result have strong unity and cohesion.
Each terrace is set back from the road
with long gardens to the front. Long front
gardens are a reasonably uncommon
feature within the conservation area and
there are only two other examples – the
grade II listed terraces on The Grove and
the end of the High Street. Front
boundaries to the gardens consist of a low
brick wall with stone or concrete coping.
Hedges of varying heights above the brick
wall are common and there are a variety of
gate designs. There are two examples of
railings and these are set into a coping
stone laid directly on the ground rather
than raised on a dwarf wall. Views of the
terraces are obscured by the various
hedges and small trees planted within the
gardens.
The terraces are slightly different in
design. The brick terrace has a pitched,
welsh slate roof with simple clay ridge tile
detail and projecting pitch roof over the
third floor window. Two-storey polygonal
bay windows stand to either side of the
paired front doors with stone mullion detail
and timber sliding sashes. The
fenestration and entrance have stone
surrounds. The visual regularity of the
terrace is affected by the introduction of
modern velux rooflights on the front roof
slope. The stone terrace is built of
coursed sandstone which has a
blackened appearance in place and is
simpler in design. The regularity of the
terrace is dominated by small dormers on
the roof line and simple stone polygonal
single storey bay windows with hipped
slate roofs. Simple timber open porches
add to the regularity although their impact
has been lessened by later alterations to
the design.
The back lanes are laid in random
whinstone setts and retain their character
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as back lanes rather than through routes to
avoid traffic congestion on the principle
highways.
Dilston Terrace
Dilston Terrace runs along the rear of
Rectory Terrace and faces onto the metro
line. Access is via a narrow rough path
which runs along the front beside the
metro embankment. The rear lane is
random whinstone setts and its “back
lane” character has been lost to an extent
as it is used as secondary access to the
terrace.

Church Avenue
The only element of Church Avenue
included in the conservation area is St
Nicholas Church and associated
graveyard and church hall (fronts onto
Wardle Street). The church was built in
1799 by John Dodds in a classical style,
on a medieval site. It was restored in
1884 with the addition of the north porch
and extended to the east in 1913. It is
grade II listed.
The church hall is a simple single storey
stone building with large timber-mullioned
windows breaking up the elevation. A
single-storey timber extension to the east
of the main building is obscured from view
by the bridge over the metro line. The
extension has a temporary nature and
does not enhance the setting of the hall.
Most of the site forms part of the
graveyard and is a typical cemetery whilst
the land around the hall is tarmac which
contrasts starkly with the overall setting of
the church.

•

Dilston Terrace

The terrace forms part of a group with
Rectory Terrace and is similar to it in
design. It is built in three groups – two end
brick terraces and a single brick detached
house in the centre. The northern terrace
has simple single storey bay polygonal
windows whilst the southern terrace has
slightly grander two storey square bays
with pitched dormers above. The central
detached house is double fronted with two
storey polygonal bays with slate hipped
roofs to either side of the central entrance.
The elevation is broken up through the use
of decorative brickwork.
Front gardens are essentially private and
there is a variety of boundary treatments,
mainly timber fencing.

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

St Nicholas Church

The site is bounded by a sandstone wall to
the rear and a shorter stone wall with
railings to the south frontage.
The church and associated hall are
visually prominent, partly due to the
relatively open nature of their
surroundings.
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Grove Avenue
This is a later cul-de-sac, one of only two
in the conservation area, the other being
Westfield Park. The housing is a mix of
semi-detached and detached and is of a
character and appearance which is in
keeping with the conservation area. The
corner house to The Grove has 1.5m high
sandstone rubble walling while the
remainder of the street is an assortment of
brick walls and piers. The street is lined
with mature trees set within the front
gardens; those towards the junction with
The Grove are substantially more mature.
The floorscape is laid with pre-cast
concrete flags with granite kerbs and
whinstone sett channels.

about improvements to the appearance of
the site and building so that it no longer
had a negative impact on the appearance
of the area.

Roseworth Avenue
Roseworth Avenue is characterised by
Edwardian terraces and semi-detached
housing. The views of the street are
dominated by the semi-detached house
on the corner of the street, the only semidetached house in the conservation area
to use terracotta for decorative purposes.

To the east of Roseworth Crescent is
Roseworth Close, a modern infill
development of large detached houses of
an alien character. The entrance makes
use of the tall stone boundary wall, which
is common to this street and is part of the
former Roseworth Estate, but spoils the
effect through the use of modern red brick
paviers and hard landscaping.

•

Boundaries to the short front gardens are
low brick walls with stone copings. The
floorscape is largely modern with pre-cast
concrete flags and granite kerbs. There
are no significant trees in this street.
Roseworth Crescent
Roseworth Crescent is characterised by
variation in housing styles. A number of
the semi-detached and terraced houses
are Edwardian but the majority are later
infill developments which bear little relation
to the surrounding character of the area.

Semi-detached house with
decorative terracotta, Roseworth Ave

•

Views along this street from the High
Street are dominated by the disused filling
station on the corner to the High Street.
Planning permission has now been
granted to convert the existing building to
a retail use. The conversion would bring

There are several very mature trees on the
east side of the street which relate to
former property boundaries. The
floorscape consists of pre-cast concrete
flags with granite kerbs and whinstone sett
channels.
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Infill development, Roseworth Close
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4.3 Sub-area c: West of High Street
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•

West of High Street sub-area
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Moor Crescent
This is the southern most street in the
conservation area and subsequently
properties on the south side have been
designed to provide maximum views over
the Moor with two-storey fully glazed bays
on the south elevation. The street is lined
with mature trees planted in grass or
cobbled verges.
The housing is mainly early C20th semidetached. There are small sections of
terraced housing c.1905/6 which are of a
similar design to those on Leslie
Crescent, Moor Place, Oaklands and
Woodlands. On the western half of the
street a number of detached houses have
been built in gap sites and/or gardens.

•

General view of Moor Crescent

The streetscene lacks uniformity. The
short, uniform terraces stand out because
of their regularity. However, the mix of
design does not detract from the
streetscene, appearance or character of
the street. The semi-detached housing
does retain a certain consistency in plot
size, scale and height which provides
cohesion and a benchmark for infill
developments. The principal factor which
goes against the grain of this street is the
loss of front gardens and boundary
treatments. This, together with the linking
of properties through the construction of
infill garages, has a detrimental impact on
the setting of the housing, its scale,
cohesion as a group and overall
appearance.
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•

Moor Crescent from Duke’s Moor

The south side is separated from the
Dukes Moor by a tall stone rubble wall.
There are a number of very large old trees
along this boundary, and the Crag Hall
Burn, although culverted in a few of the
properties, is present within the rear
gardens of all properties along the south
side of Moor Crescent. The burn is then
culverted under the length of Westfield,
before reappearing to the rear of Montagu
Avenue. At the western end of Moor
Crescent there is an area of open grass
adjoining the rubble stone boundary wall.
This includes an old wrought iron gate to
the Moor, and also a number of large old
trees suggesting a historic route or
boundary.

•

Brookside

The most prominent semi-detached house
is Brookside, opposite the entrance to
Moor Place, built as part of the Graham
Park Estate. The street frontage is almost
the rear elevation, characterised by a high
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boundary treatment and hipped roof single
storey garages. This arises through the
basic design of the house, which was to
be south facing to maximise its location.
The corner, 2-storey circular towers with
cupola detail are of interest within the
streetscene.
A number of detached infill buildings stand
out because of their design and materials.
The majority however, reflect the scale,
mass and general characteristics of the
semi-detached housing.
The western corner of the street is
characterised by three elements. First,
the large undeveloped space on the north
side of the street. This consists of private,
rear gardens to the two adjacent
properties and is private from the street
due to a tall close-boarded timber fence
and brick wall. Secondly, the open space
at the south corner, which contains a
number of very mature trees and old iron
gated access to the Town Moor. This
space forms a natural green/open public
space, which relates strongly to the site of
the former Coxlodge Hall development.
Thirdly, a purpose built 1970’s block of
flats. The flats make little contribution to
the streetscene, with hardstanding and
garages. However, its overall design is in
keeping with Brookside. The south face
of the building is largely glazed with
extensive balconies.
The garden frontages to the terraced
houses are characteristically low brick
walls with stone copings while the rest are
typically low brick walls with piers and a
variety of coping details. The street is
lined on both sides by trees set in narrow
verges. The majority are smaller trees
such as Whitebeam. The floorscape
consists of granite kerbs, whinstone sett
channels and pre-cast concrete flags.
Leslie Crescent
Leslie Crescent was built in two phases,
the terrace first and then the semi-
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detached houses. Each side of the street
is characterised by a strong unity resulting
from the design, scale, form and plan of
the housing. The terrace naturally
dominates the streetscene by way of its
grandness and scale whilst the semidetached housing is almost simple and
uncluttered in comparison. The rendered/
pebble-dash finish of the semi-detached
houses provides a plain backdrop for the
red brick and stone terrace. The uniform
nature of the street leaves it sensitive to
alterations such as dormers, rooflights,
loss of gardens etc.

•

Leslie Crescent

Front gardens are generally short and
bounded by low brick walls. There is
evidence of railings to the terrace although
non remain. An appropriate reinstatement
scheme would further enhance this street’s
character and appearance. A number of
reasonably sized trees are located in the
grass verge on the eastern side. The
floorscape is typical of the conservation
area with pre-cast concrete flags, granite
kerbs and whinstone sett channels.
Moor Place
Moor Place is very similar in character
and appearance to Leslie Crescent. The
detail of the terrace varies slightly,
particularly in the treatment of bay
windows and porches. The semidetached housing on the west side of
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street is less uniform due to the corner
buildings to Moor Crescent, Oakland and
Woodlands.
Front gardens are generally short and
bounded by low brick walls. There is
evidence of railings to the terrace although
non remain. An appropriate reinstatement
scheme would further enhance this street’s
character and appearance. To the front of
the semi-detached houses is a narrow
grass verge planted with large trees. The
floorscape is typical of the conservation
area with pre-cast concrete flags, granite
kerbs and whinstone sett channels.

•

Back lane between Moor Place and
Leslie Crescent

The back lane between Moor Place and
Leslie Crescent is of interest. Its
floorscape and the uniform arrangement of
rear extensions/offshots and overall
domestic nature is pleasant. There is a
noticeable lack of later extensions and
alterations.
The back lane to the semi-detached
housing is a narrow grassed lane which is
bounded on the west side by an old and
very tall stone and brick wall. This lane
has strong connections to the boundaries
of the grounds of the former Coxlodge
Hall.
Oaklands
This is a combination of Edwardian
terracing (c.1905/6) and 1930’s semi50
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Oaklands

detached housing. The terrace strongly
relates to those on Woodlands, Moor
Place and Leslie Crescent. A number of
detached infill developments break the
streetscene. The street is lined with
significant trees set in narrow grass
verges.
The unity of the terrace is relatively
unspoilt. Variation in the detail of the
fenestration appears to be common to this
and the terrace on Woodlands. The
variations do not detract from the
character or appearance due to their
traditional detail and materials. The porch
detail is more elaborate than others and
increases the grandness of the terrace.
Front gardens are relatively short, as is
common to these terraces, with moderate
planting and dwarf brick walls with stone
coping. Railings have been reinstated in
some properties, though with little
reference to the original design, but not
comprehensively. Comprehensive
reinstatement based on historical
evidence would enhance the setting of the
terrace.
The semi-detached housing is
characterised by its unity in scale, setting
and plan. The individual design of each
pair varies throughout the street although
there is noticeable predominance of some
designs. Generally the housing is
reasonably unaltered although some
alterations such as uPVC windows and
the loss of front gardens has taken place.
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The construction of garages between
houses has damaged the setting of the
street by removing the spaces between
properties and creating linkage between
the properties.
The infill of detached housing does not
relate well to the character and
appearance of the street, or of the
conservation area, by reason of its design
Oaklands Avenue consists of two semidetached houses, both of which are later,
infill developments. Their scale and form
is largely in keeping with the character of
the conservation area. The east side of
the street is characterised by the long rear
gardens to Oaklands and Woodlands with
tall fence boundaries to the pavement.

•

Typical semi-detached house

Woodlands
The south side of the street is very similar
to the overall character and appearance of
Oaklands. The terrace relates closely in
design to that on Moor Place but has 2storey bay windows. Like all of these
terraces it is substantially unaltered and
retains its integrity and appearance. The
front gardens are well planted and hedges
have been introduced in the absence of
railings to add height. The semi-detached
housing is characterised by its scale and
setting and there are variations in the
detail which contribute to the appearance.
Like Oaklands there are a number of
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design themes which are predominant
such as short front gardens and low brick
boundary treatments prevail.
The street is lined with trees set in grass
verges although few are of significant size.
The back lane between Woodlands and
Oaklands is of interest, largely due to its
uniformity and balance but also because
of the lack of modern intervention. The
lane connecting Woodlands to Oaklands
is bland and uninteresting due its modern
appearance and character. The blue
painted barrier to the back lane detracts
from the overall character of the back lane.
The north side of the street is interesting.
The majority of the houses are semidetached and were built following the
demolition of Coxlodge Hall in the 1930’s.
The design and form of the housing
relates to those on Fernville Road,
particularly in the use of 1930’s plain
geometric leaded detail in windows. The
development on the north side has a
distinct ad-hoc appearance possibly due
to the way it was built i.e. different builders
at different times whereas in other streets
there is some continuity in design and
scale. The principle characteristic of this
side of the street is the stone boundary
wall, albeit much altered, which relates to
the former grounds of the Hall.

•

Window detail

Westfield
Westfield is a modern street in
comparison to the rest of the conservation
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area. It lacks unity and cohesion as a
street due to the width of the road and the
various infill developments of detached
housing. On the corner of Westfield and
Moor Crescent is an L-shape bungalow, a
housing type which, in height and plan
form is not common to the conservation
area.

Westfield Grove
This is, in comparison to the rest of the
conservation area, one of the later streets
and consists of C20th semi-detached and
detached housing. Boundary treatments
are predominantly low brick walls with
various entrance details. Short front
gardens and off road parking are
common. There are a number of
significant trees within front gardens,
particularly close to Fernville Road.
The overall character and appearance of
this street broadly relates to that of the
conservation area. Its contribution
however, is less significant than that of
most streets.

•

Moor Court

The dominant feature of Westfield is the
1930’s Art Deco flat development – Moor
Court. It is the only 7-8 storey building in
the conservation and of a design and style
which is unique to the conservation area,
and one of only 4 or 5 in Newcastle. The
building has been recently refurbished in a
sympathetic manner and provides a
landmark for views within and outside of
the conservation area.

Westfield Avenue
Westfield Avenue dates largely from the
turn of the century. The east side is
dominated by the 3-storey terrace at the
north end which stands out from the later
semi-detached housing. The terrace was
clearly designed to overlook the land to
the south of Coxlodge Hall with a series of
2 storey, terracotta bays with lead roof or
parapet detail dominating the east
elevation. The elevation to the street is
much simpler with plain terracotta
mullioned windows at ground and first floor
and arched porches to the main
entrances. The front gardens have been

Directly opposite Moor Court is a 1960s
flat development, Brookfield. This is a 3storey flat roofed brick building around a
courtyard which provides off road parking.
The scale and design of the flats bears
some relation to other flat developments
within the conservation area.
The garage at the west end of the street
conflicts with the overriding residential
nature of this street. The frontage of the
garage is designed in the corporate style
of the firm and does not reflect the
surrounding environment.
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•

Westfield Avenue

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

resurfaced in modern paving and bounded
by iron railings set in a stone coping. The
land to the front now acts as a service
area to the terrace rather than as gardens
which does diminish the overall richness
of the terrace.

richness of the appearance of the
conservation area and its overall character
of mature housing.

The semi-detached housing is generally of
a larger scale than that found on Moor
Crescent, Oaklands and Woodlands and
relates well to Elmfield Road and Graham
Park Road. The use of pebble-dash
rather than brick as an external finish
contrasts with the richness of the red brick
and terracotta of the terrace. The overall
character has a certain richness due to the
grandness of the terrace and scale of the
semi-detached housing.
There are a number of substantial trees in
the footpath. Front gardens to the semidetached housing consist of small planting
and hardstanding for parking. Boundary
treatments are generally low brick walls.
Hedges are reasonably common as
additional boundaries or instead of the
brick walling.
Westfield Drive
Westfield Drive dates largely from the turn
of the century. The east side of the street
consists primarily of rear gardens to
properties which face onto Elmfield Road,
Graham Park Road and The Drive. The
garden boundaries are a mix of brick walls
and close timber fencing. Views into the
gardens are restricted due to the height of
these boundaries. The boundary detail
changes between The Drive and Westfield
Park, where a tall stone wall with hammerdressed copings stretches as far as the
rear of Westfield Avenue. This section of
wall is closely associated with two very
large beech trees, which may have formed
part of a former entrance to Coxlodge Hall.
The overall character of the east side of
the street is that of gardens and
boundaries, not housing, and it is
essentially private. This contributes to the
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

Traditional boundary wall & trees

The west side is possibly the only street
other than Woodbine Avenue where the
houses were built at the same time. The
result is a row of double fronted,
Edwardian semi-detached houses, of a
scale and mass similar to those on
Westfield Avenue, Graham Park Road
and Elmfield. The scale, plan form and
design elements are mostly uniform for the
length of the street, at least between
Elmfield and Oakfield Road. The front
gardens are reasonably mature and well
planted. The boundary treatment between
Elmfield and Oakfield Road is a
continuous stone wall with dressed
copings, characteristic of the area. The
height of the wall appears to have been
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development in this area is restricted to
the infill of the mature, long rear gardens.
The bungalow is alien to the character and
appearance of the conservation area in its
design and height.

•

Westfield Drive

reduced. Entrances are marked by taller
stone gate piers with wrought iron gates.
The housing south of Oakfield Road is of a
less uniform arrangement and reflects
different design themes in terms of plan
and fenestration etc. The boundary wall is
brick not stone.
The strong character and appearance of
this street is largely due to the uniform and
cohesive nature of the housing. The
planned layout with equal spacing
between house and pavement, and
between the individual plots, coupled with
the scale of housing creates a mature
appearance. This is helped by the lack of
modern alterations.

Kenton Road (east side)
The street is characterised by a wide road
which acts as a busy through route. Unlike
other streets in the conservation area
there is a noticeable absence of on road
parking. The road forms a clear divide
with the east side having an entirely
different character to that of the west side.
A dominant characteristic of the street is
the almost continuous stone boundary wall
from Elmfield Road to Westfield. The
boundary has been broken in places to
provide access to later, infill dwellings
although in the most part it is retained very
much as was with formal, curved splayed
entrances with dressed stone gate piers.
Often the name of the house is engraved
on the gate piers.

Westfield Park
Westfield Park is an infill cul-de-sac. Culde-sac’s are an alien feature to the
conservation area, which is largely formed
of east west or north south streets,
terraces and avenues.
The entrance is dominated by the two very
mature beech trees which stand on the
corner to Westfield Drive. Of the four
detached properties, two date from the
1930’s and are characterised by their
dark brickwork and 2-storey circular bays
with the 1930’s plain geometric leaded
glazing pattern. The fourth property is a
bungalow, built on the site of a tennis court
and private gardens to properties on
Oaklands. This is indicative of the way
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•

Kenton Road (east side)

Historically Kenton Road was
characterised by a number of large
Victorian villas, only one of which survives,
that on the corner of Kenton Road and
Westfield known as The Cedars and The
Poplars. This semi-detached villa
appears to be substantially intact as
housing. Views of the houses are difficult
due to the thick hedge to the front and the
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mature tree cover from within the front
gardens and are largely gained from the
gated entrances.

•

•

Villa with gated entrance at south
end of Kenton Road

•

Kenton Rd (west side)

Despite the loss of the villas, the new
development has largely followed the
pattern of large detached blocks.
Moorfield House stands on the site of the
earlier Moorfield House and is a modern
brick building with a mottled appearance.
Its scale reflects the Victorian Villas whilst
its design is essentially modern. The use
of the building has resulted in the loss of
the front gardens to provide substantial off
road car parking. The central doorway is
a stone arch re-used from an earlier house
and architecturally bears no relationship to
the design of the building. Mature trees
behind the front boundary screen the
property to an extent. Beechcroft is a 6
storey flat development which is entirely
modern in design and materials. Its
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Re-used stone arch set within new
development

relates well to other flat developments in
the conservation area and has retained a
reasonable setting with grassed lawns
and mature tree coverage to the street
frontage. Its height ensures that it is a
dominant feature within the roofscape of
this street.

•

Beechcroft, Kenton Rd

The garage on the south side of the street
has a stone frontage but is of brick
construction. The scale of signage and
fenestration is typical of its use rather than
the building.
The northern end of the street is largely
1930’s semi-detached housing. The
houses are set well back from pavement
level with a variety of gardens and off road
parking. The scale and design of the
housing relates well to the overall
character and appearance of the
conservation area. In terms of the
streetscene they contrast with the larger
detached buildings.
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The corner to Elmfield Road is dominated
by Westfield Girls School entrance. The
entrance fits well with the stone boundary
treatment, albeit with excessive use of tall
railings, and provides some views into the
site.
Fernville Road
Directly off Fernville Road, behind Kenton
Road, are three double-fronted terraced
houses known as Park Villas. This short

Fernville Road was established as a lane
by the mid C19th but the current
streetscene and form dates from the early
C20th. The street is lined in part by the tall
stone walls characteristic of this area and
consists of mainly semi-detached housing
of a reasonable scale. A common theme
of this street is the large, two-storey
circular bay windows with 1930’s plain
geometric leaded pattern. Front gardens
have frequently been altered to provide
off-road parking, which has affected the
setting of the housing. In addition, the
construction of garage extensions has
created linkages between the plots,
resulting in loss of scale and setting.
The streetscene is disrupted by a later,
detached house which is of an alien
design in comparison to the established
design themes of the conservation area.

•

Park Villas

row of housing dates from the mid C19th
and, prior to the infill development of the
Coxlodge Hall site, would have enjoyed
long views eastwards. The houses are
brick painted white with ground floor bays,
simple hooded porches and slate roofs.
They are substantially unaltered and one
of the few examples of marginal glazing
bar detail in sash windows in the
conservation area. The principle
alteration has been the loss of the railings
and the clear boundary definition, which
they would have provided. Immediately
outside the deep front gardens is an area
of modern paving for car parking
purposes. The houses are well screened
from the developments on Westfield
Grove by mature trees and shrubbery. To
the rear, backing onto Beechcroft, are long
gardens bounded by a tall brick and stone
wall.
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•

Window detail
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Oakfield Road
This was historically the southern
boundary to Ashfield Towers, Oakfield
House, Springfield and Heathfield, all of
which were are large Victorian villas. The
north side of the street was a continuous
stone boundary wall punctuated by lodges
associated with the houses. The south
side of the street formed the northern
boundary to Highfield House and Mayfield.
Heathfield has been demolished whilst
Oakfield House now forms part of
Westfield Girls School and Ashfield
Towers is part of Westfield Junior School.
Springfield House has been retained as a
large, detached house which is no longer
visible from the street due to infill
development. It retains a mature setting
with outbuildings to the rear and is
substantially unaltered. The Lodge to
Oakfield House is well hidden behind a tall
stone boundary wall with heavy, solid
gates. The north side of the street is
punctuated by 1930’s semi-detached
housing, which is more in keeping with the
character of Kenton Road.
The south side is an almost continuous
row of semi-detached housing built on the
site of the former Victorian villas. The
housing is of little interest individually but
as a group relates strongly to the overall
character of the conservation area.
The stone boundary wall established as
part of the Victorian villas is retained in
part throughout the length of the street. It
is substantially altered.

predominantly turn of the century semidetached housing built as part of the
Graham Park Road Estate by James
Frazer.


North side of Elmfield Road

The north side of the street is, for the most
part, well screened from the pavement be
dense tree cover and shrubbery. The
remaining Victorian villas are well
screened by large front gardens
separating them from the pavement with
dense trees and shrubbery around the
perimeter. The houses are mainly stone
and 3 storeys high with slate roofs. Views
of these villas and their settings are
restricted to gates and formal drives. This
creates a strong element of privacy and
contributes to the mature landscape and
setting of the street. The boundary walls
are a mixture of tall sandstone walls or
brick. Kelvin Lodge, at the corner of
Elmfield Road and Elmfield Park is a
substantial villa in cream/buff brick. Its use
as a dental surgery has led to the loss of
the mature front gardens normally
associated with such a house to provide
off road parking. Whilst the landscape is
softened through the use of gravel rather
than tarmac, there is still a detrimental
impact on the character and appearance
of this street, particularly the landscape
character.
There has been a reasonable amount of
new development on the cleared sites of
earlier Victorian villas. Richmond Mews,

Elmfield Road
Elmfield Road was established as a lane
connecting the High Street and Kenton
Road in the early C19th. It is the only
direct link between the two streets.
The development on the north side of the
street is earlier than that on the south side,
characterised by large, detached
Victorian villas and simple brick terraces
from the mid C19th. The south side is
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

Richmond Mews
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Eothen Residential Care Home and flats
on the corner of Elmfield Road and Parker
Avenue are the main examples.
Richmond Mews incorporates a dressed
sandstone arch and boundary wall as an
entrance feature. Whilst this is
representative of the former use of the site
and of interest historically, the impact is
lost due to the lack of context for the arch.
Its character was derived from the
surrounding development and not as a
stand alone feature. The housing
development is screened from the road for
the most part, which mitigates its impact
on the character and appearance of the
conservation area. The design and scale
of the development does not relate well to
the surrounding environment. Eothen
Care Home is a modern 3 storey building
with a heavy roof. The scale of the
development sits well in the streetscene
whilst the detail is less cohesive. The flats
are 3-storeys and flat roofed, and are
reminiscent of earlier flat development in
the area. The development is well
screened from Elmfield Road by tree
cover and shrubbery. The majority of
views into this site are from Parker
Avenue.
The character and appearance of the
street is subject to change. Recent
planning approval has been obtained for
the demolition of Moorlands and
Eastlands. Both of these are stone built,
Victorian Villas set in substantial plots and
are typical of the early development of
Gosforth.
The eastern end of the street is different. It
is of a much smaller scale and is terraced
housing rather than villas. The terrace is
built from a number of different types of
bricks which reflects changes in time of
construction and/or changes in the
availability of bricks. The terrace is set
well back from the pavement and has,
perhaps, the longest front gardens of all
the terraces. The gardens are mature and
bounded by a low brick wall.
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•

Moorlands and Eastlands



South side of Elmfield Road

This side is characterised by turn of the
century semi-detached housing. The west
part of the street, between Westfield Drive
and Kenton Road is later than the rest of
the street and dates from the 1930’s. This
combination of 1930’s semi-detached
housing reflects the overall character of
the area. To the west is a good example
of 1930’s curved bays with horizontal
glazing detail. A recent infill development
of a pair of detached houses attempts to
reflect the detail and form of surrounding
housing. Its success is diminished
through the use of a heavy modern roof
tile, and the porch detail, and lack of front
garden for parking purposes.

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

A continuous street frontage is prevented
due to the entrance and grounds of
Westfield Girls School (formerly Oakfield
House). A continuous, although altered,
stone boundary stretches from Kenton
Road to Westfield Drive.
The area between Westfield Drive and the
High Street forms part of the Graham Park
Road Estate. This is clear from the age,
similarity and uniformity between Graham
Park Road and Elmfield. Essentially this
development falls into two designs, usually
built in rows of 4 or 5 blocks.


Design 1

A double fronted, red brick, semidetached house with ground floor bay and
porch detail. 3 storeys with timber
dormers set in a slate pitched roof.
Chimneys are a prominent design feature.



A single fronted, red brick, semi-detached
house with 3 storey projecting bays to the
outside of the entrance door. There is
timber-framing detail at 2nd floor. Roof is
slate, pitched with timber dormers above
the main entrance. Windows are Queen
Anne Revival style (multi pane sashes with
plain lower sash) set in brick surround but
with stone mullions, lintels and cills. Porch
detail is mono pitch slate roof across both
entrances. This type of semi-detached
housing is unique to Elmfield Road and
Graham Park Road and is of a different
scale to other semi-detached housing in
the conservation area.

•

•

Design 1

The side elevations have timber-framing
decoration. Windows are Queen Anne
Revival style (multi pane sashes with plain
lower sash) set in brick surrounds. The
scale of housing, plot size, and depth of
house within the plot are unique to this
housing type, in turn unique to Elmfield
Road and Graham Park Road. On these
grounds the housing is much grander than
the rest of the semi-detached housing
stock in the conservation area.

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Design 2

Design 2

On Elmfield Road the first four blocks east
from Westfield Drive fall into design 1
whilst the next 5 plots fall into design 2.
The value of this development is in its
contribution to the streetscene. The
significance is a result of the unity and
planned layout. Each house is set on the
same line, with short, mature front gardens
and low boundary walls with formal gate
piers. This uniformity of detail, plot size,
scale of housing and detail also
contributes. On a positive note all but one
remain substantially unaltered. The
alterations which have been carried out
are largely reversible and relate to the
alteration of fenestration detailing and loss
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of garden for parking. These alterations
could easily be reversed through an
appropriate refurbishment scheme and
the reinstatement of original details.
Throughout the street is the common issue
of garages built in the spaces between
houses thus resulting in a loss of
spaciousness.
The remainder of Elmfield Road consists
of moderate semi-detached houses,
which are in keeping with the character of
the area. One exception is a flat roofed
detached infill development that lacks a
street frontage and is out of character with
its surroundings.
Directly between Elmfield Road and
Graham Park Road stands Causey House
(1855). This detached Victorian villa has
no street frontage and is obscured from all
viewpoints by the surrounding later
development. It remains substantially
unaltered and is of considerable
architectural and historical interest as one
of few remaining Victorian villas in the
conservation area.

•

Causey House

Elmfield Park
The street is generally turn of the century
although the majority of the buildings are
1930s or later. Like Kenton Road, the
street is clearly divided with either side
being of a different character. The east
side consists of large, detached
properties whilst the west side is
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predominantly semi-detached housing
with some detached houses to the
northern end.
The east side is generally bounded by a
tall brick wall. The southern section,
around Kelvin Lodge Dental Surgery,
changes to a sandstone rubble wall,
characteristic of Kenton Road and
Elmfield Road. The housing varies in
date, from the late C19th to the late C20th.
The main theme is the scale and mass of
these buildings rather than unity in design
and detail. Each house is set in good
sized grounds, well back from the street
boundary line. The land in front of the
houses has been converted for off-road
parking. This detracts from the richness of
their setting of the housing.
The west side relates well to the overall
character and appearance of the
conservation area. The housing is typical
of early C20th suburban housing and is of
merit in terms of its group value and
streetscene rather than individual design
merit. The front boundary is typically a low
brick wall with the exception of a modern,
artstone wall, which is uncharacteristically
tall. Front gardens have been altered
considerably. The larger villa type
dwellings at the north end of this street are
of a more mature character and setting.
The properties have extensive front
gardens and parking provisions and long
rear gardens which historically faced onto
Kenton Road.
Elgy Road
Elgy Road is one of the later roads within
the conservation area. The streetscape is
varied and of mixed periods of
development from early C20th to late
C20th. The street is wider than most
others and has a concrete surface
towards the eastern end. In addition, it is
devoid of mature tree cover other than
those set within the grounds of Fairfield
House at the eastern end.
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The housing is largely semi-detached and
relates reasonably well to the overall
character and appearance of the
conservation area. To the eastern end are
a number of early 1980s detached
houses, which are built in part of the
grounds to Fairfield House. These
contrast with the rest of the street in their
overall design, scale, materials and detail.
They do not contribute positively to the
character or appearance of the street due
to their distance from the pavement and
lack of front elevation. The single storey
hipped garages which stand to the front of
the plot, in front of the main house,
obscures the appearance of the houses
from the streetscene.
Fairfield House is a detached Victorian
Villa which has retained some of its
original setting. The setting has been
reduced through the sale of land fronting
Elgy Road and Elmfield Road for housing.
The tall sandstone boundary wall and solid
gates, with substantial tree cover provide
an effective barrier to this property. Views

•

into the site are limited and its private
nature separates it from the rest of Elgy
Road.

•

Open space at east end of Elgy Road

Elgy Road

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement
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Ashburton Cemetery
Ashburton cemetery is located to the rear
of Elgy Road behind Northfield Road and
is accessed from Wolsingham Road to
the north. This is a typical cemetery in
appearance bounded on all sides by a tall
stone wall. The entrance has been
repaved using modern brick type paviers
which do not sit well next to the character
of the cemetery. The character of this
area is individual to this site and is largely
borne out of its use. It is the only stand
alone cemetery in the conservation area
and contributes positively to the overall
character and appearance as an open
space.

•

Sunderland Cottages on Oakfield
Terrace

projecting to the front. The terraces are
unaltered in terms of their basic form and,
unlike many of their counterparts in
Sunderland have not been extended
upwards through the addition of box
dormers which generally detract from the
simplicity of their appearance. A number
of properties have installed uPVC glazing
which diminishes the intactness of the
terrace.
Short front gardens are bounded by low
brick walls.

•

Ashburton Cemetery

Oakfield Terrace
Oakfield Terrace consists of two terraces
of Sunderland Cottages. Sunderland
cottages are typical of Sunderland rather
than Newcastle and this is the only such
terrace in the conservation area, and in
Newcastle is the only example of this type
of housing in the city. The street
contributes positively to the character of
the conservation area through its
representation of a housing type and the
quality of the terraces.
The terraces are single storey, which is
uncommon in the conservation area, built
in brick and slate with decorative ridge
tiles. A number of the dwellings are
painted. The terraces are regular in
appearance with polygonal bay windows
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Meadowfield Road
The boundary follows the centre of the
road, excluding all housing except for the
property on the corner to Elgy Road.
The “green” is included within the
conservation area. This is of little
landscape character but does appear to
be well used as an informal recreational
space. It is one of very few open spaces
within the conservation area and for that
reason alone contributes in a positive
fashion to the overall character and
appearance of the conservation area.
Furzefield Road
This is one of the later streets to be
established within the conservation area.
The housing is a mix of semi-detached
and detached and is varied in design,
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

scale and mass. On the whole the
housing relates to the overall character
and appearance of the conservation area
but this is more obvious on the south side
of the street.
In contrast to the overall type of housing is
a single storey stone lodge type building
on the north side of the street. This is
bounded by a much later or much altered
stone dwarf wall with timber plank fencing
and formal, dressed stone gate piers. The
character and appearance of this building
has been detrimentally affected through
modern alterations.
The streetscape is generally modern with
a number of mature trees set within front
gardens on the north side.
Beechfield Road
Beechfield Road is a combination of
Edwardian semi-detached houses on the
south side and larger Edwardian villa-style
properties on the north side. The majority
are detached, some are semi-detached.
There is unity in the scale, design and
setting of the housing on the south side.
The row of 3 semi-detached houses are
double fronted and set in large plots and
reflect a number of the design themes
found elsewhere in the conservation area.
In addition, they have been set out and
designed as a row, displaying cohesion in
their design, scale and setting. These
properties relate well to the overall
character and appearance of the
conservation area. Front gardens are
bounded a low brick walls and are
generally unaltered. Infill garages have not
spoilt the cohesion or setting of this street.
They are set well behind the front line of
the housing as an ancillary structure and
not one with a street frontage.
The north side is less cohesive and
developed on a much larger scale. The
houses are set in large plots and have
been built well back from the front
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boundary. Front boundary treatments are
largely brick walls or timber fencing or a
combination of the two. The main tree
cover in this street is provided by the front
gardens on the north side. This provides
a strong element of privacy to the
streetscene with views mainly from
gateways.
Parker Avenue
This is more like a traffic through route
than a residential street with very few
houses facing onto the street. The street
is narrow in comparison to nearby streets
such as Elmfield Road and Beechfield
and is bounded on both sides by tall
sandstone rubble or red brick walling.
There is considerable mature tree cover
provided by the gardens, which face onto
the street.

•

Parker Avenue

The majority of the gardens belong to
properties which front Elmfield Road and
Beechfield Road. There are a number of
properties set in the grounds of Fairfield
House which are accessed off Parker
Avenue but the length of drives and close
vegetation to either side prevent views.
The only property to have a direct street
frontage is the former lodge to Moorlands
House. This is a single storey stone
building, which sits at the entrance to the
Moorlands site. It remains substantially
unaltered and is of a scale and setting
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which is typical of the stone lodges in this
conservation area.
The southern half of the street is
dominated by the Moorlands site on the
east and the modern flat complex on the
west, both of which front onto Elmfield
Road. The impact they make on this
street is largely service access and car
parking.
North Avenue
This is largely semi-detached housing
from the late C19th period. The street is
tree-lined with trees set in grass verges.
The trees are smaller than others in the
Conservation Area due to their species
i.e. Whitebeam and possibly as a result of
replanting.
The housing contributes to the character
and appearance of the conservation area.
The scale and detail is in keeping with the
semi-detached housing on surrounding
streets. There has been considerable
loss of front gardens to provide
hardstanding for car parking. In addition,
the setting of the housing has been
affected by infill garages which result in
the loss of space between plots.

Hawthorn Road West
Hawthorn Road West is a continuation of
Hawthorn Road, split by Linden Road.
The north side of Hawthorn Road West is
characterised by the rear gardens to
terraced housing on Linden Road. These
long gardens are bounded by brick walls
and timber fencing. The remainder of the
north side and south side of the street are
characterised by good sized Edwardian
semi-detached housing.
The housing relates well to the character
and appearance of the conservation area
and retains an element of cohesion within
its streetscape. The front boundary
treatments vary from low brick walls to
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timber plank style fencing. Off-road
parking has resulted in the loss or
damage of front gardens. As a result the
street has little mature tree cover or
vegetation. This stands out from
surrounding streets such as Linden Road
and North Avenue.

•

Back lane behind Hawthorn Road
West with All Saints Church - infill
development

On the north side, immediately behind the
gardens, is a short back lane, which has
retained its original floorscape. This is
largely a service road providing access to
the rear of the gardens of Linden Road
where garages and off road parking has
been accommodated. There are a
number of infill dwellings at the northern
end, almost directly behind All Saints
Church. These dwellings bear no relation
to the character or appearance of the
conservation area in terms of scale,
architecture or materials.
Linden Road
This street is tree lined with mature trees
set in the verges although the section north
of West Avenue has little tree cover. The
housing is a mix of terraced and semidetached and generally with longer front
gardens than elsewhere.
The terraces are Victorian rather than
Edwardian and fall into two styles, cream/
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buff brickwork two storey simply designed
terraces with dormers and ground floor
bays or tall 3 storey red brick terraces with
2 storey square bay windows with gable
detail at 2nd floor. In both instances the
detailing of the fenestration is simple with
stone cills and lintels. The latter are
grander in appearance. These terraces
are substantially unaltered with some
facade improvements in the form of uPVC
windows. Front boundaries are generally
stone copings or low brick walls with thick
hedges to add height.

•

Hawthorn Road
Hawthorn Road is very similar in character
to West Avenue and consists of mid-late
C19th terraced housing with reasonable
front gardens which is set in a mature
streetscape. It is characterised by almost
continuous terraced housing of 2 and 3
storeys. This provides a certain degree of
unity to the streets character and
appearance.
The eastern end of the street is
characterised by the returns of the
commercial terraces which front the High
Street. Those on the southern corner are
particularly prominent due to their painted
facades. A second dominant feature is

Linden Road

The terrace to the south end of the street
differs from all other terraces in the
conservation area. There are the
ubiquitous 2-storey stone bays but also 2storey double fronted square brick bays
with flat roofs and decorative iron railings.
This terrace has been altered more than
others in the conservation area.
The semi-detached housing is largely
Edwardian and of a scale not dissimilar to
those on Elmfield Road and Graham Park
Road. The scale of the housing is broken
up through the use of stone string course
at first floor. Bay windows are restricted to
ground floor. Mature front gardens and a
combination of brick walling and thick
hedge shield the ground floors from
general view.
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•

Hawthorn Road - shopfront

the new flats built on the site of the former
Police Station. The 3-storey block has a
strong street frontage with an ordered
appearance. It reflects a number of design
themes found elsewhere in terraces within
the conservation area. Whilst the scale of
the development is similar to that of the
traditional housing stock the overall result
is in keeping with the flat developments of
the 1950s-1970s.
The Victorian terraces to either side of the
street are constructed from brick and are
largely 2 storeys with dormers. Ground
floor bay windows break up the street
frontage. Decoration is largely nonexistent, with very simple window and door
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treatments. Common features throughout
the street are short front gardens with low
brick boundary walls and a noticeable
absence of railings. A number of
properties to the east end of the street
have reinstated railings. There are a
number of mature trees set within the front
gardens. An unusual treatment and one
that is unique to the north side of the street
and the south side of West Avenue are the
long rear gardens which are separated
from the rear yard by narrow back lanes of
random whinstone setts with granite
channels. The gardens are bounded by
tall brick walls which have been
substantially altered. Entrance to the
gardens varies from small wrought iron
gates to elaborate verandah type
constructions.

Avenue, in the space between Hawthorn
Road and Causey Street is Hawthorn
Mews, a modern infill development of flats
and town houses. The Mews are typical of
modern housing developments and bear
no relation to the overall character and
appearance of the conservation area.
Gordon Avenue
This is a unique street in the sense that the
two terraces are separated by short front
gardens and a footpath rather than a road.

•

•

Hawthorn Road

The terrace ends at the entrance to
Gordon Avenue on the south side. On the
north side stands a detached brick and
slate dwelling set well back from the
pavement. The property is set in spacious
grounds which distinguishes it from the
rest of the street in terms of character and
appearance. Individually, the property is
well screened by the tall brick boundary
wall and thick hedge.
Hawthorn Road is linked to Causey Street
by Gordon Avenue. To the rear of Gordon
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Gordon Avenue

Parking is restricted to the back lanes.
This layout is unique within the
conservation area although there are other
examples within Gosforth.
The terraces are a combination of 2
storeys and 1 ½ storeys in height and
simply designed. The front porches are
similar to those on Woodbine Road and
Ivy Road. There has been a degree of
alteration, the most obvious being the
large conservatory at the south end which
bears no relation to the overall design and
integrity of the street.
The front gardens are reasonably well
planted and are bounded by a low brick
wall with concrete coping. Similarly the
central footpath consists of concrete
paviers rather than stone flags.

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

Causey Street
Causey Street is fundamentally different
from other streets in the conservation
area. With the exception of the Victorian
stone terrace at the east end of the street,
the street is largely a rear lane. The south
side of the street is characterised by tall
brick walls to the rear yards of Elmfield
Road. Simple pitched roof garages abut
these walls, usually 1 ½ or 2 storeys high.
The simplicity of the tall brick wall is
diminished as a result of the many modern
garage doors, either up and over or side
hung. This gives the impression of a back
lane or service street.

•

Causey Street

•

Causey Street

Graham Park Road
Graham Park Road dates largely from the
turn of the century and is characterised by
Edwardian semi-detached and detached
housing built as part of the Graham Park
Estate. The most prominent later
development is that of the 1951/2 flats on
the corner to the High Street (grade II
listed), pictured on page 29.
Their scale and height does not detract
from the overall scale and character of the
conservation area. The flats have a
simple, uncluttered façade which is not
repeated elsewhere in the conservation
area.
The semi-detached housing falls into 2
principle forms,

The stone terrace to the east end of the
street is one of the earliest terraces west
of the High Street. It is certainly the only
stone-fronted terrace west of the High
Street. The terrace is very simple in
design and is one (or perhaps the only
one) of very few not to be broken up by
ground floor bay windows. Generally the
terrace has been substantially unaltered.
The front gardens are exceptionally short
and bounded by a variety of low walls.
The overall simplicity and integrity of this
terrace has been diminished by poorly
designed modern street furniture which
has little reference to its setting.

Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement



Design 1 – usually built in a row
of 3 or 4 plots

A double fronted, red brick, semidetached house with ground floor bay
incorporated into the porch detail. 3
storeys with timber dormers set in a slate
pitched roof. Chimneys are a prominent
design feature. The side elevations have
timber framing decoration. Windows are
Queen Anne Revival style (multi pane
sashes with plain lower sash) set in brick
surrounds. The scale of this housing type,
plot size, and depth of house within the
plot are unique to this housing type, in turn
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unique to Elmfield Road and Graham Park
Road. On grounds of scale and design it
is much grander than the rest of the semidetached housing stock in the
conservation area.

•

Design 1



Design 2 – usually built in a row
of 4 plots

A single fronted, red brick, semi-detached
house with 3 storey projecting bays to the
outside of the entrance door. There is
timber framing detail at 2nd floor. Roof is
slate, pitched with timber dormers above
entrance. Windows are Queen Anne style
Revival (multi pane sashes with plain
lower sash) set in brick surround but with
stone mullions, lintels and cills. Porch
detail is mono pitch slate roof across both
entrances. This type of semi-detached
housing is unique to Elmfield Road and
Graham Park Road and is of a different
scale from other semi-detached housing
in the conservation area.
The value of this development is in its
contribution to the streetscene. The
significance is a result of the unity, the
planned layout. Each house is set on the
same line, with short, mature front gardens
and low boundary walls with formal gate
piers. This uniformity of plot size, scale of
housing and detail also contributes. On a
positive note all but one remain
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substantially unaltered. The alterations
which have been carried out are largely
reversible and relate to the alteration of
fenestration detailing and loss of garden
for parking. These alterations could easily
be reversed through an appropriate
enhancement scheme and the
reinstatement of original detailing.
Throughout the street is the common issue
of garages built in the spaces between
houses thus resulting in a loss of
spaciousness.

•

Design 2

A number of other designs of semidetached housing are present and are in
keeping with the streetscene and overall
character of the area.
The detached housing, from this period, is
uniform in design throughout the street.
Later replacements or infill development
are clearly recognised. The houses are of
3 storeys with a projecting gable and long,
pitched roof to ground floor eaves at the
front which is punctuated by two sets of
dormers at 1st and 2nd floor. The 1st and 2nd
floors are pebble dashed. The
combination of chimneys and the roof are
an important feature of this design. The
front boundary is brick with formal gate
piers and hedges to add height. In a
number of instances the front garden has
been converted to car parking which
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significant factor in the design of the street
and are the only example of 9 and 15
paned sashes over single paned sashes
in the conservation area, most other
sashes of this type have 9, 6 or 4 panes in
the upper sash. The front gardens are
particularly short and are a mix of soft
landscaping and planting with a low brick
wall to the pavement.

•

Other semi-detached housing
designs

detracts from the richness of the setting.
Likewise the planned spaces between the
dwellings has been lost through the
development of garage extensions.
The principle detached building is Culzean
House, a detached villa opposite the flats.
The house is retained in a reasonably
unaltered state and is now ancillary to the
modern, brick synagogue which stands at
the corner of the street. A tall brick
boundary wall and solid gates prevent
views into the site.
Traffic calming measures have been
introduced to the west end of the street.
The Poplars
The Poplars consists of a single, north
facing terrace c.1906 in the Queen Anne
Revival style. The terrace overlooks the
rear of the Graham Park Road flats and
associated garages.
The street is reasonably narrow, almost
single lane with parked cars to one side.
The verge to the north side is wide and
largely grassed with mature tree cover and
abuts the rear boundary to the flats on
Graham Park Road.
The terrace is uniform in character and
appearance and thus is sensitive to
alterations. The elevation is broken up by
2-storey stone bays with projecting timber
framed gables above. The windows are a
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•

The Poplars - general

The Drive
The Drive was the approach to Coxlodge
Hall. The former Lodge (grade II listed)
marks the entrance to the street and is
substantially unaltered.
The eastern part of the street developed
prior to the demolition of the Hall in the
1930’s and includes terraces which relate
strongly to those built around 1905/6 such
as the Poplars and Oaklands. It is
possible that they were built as part of the
Graham Park Estate. The terraces
remain substantially unaltered. The
principal alteration has the introduction of
velux rooflights to front roof pitches. The
terrace on the north side has particularly
long gardens and are well screened from
the pavement by tree cover and shrubbery
immediately behind the front boundaries.
Also, these properties do not have the
typical long back yards, mirroring the
terrace on The Poplars. Adjacent to the
terraces are a number of Edwardian semi-
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the demolition of the Hall. The housing is
a mixture of detached, semi-detached and
bungalows, all set in reasonable sized
plots. The character and appearance is
less defined and lacks the richness and
maturity of the eastern part of the street.

•

The Drive - general

detached houses of a mature scale, in
keeping with those found on Moor
Crescent.
Immediately behind Moor Place a narrow,
grassed lane runs south to Woodlands.
On the west side it is bounded by a tall
stone wall and later, a taller brick wall
which is part of an earlier boundary to
Coxlodge Hall.

West Avenue
West Avenue is characterised by almost
continuous terraced housing of 2 and 3
storeys set in a mature tree lined
streetscape. There is certain degree of
unity to the street character and
appearance despite the clear design
differences between the two periods of
construction. The western part of the
street is dominated by All Saints Church
on the corner of West Avenue and Linden
Road.

At the end of this 1905/6 development the
road curves north before straightening out
again, in addition the road widens
considerably and is lined with narrow
grass verges and mature trees. This
marks a clear difference in the
streetscape. Housing towards the west
end of the street is much later, 1930’s
onwards. The former stables to Coxlodge

•

•

Former stables to Coxlodge Hall

Hall (grade II listed), now offices,
punctuate the streetscape which is
predominantly infill development following
70

West Avenue - general

The terraced housing was built in two clear
phases. The first phase, at the east end of
the street, was built in the mid C19th and
is in keeping with similar developments on
Hawthorn Road and Causey Street. The 2
storey terraces are constructed from brick
with slate roofs and traditional timber
dormers to the front. Ground floor stone
bays break up the street frontage. The
windows directly above the bays are also
of interest and make use of the venetian
style, three windows a short distance apart
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

which overcame some of the problems of
window taxation in the c19th. Short
decorative iron railings stand on the cills.
An unusual detail and one that is unique to
the south side of the street and the north
side of Hawthorn Road are the long rear
gardens which are separated from the
rear yard by narrow back lanes of random
whinstone setts with granite channels. The
gardens are bounded by tall brick walls
which have been altered in places.
The later phase, at the west end of the
street, was built towards the end of the
C19th and is in keeping with other terrace
developments of this period such as
Woodbine Avenue and Westfield Avenue.
The 3 storey terraced housing is much
brighter than the earlier terraces, by way of
the redder brick and elaborate use of
terracotta to decorate the two storey bay
windows.

The early terrace, on the south side, and
Ivy Road are the principal example of
polychromatic brickwork in the
conservation area. The terrace is simply
designed in pale brickwork with red brick
decoration. The unity of the terrace has
been retained despite a number of
alterations to the facades. Short front
gardens with low brick boundaries are
characteristic and all except one are
retained as garden space not parking.
There is little tree cover in this street.

Common features throughout the street
are short front gardens with low brick
boundary walls and a noticeable absence
of railings. A number of properties to the
east end of the street have reinstated
railings. The street is lined with mature
trees set in the verges between pavement
and road. The space between each tree
ranges from modern, black tarmac infill to
traditional cobbles and grass. The latter
soften the edge between pavement and
road, creating a clear change in use from
pedestrian to vehicle whilst tarmac
bridges this difference.

•
Woodbine Road
The street has a strong, uniform character
resulting from the terraced housing which
is common to both sides of the street. The
terraced housing falls into two distinct
styles, the mid-late C19th, 2-storey
terraces close to the High Street and the
late C19th 3-storey red brick terraces to
the west of Woodbine Avenue.
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Brickwork detail, Woodbine Road

The later terrace, on the south side,
contrasts with the earlier terrace and
relates well to similar terraces on Linden
Road. The height and scale of the terrace
is softened by the dense hedges which
front the street. The projecting gable
detail breaks up the roofscape of the
terrace.
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The north side of this street largely reflects
the eastern section of the south side
although any evidence of polychromatic
brickwork has been lost through the
painting of the exteriors. The majority of
the houses are painted in shades of
cream, green and yellow. Whilst this
terrace repeats the general design of the
south side the quality has been diminished
through the installation of uPVC windows
and timber windows in a variety of styles
other than sliding sashes, and the
proliferation of rooflights on front
roofslopes.
The design of the north side changes west
of the Ivy Road junction. The glazed white
brick of the earlier terrace is replaced with
red brick and most are painted. The
houses are paired within the terrace with a
change in roofline after each pair
indicating that they were built separately
rather than designed as a terrace.
The high levels of on street parking have
undermined the qualities of this street.

The terraces have been altered more than
on Woodbine Road and a number have
been painted pale yellow/cream/white
which disrupts the visual unity of the
terrace.
There is a clear and marked end to the
residential terrace and start of the
commercial High Street on the north side
of the street. The overall appearance on
this part of the street could be enhanced to
integrate the mixed uses on this street.
Woodbine Avenue
This is unique in the sense that both
terraces were built at the same time and
mirror one another. They are in keeping
with the later period of development on
West Avenue and also Westfield Avenue
with decorative terracotta 2-storey bays
and chimney detail. The uniformity of the
terraces has been retained and there is
little alteration. The short front gardens,
low boundary treatments and reasonably
mature gardens and tree cover enhance
the setting.

Ivy Road
The terraces to either side, combined with
the short front gardens, low boundary
treatments and natural curve of the road

•

•

Ivy Road - curved terraces

contribute to the character and
appearance of the street. As in Woodbine
Road on-road parking is a common
problem.
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Good use of terracotta to
emphasise detailing

Linden Avenue
Linden Avenue faces onto the Gosforth
Bowling and Tennis Club. It consists of a
number of Edwardian semi-detached
houses and some modern infill houses
which bear little relationship to the overall
character of the conservation area. The
front gardens are essentially private and
look directly onto a private drive rather
than a public street.
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

4.4 Sub-area d:
West of Kenton Road
(including the west side
of Kenton Road)

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
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•

parking. The setting of the housing has
been lost to an extent through the
construction of garages between
properties.
The main exceptions to this pattern are
Kenton Lodge (c.1908) and the property
which stands on the corner to Montagu
Avenue. The Lodge is a careful Queen
Anne revival house in red brick set in
mature surrounds. It currently forms part of
Trinity School and appears to be
substantially unaltered in its appearance.
The setting of the house is important as
are the boundary treatments of tall stone
walls and formal gateways. The corner
building is a semi-detached house with a
curved frontage and flat roof hidden by a
parapet. The detail of the building is
clearly taken from the surrounding
environment and enhanced through the
use of Gothic style windows to the
stairwells. The front boundary provides an
effective barrier and most views are from
Montagu Avenue.

West of Kenton Rd sub-area

Kenton Road
Kenton Road is dominated by the width of
the road and its use as a principle through
route to the north of the conservation area.
There is however, little on-road parking
despite its width. The street provides little
views into the main part of the
conservation area but does provide views
west along Montagu Avenue and south
towards the Moor and roofscape of the
City Centre.
The west side of the street is largely early
C20th semi-detached housing.
The houses are well spaced and of a
reasonable scale and mass. The majority
of properties are rendered or pebbledashed. There is no uniform pattern of
design. Front boundaries are largely short
brick walls with hedges. The gardens are
relatively short and some have been
converted to hardstanding for off road
Gosforth Consevation Area Character Statement

•

Corner of Kenton Road and
Montagu Avenue

The first part of Kenton Road beyond the
roundabout has been included. This
amounts to three semi-detached houses
and the rear garden to a house on
Elmfield Park. The semi-detached
housing displays some unity of design and
each has flat roofed wings to either side
which provide garage and first floor
accommodation. The boundary wall is a
short stone wall in keeping with the taller
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walls found in the vicinity. Mature trees
standing in the garden immediately west
of the housing overhang onto the street.
This is one of the few gardens belonging
to Elmfield Park which has not been
developed for housing.
Montagu Avenue
Montagu Avenue and most other
development west of Kenton Road began
in the early C20th. Montagu Avenue forms
a main through route to the west and
subsequently is very similar to Kenton
Road in its width. There is little on road
parking. The street is the widest in the
conservation area which contracts with the
relatively narrow streets found through the
area.
The views west are dominated by the
tower block flat complex immediately
outside the boundary of the conservation
area.
The north side of the street is mainly
framed by the side elevations to
properties on Wilson, Osbaldeston and
Adeline Gardens and Kenton Road
combined with enclosed rear gardens to
these properties. The boundary treatment
is mostly a tall timber plank style fence
with mature trees/shrubbery overhanging.
The end 5 blocks are similar in character
and appearance to the properties on
Wilson, Osbaldeston and Adeline
Gardens. The end two blocks are

•
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Montagu Avenue

detached houses whilst the central three
are semi-detached. The semi-detached
houses have group value collectively as
they are largely similar in design with
some variation in the fenestration detail.
Short front gardens are bounded by a
basic low brick wall. The properties are
linked by later garage developments and
off road parking to the front of the houses
is common. The detached house to the
west has been considerably extended
which has resulted in a loss of the
spaciousness generally associated with
the plot sizes on which the houses are
built.
The south side is a mix of reasonably
substantial semi-detached and detached
housing with little unity other than scale.
Constant design themes are the length of
front gardens and boundary treatments
rather than the design of the housing. The
gardens are longer than most in the
conservation area and are mostly planted.
Garages to the side of houses have
enabled gardens to be retained rather
than lost for hardstanding. The boundary
wall is a short brick wall pier detail. The
streetscape is punctuated by mature trees
planted in font gardens.
Wilson Gardens, Osbaldeston
Gardens and Adeline Gardens
These were built at roughly the same time
and date from the 1930’s. The streets are
much narrower than Montagu Avenue and
Kenton Road and are residential in
character. The streets are lined with
mature front gardens and low brick
boundary treatments.
Adeline Gardens is probably the most
uniform in terms of the housing design, the
common theme being 2-storey square
timber bays with clay hanging tiles
between floors. There is more variation in
the detail of the semi-detached houses on
the first two streets. Wilson Gardens is
perhaps the only street to combine
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hooded porches with oriel windows at first
floor. Also, there is often an absence of
porches with a move towards recessed
doors set within a receding brick arch.
Householder alterations such as the
replacement of timber windows with
uPVC, dormers and velux rooflights is
more prolific here than elsewhere in the
conservation area. The usual issue of
parking have led to gardens been lost for

off road parking and garages built
between houses creating links which
damage the overall appearance of the
streets.
The white rendered building at the north of
Adeline Gardens is of interest. Visually it
contrasts with the suburban nature of the
semi-detached housing. The building is
characterised by its rendered
appearance, green pantile roof and steel
framed windows.
There has been infill development on each
street, largely in the form of detached
housing. Unfortunately, the majority of the
infill housing bears little relationship to the
overall character of these streets and the
conservation area as a whole, largely
through their design rather than scale or
materials.

•

•

•

Corner building to Osbaldeston
Gardens with interesting turret-style bay

Modern intervention, Adeline
Gardens

Adeline Gardens
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Kenton Avenue
Kenton Avenue is generally excluded from
the conservation area, with the exception
of Arlington Court which stands
immediately north of Adeline Gardens.
Arlington Court was built in 1953.
Arlington Court is a mock-Georgian
development based on a courtyard design
of three sides of housing with central
garden and open view southwards. The
design is such that parking and access is
accommodated to the rear of the three
blocks thus preventing the formal frontage
from being obscured by parked cars etc.
Each block is brick built with a grey/blue
pantile roof and brick chimney stacks.
The appearance of the development is
largely unaltered which contributes to its
character and appearance. The mock
louvred shutters at ground floor detract
from the simplicity and regularity of the
design.
The central open space is of merit as a
landscaped area within a dense
residential suburb. It is bounded on the
south side by a low brick wall and iron
gates.
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4.5 Summary

•

Special Characteristics
•
Variety of housing types and overall
high quality

Key Issues
•
Impact of development pressures on
non-residential sites e.g. Procter and
Gamble

•

•

Mix of large detached Victorian villas
and smaller scale late Victorian
terraces
Quality of open spaces on east side
of High Street – Central Park and
Procter and Gamble

•

Views across the Town Moor

•

Plot size, scale and setting of the
housing including garden areas

Against the Grain
•
Modern treatment of floorscape
through conservation area – use of
pre-cast concrete flags etc.
•

Modern infill development which is
often alien in scale and design

•

Loss of front gardens to provide offroad parking

•

Arlington Court, Kenton Ave
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Poor quality shopfront treatments on
the High Street

•

Traffic management and parking

•

Monitoring and enforcement of
development

•

Protection of historic street surfaces

•

Implementation of Article 4 direction
to help reduce impact of modern
alterations

Enhancement Opportunities
•
Improvement of shopfronts
•

Improvement of streetscape

•

Enhancement and redevelopment of
the site of the former Filling Station
(Roseworth Avenue)

•

Reinstatement of original boundary
treatments
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